PUBLIC HEALTH

HEW Assaults Air
Pollution In U.S. Cities

by Barbara J. Culliton

The Federal Government is stepping
up efforts to force industry to reduce
the deadly poisons polluting the air.

In a move that will stimulate research
by the coal and petroleum industries or
send new business to competitive natu-
ral gas companies poised to leap, Secre-
tary John W. Gardner of the Depart-
ment of Health, Education and Welfare
named sulfur oxides as one of the most
widespread and harmful of all air poi-
soners. Sulfur oxides, which come main-
ly from the combustion of coal and
heavy fuel oils containing sulfur, are
associated with chronic respiratory
diseases and with damage to property
and vegetation.

In a double-barreled assault, the
Secretary announced proposed regula-
tion for the control of sulfur oxide
fumes at federal installations in the New
York, Chicago and Philadelphia areas,
and enforcement conferences aimed at
polluters in New York, New Jersey,
West Virginia, Ohio, Idaho and Wash-
ington.

How Fast
Can You
Read?

A noted publisher in Chicago reports there
is a simple technique of rapid reading
which should enable you to double your
reading speed and yet retain much more.
Most people do not realize how much they
could increase their pleasure, success and
income by reading faster and more accu-
rately.

According to this publisher, anyone re-
gardless of his present reading skill, can
use this simple technique to improve his
reading ability to a remarkable degree.
Whether reading stories, books, technical
matter, it becomes possible to read sen-
tences at a glance and entire pages in sec-
onds with this method.

To acquaint the readers of this publica-
tion with the easy-to-follow rules for de-
veloping rapid reading skill, the company
has printed full details of its interesting
self-training method in a new booklet,
“How to Read Faster and Retain More”
mailed free to anyone who requests it. No
obligation. Send your name, address, and
zip code to: Reading, 835 Diversey Park-
way, Dept. 2648, Chicago, Ill. 60614. A
postcard will do. (Adv)
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Last June, under Executive Order,
Secretary Gardner issued standards
for pollution control from other federal
operations. The regulations for the
three big city areas are considerably
more stringent than the others. In the
New York area, for example, the sulfur
oxide levels may have to be reduced by
50 to 80 percent in order to meet the
standards.

The pollution caused by the federal
installations in these three areas ac-
counts for less than one-half of one
percent of all sulfur oxide pollution, so
HEW?’s action will not have any drama-
tic effect in itself. The idea is, however,
that since the government is “cleaning
house,” industry will follow suit and not
have to be forced to heel. The federal
installations will also be a test bed in
the effort to determine what is possible
with existing technology.

At the present time, there is no eco-
nomical technique for removing sulfur
oxides from the fuels used in industrial
operations. Therefore, reliance must
be placed on the use of low-sulfur fuels
that can be obtained in most places, but
also at a higher price than available
coal and oil fuel.

Secretary Gardner places the burden
of responsibility for pollution problems
on industry, where little research has
been done on economically feasible and
effective methods of pollution control.

At the moment, virtually all research
and development efforts are in indus-
try’s hands. It is likely, however, that
the Secretary may ask Congress to sup-
port expanded Federal searches for
cheap ways to make fuels sulfur-free.

Legislation passed within the last
three years gives HEW sufficient author-
ity to deal with the problems now before
it, considering the present state of tech-
nical knowledge, Mr. Gardner said,
adding that he anticipates no reduction
in legislative or financial support from
the newly elected Congress.

Along with the problems of gross
sulfur oxides pollution, HEW officials
are also concerned about pollution from
such atmospheric ‘“trace” contaminants
as lead, beryllium, molybdenum, chro-
mium, nickel and other metals dis-
charged by industrial and combustion
processes. Legislative authority is ex-
pected to be sought soon to introduce
research, if not controls, for these con-
taminants too.

Lead is also a problem of automotive
pollution. Research is already underway
to determine the levels of human toler-
ance and acceptable background levels
of lead in the environment.
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Water Supply

The earth’s total water supply has
remained at a constant 326 million
cubic miles for millions of years.

CLASSIFIED

Classified advertisements
following classifications;
tunities, Camps, Colleges, Micro Ads, Personals,
Positions Wanted, Services, Travel. All advertise-
ments must be consonant with the character of
Science News. Rates . . . single insertion 25¢ a
word. Minimum charge is $5.00. Count 2 extra
words for Box and Numbers. Classified advertis-
ing is payable in advance. Closing date 3 weeks
prior to publication (Saturday).

are accepted for the
Books, Business Oppor-

Employment opportunities are accepted at regular
display rates, subject to agency commission. Mini-
mum size 1 inch. Minimum charge $21.70 per
inch. Rate cards available upon request.

To speed up insertion, address classified adver-
tising . . . Classified Ads. Science News. 1719 N
Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20036

BOOKS

ORDINARY CALENDAR covering 3100 years 200BC
to 2900AD. The year of your choice by turning a
page. The First solution to the so called calendar
mess. $1.50. Universal Time Co., 437 N. 5th,
Springfield, Ill. 62702.

MUSHROOMS AND FUNGI. Comprehensive list free.
LEW’s, 2510 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco,
California 94109.

THE PESTICIDE JUNGLE by Llaura Tallian dedi-
cated to influencing officials to make mandatory
nontoxic pest control. Box 33, Sunnyside, Calif.
92079. $1.50.

MICRO ADS

FAIRCHILD SEQUENCE CAMERA $75.00. Cost gov-
ernment $650.00. Send 25¢ for our surplus optics-

electronics 82 page catalog. Meshna, Nahant,
Mass. 01908.
POLAROID “Swinger’”’ makes 16 to 32 different

snapshots on regular 8-exposure roll, with new in-
stant lens attachment. Guaranteed, $1.00 postpaid.
Pyrolon Research, Box 2183-SN, Austin, Tex. 78767.

GAME-THEORY-GAME! LEARN TO WIN, beat the
odds in conflicts, business, life. Play Match-Me. Fun
for all ages. Postpaid anywhere, standard model
$2.98, new wood model $5.95. Cybernetic Develop-
ments, Box 2136, La Jolla, California 92023.

GERBILS—-ideal animals for schools—$9.95/pair, ex-
press collect. Booklet, ‘Gerbils,’”” $1.00. Twenty
simple, humane experiments, 25¢. Details. Robinson,
940-SN General Stuart, Virginia Beach. Va. 23454.
CHEMICALS, BIOLOGICALS, APPARATUS, micro-
scopes, fossils, preserved specimens, telescopes,
minerals and books. New illustrated catalog only
25¢. Dover Scientific Co., 1207 First Avenue, New
York, N.Y. 10021. Open all day Saturday.

PERSONALS

DATA RETRIEVAL ASSOCIATES. Complete Informa-
tion retrieval facilities to accommodate the Scientist
and the general Reader in the Physical and Life
Sciences. Box 45, Uniondale, New York 11553.

CAN'T SLEEP? NOISY? Get comfortable Mack’s
Pillow Soft Earplugs, $1.00. Black sateen Shut Eye
Sleep Shade, $2.98. Guaranteed! McKeon Products
Company, Dept. N, 23220 Ithaca St.,, Oak Park,
Michigan 48237.
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