PSYCHOLOGY

Beliets Attract People

» THE PSYCHOLOGICAL ‘“chemis-
try” that attracts one person to an-
other seems to be common attitudes.

According to two recent studies, an
individual’s attitudes on issues ranging
from school integration to war and
necking are far more important than
his prestige in making him personally
attractive to another. Beliefs are also
more important than race or sex.

In the prestige study, Drs. Donn
Byrne and William Griffitt of the Uni-
versity of Texas and Carole Golightly
of the University of Portland in Ore-
gon, found that occupational status
had virtually no influence on attrac-
tion, at least on paper.

Thirty student subjects were given
attitude scales filled out by a number
of anonymous strangers, and asked
to judge whether or not they would
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like and enjoy working with these peo-
ple. The students strongly leaned to-
ward those who expressed beliefs sim-
ilar to their own, while the stranger’s
occupation, whether janitor or physi-
cist, apparently had no effect on lika-
bility.

Perhaps, wrote the experimenters in
the Duke University Journal of Per-
sonality 34:434, 1966, the impact of
similar and differing attitudes on at-
traction is “extremely pervasive” and
more general than would be expected.

A separate study of race, sex and
belief as factors in friendship came
up with similar results. Drs. Richard
H. Willis, Carole R. Smith and Lev
Williams of Washington University, St.
Louis, Mo., reported at a recent psy-
chological conference that only in the
deep South was race more important
than beliefs when 307 whites and Ne-
groes were asked whether or not they
would accept the friendship of a num-
ber of people described to them.

For all others, similarity of beliefs
on issues was most important. Race,
however, came second, while sex was
least important.

DENTISTRY

Plastic Patches Replace
Braces on Teeth

» A NEW METHOD of straighten-
ing teeth may cut down on the groans
of unlucky teen-agers by replacing the
old metal braces with plastic patches.

Comfortable, quickly installed and
removed, not apt to result in extreme-
ly decayed teeth, and hardly notice-
able while on, the patches seem to
have nothing in common with the old
braces except that they do straighten
teeth.

Placed on the tooth’s front only,
the plastic panel is only 1/16 of an
inch thick and slotted in front to ac-
commodate a wire to straighten the
teeth. A transparent adhesive holds the
panel in place on each tooth.

The patches have survived up to 10-
month trials in volunteer youngsters,
but will not be in general use for an-
other two years. The developers, engi-
neers at the Newark College of Engi-
neering, N.J., want to perfect them to
hold up for at least six months (the
time between fittings) under any con-
ditions.
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TECHNOLOGY

Handwritten Numbers
Can Be Read by Machine

» THE HANDWRITTEN numbers on
everything from checks to sales slips
can be read by a machine just intro-
duced.

A company using the new reader
does not have to convert pencil-written
or printed numerical data into punched
card machine language before entering
it into a computerized filing system. It
is transmitted directly from source doc-
uments into the computer, saving time
and money, and eliminating conversion
errors.

Developed by International Business
Machines Corporation, the machine has
read more than 18.5 million handwrit-
ten numbers at IBM’s World’s Fair ex-
hibit and in field tests with a number
of companies.

The problem of identifying varia-
tions in handwritten numbers has been
solved by IBM with a tiny “flying spot”
of light only five one-thousandths of an
inch in diameter.

Projected by the machine’s optical
sensing unit, the flying spot scans lines
or fields of numbers on a business docu-
ment. When it crosses any part of a
handwritten or printed number, it spi-
rals completely around the number be-
fore moving on. This technique is
called “curve-following.”

Why Do You
Have A Poor
Memory?

A noted publisher in Chicago reports there
is a simple technique for acquiring a pow-
erful memory which can pay you real divi-
dends in both business and social advance-
ment and works like magic to give you
added poise, necessary self-confidence and
greater popularity.

According to this publisher, many peo-
ple do not realize how much they could
influence others simply by remembering ac-
curately everything they see, hear, or read.
Whether in business, at social functions or
even in casual conversations with new
acquaintances, there are ways in which you
can dominate each situation by your abil-
ity to remember.

To acquaint the readers of this publi-
cation with the easy-to-follow rules for
developing skill in remembering anything
you choose to remember, the publishers
have printed full details of their self-train-
ing method in a new book, “Adventures in
Memory,” which will be mailed free to
anyone who requests it. No obligation.
Send your name, address, and zip code to:
Memory Studiés, 835 Diversey Parkway,
Dept. 2647, Chicago, Ill. 60614. A post-
card will do.—(Adv.)

www.jstor.org



