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Danger in 'Swimming Hole'

» AS WARM WEATHER approaches,
the old swimming hole will again beck-
on boys and girls in farm areas.
But disease germs lurk in waters ex-
posed to cattle and other animals, and
such waters should not be used for
recreation.

One “swimming hole disease” called
leptospirosis is caused by water-borne
Leptospira pomona. The first major
U.S. outbreak of this acutely infectious
disease in man was reported in 1951.

Two recent outbreaks in Iowa are
reported in Public Health Reports,
81:299, 1966, by Drs. Stanley L.
Diesch and William F. McCulloch of
the Institute of Agricultural Medicine,
University of Iowa College of Medi-
cine, Iowa City.

Infected persons had gone swim-
ming in water frequented by cattle,
swine and wild animals such as rac-
coons, opossums, foxes, muskrats and
mice. Water tests revealed the first
documented isolation of pathogenic lep-
tospires from natural waters in Iowa.

The isolation of pathogenic lepto-
spires from water from which hu-
mans were infected is significant in
both the United States and other areas
of the world, the researchers pointed
out. Domestic animals and wildlife in-

fected with leptospires are potential
carriers and shedders of leptospires
in the urine.

Warm summer temperatures are
ideal for maintaining leptospiral organ-
isms in water, and heavy rains may
transport the organisms downstream.
When the temperature becomes high
and there is no rain, water becomes
stagnant and conditions are suitable
for maintaining the organisms.

Farm ponds in the United States
accounted for two million surface
acres of water in 1960. An increase
of one-half million acres by 1976 and
another million acres by the year
2000 have been predicted. In states
where natural lakes are few, farm
ponds, rivers and streams are widely
used for recreational purposes. In 1964,
there were approximately 26,470 farm
ponds in Iowa.

Other states have similar hazards.
The Iowa researchers said that many
privately operated recreational facili-
ties are being established near popu-
lated centers and that preventive
measures are needed to protect man
against exposure to the agents of in-
fectious disease that may be present
in recreational waters.
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Next best to owning a
$50 pair of binoculars,
$65 worth of spotting
scope and a $30
telescope is this
all-in-one Bicky....

The new triple-duty
monocular system

It is entirely reasonable to question how any optical instrument can serve
so many purposes, cost so little and be any good. Well, the following facts

speak for themselves:

The ‘“‘Bicky’’ is a 10-power, precision prismatic telescope individually cok
limated and hand-finished. Not to be confused with those mass-produced
tubular (refraction) telescopes. ® 10x30 mm. coated Kellner achromatic
optics. ® Comes with pistol-grip handle; adjustable table-top tripod with
360° two-plane panning head; a car window adapter so your Bickey can go
along on scenic drives. You'll find a nice soft carrying case and handstrap
to make the 512", 7 oz. Bicky as portable and convenient as a miniature
camera. M Only the Japanese optical industry could produce an instru-
ment of this quality and versatility for such a price. Just the thing if you
can't afford (or justify) spending all that money on binoculars, a spotting
scope and telescope. The Bicky Monocular System is just like ;
having all three in one ... for seeing everything under the
sun 10-times bigger and better: flora and fauna; indoor
and outdoor sports; the planets.

l Mail to: Haverhill's 526 Washington St.

| San Francisco, California 94111

| Please mail me the Bicky Monocular System, complete with attachments, in
foam-lined gift box. Satisfaction or refund guaranteed.

[J 1 enclose $25.75 plus $1.00 for postage and insurance. (Calif Residents Add 4% Sales Tax)
{3 Bill American Expr. Acct. #
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full color illustrations of Eastern l
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migration patterns — the complete
Birdwatcher’s guide. Bound in flex-
ible waterproof plastic. 340 pages. |
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Questions

What new food has been created to
provide nourishment especially to pre-
school children in developing countries?
p. 361.

Why is it a waste of time for a fly
to learn anything? p. 370.

How does dust maintain the dryness
of land in India? p. 374.

SCIENCE NEWS
SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

VOL. 89 MAY 14, 1966 No. 20

Edited by WATSON DAVIS

The Weekly Summary of Current Science, pub-
lished every Saturday by SCIENCE SERVICE, Inc.,
1719 N St., N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036, NOrth
7-2255. Cable Address: SCIENSERVC.

Subscription rate: 1 yr., $5.50; 2 yrs., $10.00;
3 yrs., $14.50. Special trial offer for new sub-
scribers only: 41 weeks, $3.13. Ten or more copies
in one package to one address, 72 cents per copy
per week; single copy, 15 cents, more than six
months old, 25 cents. No charge for foreign post-
age. Chonge of address: Three weeks notice is
required. Please state exactly how magazine is
addressed. lnélude zi% cosde. Servi I R

Copyright 1966 by Science Service, Inc. Re-
publicZnti(Lm of any portion of SCIENCE
NEWS is strictly prohibited. Newspapers, mag-
azines and other publications are invited to
avail themselves of the numerous syndicated
services issued by Science Service. Science Service
also produces and distributes THINGS of science
(monthly), $5.00 per year; produces and publishes
books and conducts the National Science Youth
Program, .

Printed in U.S.A. Second class postage paid at
Washington, D. C. Established in mimeograph
form March 13, 1922. Title registered as trade-
mark_ U. S. and Canadian Patent offices. Indexed
in Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature,
Abridged Guide, and the Engineering Index.
Member of Audit Bureau of Circulation.

SCIENCE SERVICE

The Institution for the Popularization of Science
organized 1921 as a non-profit corporation.

Board of Trustees—Nominated by the American
Association for the Advancement of Sciences: Wal-
lace R. Brode,*** Washington, D.C.; Bowen C.
Dees, National Science Foundation; Athelstan F.
Spilhaus, University of Mi ta. Nominated
the National Academy of Sciences: Harlow Shap-
ley, Harvard College Observatory; Detlev W.
Bronk, Rockefeller institute; Henry Allen Moe, The
Clark Foundation. Nominated by the National Re-
search Council: Leonard Carmichael, National
Geographic Society; Eric A. Walker, Pennsylvania
State University; Glenn T. Seaborg,* U.S. Atomic
Energy Commission. Nominated by the Journalistic
Profession: Gordon B. Fister, Allentown (Pa.) Call-
Chronicle; Ralph B. Curry, Flint Journal; O. W.
Riegel,**** Washington and Lee University. Nom-
inated by the Scripps Estate: Ludwell Denny,
Scripps-Howard Newspapers; Edward W. Scripps

It,** Edword W. Scripps Trust; Edward J. Mee-
man, Memphis Press-Scimitar. *President, **Vice
President, ***Treasurer, ****Secretary.

Staff—Director: Watson Davis. Assistant Director:
Dorothy Schriver. Writers: Barbara Culliton, Jon-
athan Eberhart, Ann Ewing, Faye Marley, Pa-
tricic McBroom, Barbara Tufty, Judith Viorst, Ruby
Yoshioka. Science Youth Division: Joseph H. Kraus,
Lloyd Ulmer. Photography: Fremont Davis. Pro-
duction: Marcia Nelson. Syndicate Sales: Forrest
L. Snokenberg. Librarian: Margit Friedrich. Inter-
lingua Division in New York: Alexander Gode,
80 E. 11th St., GRamercy 3-5410.

ADVERTISING

Louis D. Young, Advertising Director SCIENCE
NEWS, 1719 N St., N.W., Washington, D. C.
20036. Telephone 202-667-8945.

Advertising  Representatives: SCRIPPS - HOWARD
NEWSPAPERS. General Advertising Department:
200 Park Ave., New York, N.Y., TN 7-5000; 400
N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Iil., SU 7-3355; 800
Broadway, Suite 1100, Cincinnati, Ohio, 721-1254;
Suite 211, Braniff Building, Dallas, Texas,
FL 7-3847; 5-258 General Motors Building; Detroit,
Mich., TR 5-8727; 6363 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles,
Calif., OL 3-0026; Room 1522, Philadelphia Na-
tional Bank Building, Philadelphia, Pa., LO 3-6275;
Central Tower Building, 703 Market St., San
Francisco, Colif., GA 1-5187.

7

®

WWw.jstor.org



