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Centers for Poor Approved

Four neighborhood health centers to be managed by
hospitals and medical schools will provide medical
and health services to the poor—By Patricia McBroom

» SARGENT SHRIVER, head of the
War on Poverty, has approved some
$6.5 million to bring medical and
health services to the poor. The funds
will go to create four neighborhood
health centers within three to six
months in Watts, in South Bronx,
N.Y., and in Chicago’s North Lawn-
dale and Mile Square areas.

Mr. Shriver told a news conference
that he believes the centers will prove
to be as important a break from tra-
ditional patterns in medical care as
Project Head Start has been in edu-
cation.

Because they break new ground, the
centers will be in the nature of dem-
onstration projects, each one differing
slightly from the others. All, however,
aim at comprehensive services in one
location, including maternity and child
care, diagnosis and medical treatment,
physical therapy, dental care, birth con-
trol services and drugs. Not all cen-
ters will provide the full range of serv-
ices initially. For instance Watts will
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A noted publisher in Chicago reveals a re-
markable effective method for building a
working knowledge of over 2,000 powerful,
expressive words quickly and easily.

People unable to express themselves ef-
fectively often lose many business and so-
cial opportunities. Others who use words
improperly, subject themselves to ridicule
and cause others to misunderstand what
they mean.

We need good words, says the publisher,
to understand more clearly what we read
and hear, to think with greater clarity and
logic and to express ourselves more effec-
tively when we speak or write. A good
command of words instills confidence in
our ability to speak convincingly and im-
press others with our knowledge and un-
derstanding.

To acquaint the readers of this publica-
tion with the easy-to-follow rules for de-
veloping a large vocabulary, the publish-
ers have printed full details of their inter-
esting self-training method in a new
booklet, “Adventures in Vocabulary,”
which will be mailed free to anyone who
requests it. No obligation. Send your name,
address, and zip code to: Vocabulary
Studies, 835 Diversey Parkway, Dept. 264B,
?hicago, IIl. 60614. A postcard will do.
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offer dental care; the Chicago projects
will not.

The Office of Economic Opportu-
nity (OEO) reasons that 80% of the
medical needs of the poor can be satis-
fied through such centers. Only 20%
require hospital care, such as for major
surgery.

The actual recipients of OEO money
are the private hospitals and medical
schools which will staff and manage
the centers, said Mr. Shriver. Largest
of the four grants is $2.4 million to
the University of Southern California
Medical School for Watts.

But however large the grant, it can
do little more than make a dent in the
medical needs of the Watts population,
as OEO sees them.

Between 300,000 and 400,000 people
live in this area, the size of the City
of San Francisco. The closest public
hospital, Los Angeles County General,
is 12 miles away. (Los Angeles recently
voted down a hospital for Watts. Al-
though 59% of the people voted for it,
a two-thirds majority was required.)

Against this massive need will
stand the new center, housed in pre-
fabricated buildings, staffed with 24
physicians from the USC Medical
School, and designed to handle a maxi-
mum of 30,000 people initially.

Dr. Julius B. Richmond, Project
Head Start director and now assistant
director for OEO’s Health Affairs Of-
fice, emphasized that the health center
will not take the place of a much
needed hospital.

But it will bring medicine to people,
many of whom never saw a doctor un-
til they reached midteens. Dr. Rich-
mond said such deprivation is common
in poor areas.

To stretch physician time, OEO plans
to train and employ large numbers of
local residents as aides and nonprofes-
sional personnel at all the centers. A
significant slice of the $2.2 million for
the Bronx center will be used to create
a pool of trained aides recruited from
among the poor. Under the manage-
ment of Montefiore Hospital in New
York, the Bronx center is designed
for 8,000 families.

In Chicago, Presbyterian St. Lukes
Hospital has been awarded slightly less
than $1.2 million for the Mile Square
area center, serving 10,600 people at
first. A smaller grant, $719,644, went
to Mt. Sinai Hospital in Chicago for
the Lawndale area.

Dr. Richmond said OEO is aware
of some 200 communities in the United
States that need similar centers.
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