EKISITICS

AGreekVisionof Tomorrow

by Patricia McBroom

A Greek vision of the city of the
future was laid before Senators Robert
Kennedy and Abraham Ribicoff last
week, along with dire warnings of the
urban nightmare man will surely
face unless government begins a major
planning effort now.

Dr. Constantinos A. Doxiadis, in-
ternationally-known city planner and
Greek architect, told Ribicoff’s Govern-
ment Operations Subcommittee that it
is possible to preserve a human scale
even within the totally inhuman “‘uni-
versal” city that is to come.

Basically, this can be done by re-
turning to the historical city—moder-
ately dense and small in size, said Dr.
Doxiadis, or as Senator Kennedy ex-
pressed it. “You mean the city pat-
tern of 2,500 years ago.”

The Doxiadis vision is based on some-
thing more than romance. For the past
four years, his Athens Center for Ekis-
tics (meaning the science of human
settlements) has been studying no less
than the shape of the world as it
might be two centuries from now,
based on projections from internation-
ally assembled material.

In this context, Dr. Doxiadis sees
many ‘“new towns,” historically pat-
terned and self-sufficient, acting as
satellites to major centers. Rather than
being surrounded by country side, these
towns will make up one vast continu-
ous urban settlement.
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The continuous city is inevitable,
Dr. Doxiadis believes, and will arrive
in the next century no matter what is
done to prevent it. Therefore, the goal
should be to break up the city into
cells, no more than a mile in length,
where modern man, like Pericles of
Greece, can walk without meeting cars.

He told the hearings that govern-
ment is making a mistake to pour all
its money into existing central cities.
Rather, funds should be spent in build-
ing the new towns one hundred or two
hundred miles outside, thereby reliev-
ing cities of their pressures and allow-
ing them time to rebuild.

To only remodel existing cities is
like surgery, when preventive medicine
is needed, he said.

Eventually, Dr. Doxiadis said, the
government must build cities as it now
builds missiles. The construction indus-
try is one of the most backward, he
said. Companies build only a few hun-
dred homes at a time when they should
build thousands. He sees no reasonable
alternative but that the government
must create a defense-type industry
for cities, in which direction is set at
the federal level, while private enter-
prise does the work on contract.

Only the government, he said, can
create the frame of the universal city
and plan its interconnecting networks
from transportation to telecommunica-
tions. But people must build their towns
if human values are to be maintained.

He said the current trend toward
low density suburban living is danger-
ous. In the past, towns reached a den-
sity of between 40 and 100 inhabit-
ants per acre. “Today, the densities
are much lower, to the detriment of
the economic base, the social opera-
tion of the community and the aesthet-
ic value of the settlements.”

Surprisingly, Dr. Doxiadis does not
predict the death of the automobile.
He does, however, think it must go
underground. Tunnels are expensive
now, but with rising land values, they
will soon be comparatively cheap.

Besides planning Pakistan’s capital
city, Islamabad, Doxiadis’ firm has sev-
eral U.S. projects, including the Urban
Detroit plan, the Eastwick community
in Philadelphia and the Georgetown-
Riverfront project in Washington. The
latter will have depressed freeways
which can be made into tunnels in the
future.
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Islamabad, designed for the future.
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