PUBLIC HEALTH

Salmonella: Scope Hidden

Cases of the food borne disease
may be hidden under flu diagnosis

» THE 24,000 CASES of salmonella
poisoning reported to public health of-
ficials a year appears to be only the tip
of the iceberg. The true extent of the
disease, believed to be great, is still
largely unknown.

It is the breakthrough in the devel-
opment of influenza virus vaccines
within the last few years, in fact, that
has triggered the salmonella concern.

Both flu-type ailments and salmonella
poisoning show similar symptoms:
cramps, fever, achiness and the rest.
Healthy adults seldom die from either,
but infants and old people may well
succumb to both.

The continued appearance of these
symptoms long after the flu vaccines
should have had them under at least
limited control, according to Food and
Drug Administration officials in Wash-
ington, led to the search for additional
causes; salmonella raised its ugly head.
And the fact that many cases of food
poisoning may be casually identified as
a kind of flu has been suggested.

So the health officials were not really
surprised last week when supplies of
Starlac—a powdered milk produced by
the Borden Co.—were found to be
mildly contaminated with salmonella.

The theories on the growth and
promulgation of the organism current-
ly receiving closest attention is that,
while salmonella can live in man as
well as animals, and has been found
in a variety of food products, is that
salmonella is apparently transmitted to
dairy animals in contaminated foods,
and to man through animal products.

In light of this, the Food and Drug
Administration and  other  health
agencies have been watching animal
products—particularly milk products—
“We zeroed in in February,” says an
official.

Plants, like the Starlac plant. are
inspected regularly. and samples of the
products are evaluated.
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Make Your Own
Wine at Home!
Federal laws permit
each head-of-house-
hold up to 200 gals.
of wine annually for
household consump-
tion. Makes wine-
making easy and fun.
A personal taste treat.
Use peaches, raisins
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time, complete instruction book with recipes. $4.98 ppd.
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“There have been several official
callbacks of shipments,” says FDA, but
none were as extensive as the Borden
case. Borden recalled shipments to some
76,000 retail stores, on recommendation
of FDA.

This was despite the fact that no ill-
nesses were reported in the Borden
case, and the contamination was ap-
parently not at a dangerous level.

But salmonella reproduce rapidly in
a favorable environment—on the floor
of a milk shed. a dairy plant. or in a
cupboard, if moisture is present. And
officials feared that even the non-toxic
levels could later create problems.

There are more than 1,200 known
salmonella strains. Most of them
produce minor gastrointestinal infec-
tions. Some, however, can be serious.

Salmonella typhosa is perhaps the
most serious type, but that typhus is
only one among many. New strains
have been identified at an increasing
rate in recent years, as concern has de-
veloped. In some studies, the organisms
have been isolated from 24% of ap-
parently healthy cattle.

The key to the problem seems to be
that, while low levels of salmonella
may not be toxic. even low levels must
be monitored continuously to insure
against the multiplication of an ap-
parently innocuous colony into a major
public health problem.
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The scientific basis for diamond
synthesis was not established until 1797.

A new process to bond metal to den-
tal enamel welds the metal to hard
tissue with ultrasonic energy.

The 1967 World Exhibition in Mon-
treal, Canada, will stand for the most
part on two largely man-made islands
on the St. Lawrence River.

The tamarisk, a flowering tree in
Israel, is extremely difficult to ignite,
probably because of its high mineral
content, which reaches 19% of its dry
weight.

The Asian Development Bank, es-
tablished under the United Nations
Economic Commission for Asia and the
Far East, will begin operations soon to
mobilize public and private captial for
development projects in Asia.

Diamond mining began in India be-
tween 800 and 600 B.C.

The planned supersonic transports
are expected to fly from San Francisco
to Tokyo in less than five hours.

Soviet scientists have begun to draw
up detailed descriptions of the 20,000
glaciers in the USSR.

Traces of legendary Ailantis, long
vanished as a result of a giant volcanic
eruption, have been spotted near San-
torin island in the Aegean Sea.

Eight-tenths of all Soviet rivers carry
their waters to the Arctic Ocean, and
only 20% to the southern seas.
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NEVER WAX
FLOORS AGAIN!

NEVER SCRUB or
SCOUR! Has 5-Year Life
Expectancy!

NOW—no more waxing,
scrubbing, soaping your
FLOORS, FURNITURE,
WALLS, etc. Just wipe them
clean with a damp cloth and they’ll SHINE
for years! New miracle 5-Year Floor Shine is
an atomic-age polymer finish that ELIMI-
NATES need for waxing, varnishing, laquering
or shellockin?. Easy to use—ijust apply thin
coat with roller, spray or brush to seal and
protect all surfaces. Bonds itself to any
WOOD, METAL, BRICK, CEMENT, VINYL, PLAS-
TERBOARD, TILES, etc. 5-Year Floor Shine is
a scientific new CLEAR FINISH of long-life
URETHANE RESINS that form a thermoplastic
bond to all surfaces . . . remains diamond-
hard and sparkling brilliant for a 5-Year life
expectancy! No odor, no rubbing, no thinning!
5-Year Floor Shine is impervious to SUN,
SALT WATER, SOAP, ALCOHOL, OILS, GREASE
. . . is_completely STAIN-PROOF, DAMP-
PROOF, CHIP-PROOF, PEEL-PROOF, CRACK-
PROOF! So tough and resilient it can’t be
scarred even with a hammer. Wipes clean to
a terrific shine with damp cloth. Used in
bowling alleys, high school gym floors. ONE
GALLON PROTECTS AN ENTIRE HOUSE. Monev
back if not thrilled. Order direct. Only $4.95
quart; $13.95 gallon ppd.
BROOKS & PHILLIPS
5 Year Floor Shine Div., Dept. HF 55
364-A Main St., East Orange, N.J. 07018

WWWAjStOI’.OI/’g



