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Abortions Sought Abroad

» HUNDREDS of U.S. women are reported
to have sought abortions in Sweden follow-
ing a publicized 1962 operation there to end
the pregnancy of an expectant mother who
had been given thalidomide.

In a study of the problem of unwanted
pregnancy in America, Dr. Judith L. Rapo-
port, Stockholm, stated that hundreds of
foreign abortion applicants went to Sweden
following the 1962 case and “about half
were American citizens.” Dr. Rapoport’s
study, reported in Archives of General
Psychiatry, 13:24, discussed 56 of these
cases which represented a “unique oppor-
tunity” to collect relevant data on a rela-
tively unavailable group in the United
States.

“The magnitude of the problem,” she
said, is considerable in the United States.
She cited a previous study disclosing that
109, of the white unmarried girls in college
or beyond had become premaritally preg-
nant and that nearly 959, of these preg-
nancies ended in abortion.

Of the 56 cases studied at the Karolinska
Hospital, 19 came from cities with a popu-
lation of over a million. Twenty-five women
came from the East Coast and New Eng-
land. Eleven came from the Midwest and
the rest from the remaining areas of the
country.

For 39 of the group, fear of social dis-
grace or conflict between pregnancy and
life plans were the prime reasons given for
seeking abortion.

Twenty-six of the 39 women were un-
married. Two of the married women
wished abortion because it would be obvi-
ous that the child was a product of an
extra-marital affair. Five women planned
divorce and did not wish to go on with
the birth.

Twenty women relied on the “rhythm
method” of birth control or on preventives
used by the man. Twenty-two had at some
time used a diaphragm but only four
women were using the device at the time
of conception. Of four women who used
oral contraceptives, all admitted to “care-
lessness.”

For the great majority, conflict over
sexual behavior or conflict with the male
partner had produced carelessness.
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PUBLIC HEALTH
Czechs Impose Curbs
On Cigarette Smoking

» REGULATIONS to curtail cigarette
smoking are being imposed by the Czecho-
slovakian Government.

As in the United States, the emphasis is
on curbing smoking by youths. Unlike
the United States, where the effort is based
largely on persuasion and education with
only feeble Government regulation, the
Czechoslovakian campaign is based on
orders from the Communist Government.

The steps to be taken are:

1. A law is being drafted making it
a punishable offense to sell tobacco products
to youths under 18.

2. Cigarettes will not be sold in food
shops.

3. More restaurants will cater to non-
smokers.

4. Legal measures will be taken to stop
smoking in schools and in public transport.

The new Government orders were dis
closed in an issue of the Prague News
Letter.
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WINDPROOF serinie

SPRAYS 250-FT. CIRCLE

Inspired design—Ilike a fire pump—sprays a
flat trajectory virtually unaffected by even
stiff winds. Water hugs the ground, soaks
under windows without a drop going through
the windows. Keeps evaporation low, saves
water. Rugged Delrin con-
struction. Won't freeze.
Long lasting. Trouble-free.

127

NO BACK SPRAY

Walk right up behind it
pick it up, move it, ad-
just it, use as hand
sprayer.

: WHEN YOU LIFT
It Stops Rotating

v No need to shut off
water just to move it.

Get the full distance all the way down to just
ten feet away! Just turn the calibrated dial.

COUNTRY CLUB PRODUCTS

210 W. 8th St.

DIAL YOUR DISTANCE

Dept. Penelope
Kansas City, Mo. 64105
Phone 816 221-3562
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A monthly
exploration into the
fascinating world of
Chemistry

v, Lo Ghenmst e

for science-minded students
and their teachers.

This lively, colorful, junior-
scientific journal relates class-
room chemistry to the scientific
advances going on in the world
today. Recent articles include:

o “Nylon: From Test Tube to
Counter”

o “‘Plutonium: The Ornery
Element”

o “Preparing For A Career in
Chemistry”

o “Lattle Drops of Mercury
Can Make You So Mad”

o ‘“The Discovery of
Potassium’’

o ‘“‘Weathering Rocks in the
Laboratory”

o “The Great Laughing Gas
Experiment”

. . . and many others that sup-
plement classroom discussion
and experiments. Chemisiry
highlights the challenging op-
portunities open to young scien-
tists. It offers a wealth of project
ideas for science fairs. It pro-
vides practical stimulation for
the student to achieve greater
progress.

An American Chemical Society
publication, expertly edited,
handsomely illustrated to serve
as a simplified scientific journal
for students in the advance high
school or early college years.

Available by subscriptiononly. ..
$3 per year (12 monthly issues)

Send orders to:

CHEMISTRY
1155 - 16th St., N.W.
‘Washington, D.C. 20036
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