260
SOCIOLOGY

Delinquents Find Values

» A GROUP of teen-age delinquents in
Newark, N.J., are being rehabilitated
under special conditions that instill new
values.

A facility, called Essexfields, oper-
ates on the premise that many juvenile
delinquents are not antisocial. They
are simply conforming to the values of
the street gang, meaning that their law-
lessness is, in reality, social.

If such 17- and 18-year-old boys
could be placed in a new group with
more “lawful” ideas, it was reasoned
that they would naturally reform.

This is evidently what has happened
at Essexfields. For a start, the day
rehabilitation center in the middle of
Newark’s high delinquency area “seed-
ed” its program with 10 boys from a
similar project elsewhere in New Jer-
sey. They were delinquents in the proc-
ess of reform and provided the basic
values for all new admissions to the
center. Thereafter, Essexfields admitted
only five boys per month and kept the
total at 20, so the new “subculture”
could be maintained.

The boys were together from 7:30 in
the morning until 10 o’clock at night.
During working hours they chopped
wood and took care of the grounds at
a nearby mental hospital. In the eve-
ning they took part in a type of group
therapy or self-realization session led
by two therapists.

At first the delinquent was typically
close-mouthed and dishonest in his new
setting. But group pressure to reveal
himself, tell his story and admit his
weaknesses was so great that each boy
had to cooperate or be a failure.

Though the values of lawfulness and

self-realization came initially from
adults, they were maintained and im-
plemented by the group—a far more
successful cure for delinquency than
individual counseling, Essexfields sup-
porters believe.

Of 246 boys admitted over a four-
year period, 20% were unsuitable and
Juvenile Court transferred them else-
where. Of the remaining 196 boys, 12%
later ended up in correctional institu-
tions, in comparison to a normal return
rate of 50% to 75%.

Saul Pilnick and Neale W. Clapp of
Essexfields, and Albert Elias of the
New Jersey State Reformatory, Borden-
town, described this new concept in the
Journal of Applied Behavioral Science,
2:109, 1966.
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PUBLIC SAFETY
Helmet for Drivers
Could Prevent Injuries

» IF A FASHIONABLE crash helmet
for drivers of cars were made, some of
the 2.3 million head injuries suffered
each year from auto accidents could be
prevented.

Dr. A. Earl Walker, Johns Hopkins
University neurologist, told a symposi-
um in Chicago that a guard for the
forehead and a simple attachment to a
shoulder harness could protect drivers
from head and neck injuries.

One of every 200 people in the
United States requires medical care for
a head injury each year, he said.
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shown, including international

You are cordially invited to attend the

17th International Science Fair

A Science Service Youth Activity

Dallas Memorial Auditorium, Dallas, Texas

More than 420 exhibits from 227 regional, state and nation-wide science fairs will be
participation from Canada,
Philippines, Puerto Rico and Sweden.

THURSDAY and FRIDAY, MAY 12 and 13
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Finalists will be present

THURSDAY and FRIDAY
9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

17th International Science Fair closes Friday, 9:30 p.m.

Costa Rica, Japan,
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Questions

What has been the cause of distorted

heart data from vector cardiograms?

p. 258.
What is a “whistler’”? p. 266.

Where was the largest meteoritic

diamond found? p. 267.

SCIENCE NEWS
SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

YOL. B9 APRIL 16, 1966 No. 16

Edited by WATSON DAVIS

The Weekly Summary of Current Science, pub-
lished every Saturday by SCIENCE SERVICE, Inc.,
1719 N St., N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036. NOrth
7-2255. Cable Address: SCIENSERVC.

Subscription rate: 1 yr., $5.50; 2 yrs., $10.00;
3 yrs., $14.50. Special trial offer for new sub-
scribers only: 41 weeks, $3.13. Ten or more copies
in one package to one address, 7Y2 cents per copy
per week; single copy, 15 cents, more than six
months old, 25 cents. No charge for foreign post-
age. Change of address: Three weeks notice is
required. Please state exactly how magazine is
addressed. Include zip code. X

Copyright © 1966 by Science Service, Inc. Re-
publication of any portion of SCIENCE
NEWS is strictly prohibited. Newspapers, mag-
azines and other publications are invited to
avail themselves of the numerous syndicated
services issued by Science Service. Science Service
also produces and distributes THINGS of science
(monthly), $5.00 per year; produces and publishes
books and conducts the National Science Youth
Program. .

Printed in U.S.A. Second class postage paid at
Washington, D. C. Established in mimeograph
form March 13, 1922. Title registered as trade-
mark U. S. and Canadian Patent offices. Indexed
in Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature,
Abridged Guide, and the Engineering Index.
Member of Audit Bureau of Circulation.

SCIENCE SERVICE

The Institution for the Popularization of Science
organized 1921 as a non-profit corporation.

Board of Trustees—Nominated by the American
Association for the Advancement of Sciences: Wal-
lace R. Brode,*** Washington, D.C.; Bowen C.
Dees, National Science Foundation; Athelstan F.
Spilhaus, University of Minnesota. Nominated by
the National Academy of Sciences; Harlow Shap-
ley, Harvard College Observatory; Detlev W.
Bronk, Rockefeller Institute; Henry Allen Moe, The
Clark Foundation. Nominated by the National Re-
search Council: Leonard Carmichael,* National
Geographic Society; Eric A. Walker, Pennsylvania
State University; Glenn T. Seaborg, U.S. Atomic
Energy Commission. Nominated by the Journalistic
Profession: Gordon B. Fister, Allentown (Pa.) Call-
Chronicle; Ralph B. Curry, Flint Journal; O. W.
Riegel, Washington and Lee University. Nominated
by the Scripps Estate: Ludwell Denny, Scripps
Howard Newspapers: Edward W. Scripps 11,** Ed-
ward W. Scripps Trust; Edward J. Meeman, Mem-
phis Press-Scimitar. *President, **Vice President,
***Treasurer.

Staff—Director: Watson Davis. Assistant Director:
Dorothy Schriver. Writers: Barbara Culliton, Jon-
athan Eberhart, Ann Ewing, Faye Marley, Pa-
tricia McBroom, Barbara Tufty, Judith Viorst, Ruby
Yoshioka. Science Youth Division: Joseph H. Kraus,
Lloyd Ulmer. Photography: Fremont Davis. Pro-
duction: Marcia Nelson. Syndicate Sales: Forrest
L. Snakenberg. Llibrarian: Margit Friedrich. Inter.
lingua Division in New York: Alexander Gode,
80 E. 11th St., GRamercy 3-5410.

ADVERTISING
Advertising Director SCIENCE

Washington, D. C.
20036. Telephone 202-667-8945.
Advertising  Representatives: SCRIPPS - HOWARD
NEWSPAPERS. General Advertising Department:
200 Park Ave., New York, N.Y., TN 7-5000; 400
N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, M., SU7-3355; 800
Broadway, Suite 1100, Cincinnati, Ohio, 721-1254;
Suite 211, Braniff Building, Dallas, Texas,
FL 7-3847; 5-258 General Motors Building; Detroit,
Mich., TR 5-8727; 6363 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles,
Calif., OL 3-0026; Room 1522, Philadelphia Na-
tional Bank Building, Philadelphia, Pa., LO 3-6275;
Central Tower Building, 703 Market St., San
Francisco, Colif., GA 1.5187.

7

Louis D. Young,
NEWS, 1719 N S§t, N.W,,

www_jstor.org



