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Status Substitute Sought

» THE WHITE MAN'S old stereotype of
the drunken Indian has been a real proph-
ecy for a small community of Forest Pota-
watomi Indians. But drinking has played
a part in reducing tensions between the
races.

These North American Indians from the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan accept “the
status of inferiority associated with their
frequent intoxication,” reported Dr. John
H. Hamer, assistant professor, department
of sociology and anthropology, Ohio Wes-
leyan University, Delaware, Ohio, in the
Quarterly Journal of Studies on Alcohol.

However, although the Potawatomi rep-
resent the “extreme and chiefly negative
consequences of drinking as a way of life,”
he said, the heavy consumption of alcohol
is recognized by the people as outweighing
the social costs.

This group of Indians has turned to al-
most perpetual intoxication as an outlet for
aggression and a substitute for status and
kinship provided by many of the tribal
customs and rituals that have disappeared
over the past 150 years.

Today, drinking provides the Potawatomi
with “one of the few, stable predictable
activities in which they may invoke the
pity of others” Dr. Hamer pointed out.

Their consumption of alcohol, he re-
ported, progresses through three stages—an
initial period of relaxed euphoria followed
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by aggressive activity and ending in com-
plete passivity.

Relaxation was anticipated by the Indians
interviewed by Dr. Hamer because of the
opportunities for friendly social contact.
During the aggressive stage of drinking,
the Potawatomis could ignore their inhibi-
tions, and by the time the third stage of
complete passivity arrived, it was possible
for them to escape from all social problems.

Besides, intoxication has become a “means
of fantasy” for regaining the high status
Potawatomi men had before the white man.

Because the white people associate the
poverty of many Indians with excessive
alcoholism, they assume that the Indians
are inherently irresponsible, Dr. Hamer
noted.

However, despite this belief, “there are
many in the white community who secretly
confess an admiration for what they mis
takenly believe to be an idyllic life of
drinking and leisure.”

Therefore, some white men become fre-
quent participants in mixed drinking
parties. “As a consequence, the minimum
of friendly contact, arising out of the
mutual pleasures of imbibing alcohol, has
the function of reducing tension between
the two communities by reinforcing the pos-
itive image of the Potawatomi as a kind of
bacchanalian ne’er-do-well,” the Wesleyan
professor said.
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Couples Must Bargain

» THE KEY to successful marriage may
rest in a couple’s ability to bargain uncon-
sciously with each other, a California psy-
chiatrist reported.

To make their marriage work, many U.S.
middle<class couples will collaborate by un-
consciously following the dictum “some-
thing for something,” better known as “tit
for tat.”

This agreement to give and take which
often has little to do with commonly recog-
nized sex roles, can play a crucial role in
the often-present problem of “getting along,”
says Dr. Don D. Jackson, director of the
Mental Research Institute, Palo Alto, Calif.

One of the most common husband-wife
arrangements implies a fairly clear division
of labor.

“The husband is, broadly, an instrumen-
tal type who deals with matters logically
and intellectually, and is considered the
practical, realistic one; his wife is the more
sensitive, affective or ‘feeling’ sort of person
who understands people better than things,”
Dr. Jackson pointed out.

A “time-bound” relationship, another of
the “something for something” agreements,
progresses in a series of successive events,
he reported in the Archives of General Psy-
chiatry, June 1965.

“The husband may suggest to his wife
that they go to a movie; she says yes, and
then she has the right to say, we can have
a beer afterwards. Similarly, the wife may

take certain rights which the husband will
grant because he knows he will have a turn
in the near future.”

In some marriages as well as in politics,
one party may treat an agreement as if it
were “time-bound” when it really is not.

When this occurs, a wife may agree to
go fishing with her husband, expecting that
someday soon she will ask him to do some-
thing with her. However, he keeps asking
and she keeps going, still expecting even-
tually to take her turn.

The more the wife lets herself be
“conned,” the more she has at stake, and the
less freedom she has to “try another game,”
since she has already suggested so much.

This vicious cycle, often indicative of
pathological relationships, builds up frustra-
tion and may lead a marriage partner to
depression or even suicide, the California
psychiatrist noted.

He emphasizes that the rules for each
of these “something for something” bar-
gains may have “enormous predictive poten-
tial.” If an accurate formulation of a couple’s
relationship can be made, he said, “we can
forecast the likelihood of success or failure
and even the fate of children in the family
system.”

As to his own bargaining preference—Dr.
Jackson believes that being flexible in a
time-bound give-and-take arrangement may
be “most workable.”
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How to Argue
and Win!

Did you ever come out
second best in a discus-
sion . see your pro-
posal voted down . . .
lose a raise or sale . . .
when all the facts were
on your side?

Don’t ever let
pen again!

In his new book, THE
ART OF ARGUMENT,
Giles St Aubyn shows you
how to nail your oppo-
nents’ appeals to prejudice and emotion for what
they are. You learn how to think clearly . . .
arrange your thoughts logically . . . present
convincingly, whether verbally or in writing,
formally or informally

Infinitely more useful for most people than
a post-graduate course in logic, St. Aubyn’s
approach is excitingly easy to master. It is
based on situations which arise almost daily
in family and business life, in conferences and
meetings at church, lodge and PTA groups.

Once you learn to spot ‘‘special pleadings”
and ‘“‘emotive terms” in the argument of
your adversary, there are very simple ways
to overcome them with irrefutable reason.

Learn, too, how to separate facts from empty
words in political platforms, newspaper stories,
advertisements. How to judge impartially the
pros and cons of tax reduction, racial equality,
cigarette smoking, Medicare. And see how this
mastery of logic benefits you in every phase
of life!

TRY THIS VITAL NEW APPROACH
TO SUCCESS—AT OUR RISK!
Read The Art of Argument and put its com-
monsense principles to use. You must find your-
self winning support for your every constructive
aim, or simply return the book after 30 days
for immediate refund. You risk nothing! Mail

only $2.95 now to

EMERSON BOOKS, Inc., Dept. 498-P
251 W. 19th St. New York, N. Y. 10011
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UNITRON
ASTRONOMICAL TELESCOPES

OBSERVER'S GUIDE

FREE

PAGE
OBSERVER'S
GUIDE

With artificial satellites already launched and
space travel almost a reality, astronomy has
become today’s fastest growing hobby.
Exploring the skies with a telescope is a
relaxing diversion for father and son alike.
UNITRON’s handbook contains full-page
illustrated articles on astronomy, observing,
telescopes and accessories. It is of interest
to both beginners and advanced amateurs.

CONTENTS INCLUDE:

Observing the sun, moon, planets and wonders of the sky e
Constellation map « Hints for observers « Glossary of telescope
terms o How to choose a telescope  Astrophotography

UNITRON

INSTRUMENT COMPANY « TELESCOPE SALES DIV.
66 NEEDHAM ST., NEWTON HIGHLANDS 61, MASS.
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