MEDICINE

Medicare Ready to Roll

The need for increased hospital beds in some
areas and greater efficiency in others
is foreseen as Medicare goes into effect—By Faye Marley

» THE HARD-FOUGHT battle for
Medicare under Social Security has end-
ed with general agreement between the
Administration, the American Hospital
Association, the medical profession and
the chief “intermediary,” Blue Cross.

Blue Cross, which has signed a con-
tract with the Government as an ad-
ministrative intermediary, expects to be
the go-between for more than 90% of
the country’s voluntary system hos-
pitals.

The Fourth of July holiday will give
a long weekend for appraisal of the
first day’s business on July 1, but Wal-
ter J. McNerney, Blue Cross Associa-
tion president, told a news conference
in Washington, D.C., that he does not
expect any ‘“extraordinary press” on
hospital facilities at the beginning of
Medicare’s operation.

An increase of hospital beds will be
needed in a few areas, Mr. McNerney
said, but he emphasized that there is
“a greater need to use more efficiently
what we’ve got.” Nursing homes are
admittedly in short supply and home-
care establishments are needed.

With some 15% or 20% of the
country’s hospitals holding back on the
civil rights requirements, and the Gov-
ernment deadly serious about withhold-
ing funds from those who do not co-
operate in admitting all races, the great-
est deterrent to adequate facilities will
be the racial problem.

The largest number of noncomply-
ing hospitals are in the South, but Mr.
McNerney told SCIENCE SERVICE that
?ot all were below the Mason-Dixon
mne.

A peculiar secrecy shrouds the names
of the segregated hospitals. The only
means of detecting them is to read the
list of institutions cooperating and rule
out the others in a community.

Subscribers in New Orleans, Baton
Rouge and some other cities known to
be on a segregated basis have been ad-
vised by Blue Cross to hold onto their
present health insurance policies until
they are sure of coverage.

Mr. McNerney said he called Com-
missioner Robert M. Ball of the Social
Security Administration to be sure that
Blue Cross was not upsetting his
strategy in making this recommenda-
tion.

“Our concern was in the protection
of the old people,” said the Blue Cross
president.

Warnings are sounded in Medical
World News, 7:53, 1966, on overly
optimistic expectations by old people

who believe nearly all their hospital
and medical bills will be covered by
Medicare.

How Medicare affects present health
insurance is covered in a six-page re-
port in Consumer Reports, 31:288,
1966, which discusses the doctor’s op-
tions on billing, drug costs, what is
covered and not covered, how Medi-
care will affect U.S. medicine and other
practical topics.

Mr. McNerney said the complemen-
tary coverage plans of Blue Cross
should offset the cancellations of ordi-
nary policies for those persons over 65
years old. A number of other plans to
fill the monetary gap will be worth
looking into.

Many physicians are expected to re-
fuse to accept Federal money in direct
payment for treatment of their patients,
but this problem has been worked out
satisfactorily through an itemized re-
ceipt plan. The patient pays the doctor
for his services, either in installments
or in toto, then submits the receipt with
his claim form to receive Medicare re-
imbursement.

Hospital costs are expected to rise
because of additional personnel and
minimum wage requirements, as well
as the improved treatment made pos-
sible by new medical discoveries.
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TECHNOLOGY

New Glass Transmits
High Range of Infrared

> A NEW GLASS that transmits a
high range of infrared radiation is ex-
pected to find wide use as domes for
heat-seeking missiles and in optical in-
struments.

The glass is called Cortran Code
9753 by its manufacturers, Corning
Glass Works, Corning, N.Y. It trans-
mits about 82% of the infrared energy
at from four microns, or 40,000 Ang-
stroms, down to four-tenths of a mi-
cron.
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