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Mass Media Calmed U. S.

» MASS MEDIA, particularly television,
acted as a catharsis for national grief over
President John F. Kennedy’s death and kept
the nation on an even keel amid rumors
of dark conspiracy, Stanford University re-
ported in Palo Alto, Calif.

This and other analyses of the part played
by communications on Nov. 22, 1963, will
be published in “The Kennedy Assassination
and the American Public: Social Communi-
cation in Crisis” (Stanford University Press).
Thirty-eight social scientists and newsmen
contributed to the volume, edited by Profs.
Bradley S. Greenberg and Edwin B. Parker.
Interviews with 1,300 persons in the week
following Kennedy’s assassination form the
basis of the work.

From the time of Kennedy's death on
Friday to his funeral on Monday, Ameri-
cans spent an average of more than eight
hours viewing television.

Such extensive coverage calmed people,
noted Dr. Wilbur Schramm, Stanford Uni-
versity.

“If a suitable object for great national
anger had emerged from the news of the
crisis, it is conceivable that a mass uprising
might have occurred.”

Highlights of a summary by Profs. Green-
berg and Parker are:

‘Westinghouse h

5,000 YEARS UNDERGROUND—
This Time Capsule, to be opened in
5,000 years, documents man’s progress
in the last 25 years. Sealed inside indi-
vidual glass vessels, the contents will
rest inside a large Pyrex cylinder in
an inert atmosphere of argom gas
at low bumidity. The glass tube,
wrapped with asbestos tape, will lie
inside an airtight Kromarc stainless
steel cylinder.

People varied in the strength of their
reactions on the basis of class and sex.
Women reacted more strongly than men
and grieved more deeply. Men, however,
showed more grief at work or in public
than when alone.

Women’s suspicions were more prevalent
and extensive. Women were more likely to
assume collective responsibility than were
men and they were less certain that Oswald
was guilty.

The working class and some middle class
persons showed more intense sorrow than
those with upper class incomes or occu-
pations.

Race did not seem to determine reactions
so much as political affiliation or personal
preference. “Negro responses were more like
those of white pro-Kennedy Northerners
than like those of any other regional or
political group,” the report states.

Exposure to television and other media
followed general partisan lines. Republicans
were less upset and spent less time before
their sets than did Kennedy supporters.

But the most important deduction, the
summary concludes, is that “Americans trust
their free press and their free broadcasting
system. . . . These did not fail the people
in any important way.”
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GENERAL SCIENCE
Time Capsule Il Deposited
For 5,000 Years at Fair

» TIME CAPSULE II was lowered into a
50-foot steel shaft at the New York World’s
Fair on Oct. 16 to await its discoverers in
the 70th century A.D.

At the push of a button by Westinghouse
President Donald C. Burnham, an electri-
cally driven hoist sent the 465-pound, tor-
pedo-shaped vessel to its permanent resting
place alongside the 1938 Westinghouse Time
Capsule. Its message, chosen by world au-
thorities, documents major achievements
and events of the past quarter century in
117,000 micro-filmed pages. It also holds 45
objects selected for their significance to peo-
ple in the distant future.

Fair President Robert Moses, New York
City Park Commissioner Newbold Morris
and Dr. Leonard Carmichael, vice president
for research and exploration of the National
Geographic Society took part in the lower-
ing ceremony. Dr. Carmichael headed the
committee of distinguished experts who
selected the contents for Time Capsule II.

In the Time Capsule, men 5,000 years from
now can find a record of civilization, a rec-
ord which could be more priceless to them
than the Rosetta stone, the Pyramids or the
Dead Sea Scrolls have been to us, Mr. Burn-
ham said.

Chemical tests of the Kromarc stainless
steel used to make the Time Capsule, and
of the soil where it lies, show that the con-
tents will be safe from corrosion.
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Questions

ARCHAEOLOGY—What North American water-
ways are pictured on the map drawn by an
Austrian monk in 1440? p. 263,

ASTRONOMY—Which is the brightest star in
the constellation of Pisces Austrinus, the south-
ern fish? p. 266.

BIOLOGY—What kinds of organic compounds
;%;nd on meteorites have been identified? p.

BIOTECHNOLOGY—How is electrical current
produced from coconut milk? p. 264.

NATURE NOTE—About how many species of
flatworm are there? p. 267.

TECHNOLOGY—Where is the world's first
land-based desalting plant using atomic power
to generate electricity located? p. 261.

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

VOL. 88 OCTOBER 23, 1965 NO. 17

Edited by WATSON DAVIS

The Weekly Summary of Current Science, pub-
lished every Saturday by SCIENCE SERVICE, Inc.,
1719 N St., N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036. NOrth
7-2255. Cable Address: SCIENSERVC.

Subscription rates: 1 yr. $5.50; 2 yrs.,, $10.00;
3 yrs.,, $14.50; ten or more copies in one package
to one address, 712 cents per copy per week; single
copy, 15 cents, more than six montﬁs old, 25 cents.
No charge for foreign postage. Change of address:
Three weeks notice is required. Please state exactly
how magazine is addressed. Include zip code.

Copyright @ 1965 by Science Service, Inc. Repub-
lication of any portion of SCIENCE NEWS LETTER
is strictly prohibited. Newpapers, magazines and other
publications are invited to avail themselves of the
numerous syndicated services issued by Science Service.
Science Service also produces and distributes THINGS
of science (monthly), produces and publishes books,
and conducts the National Science Youth Program.

Printed in U.S.A. Second class postage paid at
Washington, D. C. Established in mimeograph form
March 13, 1922. Title registered as trademark, U. 8.
and Canadian Patent offices. Indexed in Reader’s
Guide to Periodical Literature, Abridged Guide, and
the Engineering Index. Member of Audit Bureau of
Circulation.

S
SCIENCE SERVICE

The Institution for the Popularization of Science
organized 1921 as a non-profit corporation.

Board of Trustees—Nominated by the American
Association for the Advancement of Science: Wal-
lace R. Brode,*** Washington, D.C.; Bowen C.
Dees, National Science Foundation; Athelstan F.
Spilhaus, University of Minnesota. Nominated by
the National Academy of Sciences: Harlow Shap-
ley, Harvard College Observatory; Detlev W,
Bronk, Rockefeller Institute; Henry Allen Moe, The
Clark Foundation. Nominated by the National Re-
search Council: Lleonard Carmichael,* National
Geographic Society; Eric A. Walker, Pennsylvania
State University; Glenn T. Seaborg, U.S. Atomic
Energy Commission. Nominated by the Journalistic
Profession: Gordon B. Fister, Allentown (Pa.) Call-
Chronicle; Ralph B. Curry, Flint Journal; O. W.
Riegel, Washington and Lee University. Nominated
by the Scripps Estate: Ludwell Denny, Scripps
Howard Newspapers: Edward W. Scripps Il,** Ed-
ward W. Scripps Trust; Edward J. Meeman, Mem-
phis Press-Scimitar. *President, **Vice President,
***Treasurer.

Staff—Director: Watson Davis. Assistant Director:
Dorothy Schriver. Writers: Elinor Betters, Jonathan
Eberhart, Ann Ewing, Faye Marley, Patricia Mc-
Broom, Barbara Tufty, Judith Viorst, Ruby Yoshioka.
Science Youth Division: Joseph H. Kraus, Llloyd
Ulmer. Photography: Fremont Davis. Production:
Marcia Nelson. Syndicate Sales: Forrest L. Snaken-
berg. Llibrarian: Margit Friedrich. Interlingua Di-
vision in New York: Alexander Gode, 80 E. 11th
St., GRamercy 3-5410. Advertising Manager: Fred
A. Moulton, MEtropolitan 8-2562, Washington, D.C.

www.jstor.org



