Sex Surgery
At Hopkins

Transsexuals are undergoing change-
of-sex surgery at the Johns Hopkins
Hospital in Baltimore, the first medical
center in the United States to give its
official support to the operation.

So far five persons of each sex have
had the operation. More than 100 ap-
plicants have been screened in the past
year at Hopkins’ “gender identity
clinic” where a special committee of
psychiatrists, surgeons and other medi-
cal experts evaluate the cases.

Transsexuals are men or women
with physical characteristics of one
sex who intensely long to belong to
the other. They feel trapped in the
wrong body and many psychiatrists
have found that psychotherapy is not
adequate treatment for these people.
Transsexuals often dress in keeping
with what they feel to be their true sex
and many function in society accord-
ingly, but they live in constant fear of
exposure. Transsexuals are not trans-
vestites or homosexuals.

The causes of this transsexualism are
unknown, though psychological, genetic
and endocrinological sources have been
postulated. Regarding genetic origins,
Dr. Harry Benjamin points out what a
young science genetics is.

Dr. Benjamin, author of “The Trans-
sexual Phenomenon” (1966), the en-
docrinologist who heads the Harry
Benjamin Foundation in New York,
has been treating transsexuals for over
15 years. Most of the patients being
evaluated at Johns Hopkins were re-
ferred there by the Foundation.

The operation to change a man into
a woman, physically but not biologi-
cally, is the easier and more frequent
of the two types. It involves three
steps: castration, penis amputation and
plastic surgery to create an artificial
vagina, clitoris, labia and other external
genitalia. Scrotal and other sensitive
genital tissue are used to make the
new organs. Building the vagina is per-
haps the most crucial part of the op-
eration, for the goal is to have a
functioning passage, enabling the
patient to enjoy heterosexual sex re-
lations. Dr. Benjamin describes a pro-
cedure used by a French surgeon as
the most “ingenious™ and “successful”
he has seen. The skin is stripped from
the penis, then inverted like the finger
of a glove, and used to line the newly

formed vaginal passage. Penile skin
has nerve endings that give it the closest
resemblance to that of a functioning
female sexual organ.

Surgery to transform a woman into
a man is also a threefold procedure
requiring total hysterectomy, mastec-
tomy or reduction of the breasts so
they resemble a male, and creation of
an artificial penis. No other male geni-
talia can be reproduced and though
the penis carries out a urinary function,

it has no capacity for sexual response.
Therefore, the woman turned man
cannot experience normal sexual re-
lations like her male counterpart.

“In order to create a phallus,” said
a spokesman for the Hopkins surgeons,
“incisions are made in the abdominal
wall. One flap of skin is rolled inside
another to make a tube within a tube,
which is then connected to the urethral
orifice,” creating an external urinary
organ.
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Now—from the author of the best-gellgr,
Anatomy of a Phenomenon, the most intriguing
factual book ever written about—

Unidentified Flying Objects

CHALLENGE TO SCIENCE
The UFO enigma

by Jacques Vallee, consultant to NASA's **Mars .
Map" Prc Vallee, noted psy-
chologist and an introduction
by Dr. J. Allen } , Department of
Astronomy and ect the Dearborn Ob-
servator estern University.

Challenge to Science is the only new book
on UFO's that gives you all the facts and
dismisses all the fantasies...because the
authors focus only on cases and data from
official files, to which they have access, and
thoroughly document each case. From this vast
accumulation of evidence and from their rig-
orous analysis, Jacques and Janine Vallee
have, scientifically, been able to draw some
startling conclusions about UFO phenomena.

...and what does the scientific community
think of Jacques Vallee, as compared to
other authors of books about UFO’s? Read
this!
"“By far the most reasonable book is that of

Jacques Vallee."'*

Walter Sullivan

Science Editor

The New York Times
iew of John
ards, Flying
jues Vallee's

*In his August 28, 1966 New York Time
Fuller's Incident at Exeter,
Saucers — Serious Business
best-selling Anatlomy of a Phenomenon.

Challenge to Science is now available at most

bookstores. If your local bookstore cannot supply

you, use this handy coupon to order directly
from the publisher.
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HENRY REGNERY COMPANY

Dept. 1000, 114 West lllinois Street

Chicago, Illinois 60610

Enclosed is my check O money order O for $___ .
Please send me ______copies of CHALLENGE TO SCIENCE
at$595 percopyand ________ copies of ANATOMY OF A

PHENOMENON at $4.95 per copy—postpaid and by Return Mail.

My name is:
TS e g xR S ML

City:

(please print)
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