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At Davis, Calif., airport, Dr. Moller takes off in his homemade saucer.

Flying Saucer from Earth

Tomorrow’s commuters, says a California engineer,
may travel to and from work in their own UFO's.

A dozen years ago, the U.S. Air
Force decided to build a flying saucer.
Five years later, after pouring more
than $10 million into a vehicle that
never got more than four feet off the
ground, it abandoned the project. Re-
cently, a similar but much less elaborate
F saucer has been fly-
ing in California.
| Though it has only
accumulated about
two hours of test
flying time, three
feet in the air, its in-
~ ventor believes that
the flying saucer
could be developed
into a mass-produced
commuting vehicle,
readily available for
the price of a new
car.

A pair of 90-horsepower outboard
motors power the 14-foot-diameter ma-
chine, which was developed by Dr. Paul
S. Moller, an assistant professor of
mechanical engineering at the Univer-
sity of California’s Davis campus. The
engines drive a pair of horizontal pro-
pellors, like those on a hovercraft,
which suck air downward through a
ducting system which he designed. Dr.
Moller claims that his saucer, unlike
hovercraft, can climb as high as small
fixed-wing aircraft; because he is not
a licensed pilot, he is so far op-
erating under a self-imposed three-foot
ceiling.

He already thinks it is a more effi-
cient hovercraft than it is a flying
sauer, however. “When it’s near the
ground and can take advantage of the
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air cushioning effect,” Dr. Moller says,
“it will be able to lift 10 times its own
weight—we should be able to find an
immediate application for it in crop
dusting. At higher altitudes, however,
it will be able to support only its own
weight and that of the pilot. After you
reach a certain size, a helicopter is a
more practical and efficient vehicle.”

A smaller, more efficient saucer has
already been built, but has yet to fly. It
was built in the same way as its prede-
cessor: in Dr. Moller’s garage, with the
help of some of his graduate students.
Only eight feet in diameter, the im-
proved version will be powered by four
motorcycle engines driving a sort of
continuous propellor with blades run-
ning around the outside of the machine.
Dr. Moller predicts that it will be in
the air within six months and have a
speed of about 150 miles per hour.

Dr. Moller came to the University of
California from a Canadian aircraft
company, Canadair Ltd. Working in
Toronto, he became familiar with the
work done by A. V. Roe and Co., the
firm that had tried to develop a saucer
for the U.S. Air Force. “Perhaps they
had too much money and were able to
afford a lot of inefficiencies,” he said.
“We were able to take up where they
left off.”

That Dr. Moller’s flying saucer is
able to get off the ground, however,
does not prove the concept. Hovercraft
are now being used commercially in
several countries, and with inexpensive
helicopters being produced in increas-
ing numbers, the flying saucer may
meet with no more acceptance than its
reported outer space counterparts.
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How To Eliminate Time Gaps
You store material easier and find
things faster. Strong corrugated box
type drawers give flat storage. Hinge
lids insure extra protection. ~ =
Use outside cabinet. Save
transfer time -- store & add

replacements. Come in 8 sizes, use in
any sequence. Drawers also in steel.

24 Page BOOKLET F2
Mailed Without Obligation

GRAPHIC SYSTEMS, Box 398, Yanceyville, N.C.

How to

MAKE MONEY WRITING

.« short paragraphs!

You don’t have to be a trained author to make money
writing. Hundreds now making money every day on
short paragraphs. I tell you what to write, where and
how to sell; and supply big list of editors who buy from
beginners. Many small checks can add up to wprth-
while money. No tedious study. Learn how to write to
gell, right away.Facts free,write BENSON BARRETT,

Dept. 163-S, 6216 N. Clark St., Chicago, Iilinois 60626
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WFF'N PROOF

Can you solve
this problem?

1. There are three numbered statements in this box.

2. Two of these numbered statements are not true.

3. The average increase in 1.Q. scores of those who
learn to play WFF "N PROOF is more than 20 points

Is statement No. 3 true?

WFF ‘N PROOF: The GAME of
MODERN LOGIC $6.00 (plus
$.50 postage and handling)
EQUATIONS: The GAME of CRE-
ATIVE MATHEMATICS $3.00
(plus $.50 postage and handling)
ON-SETS: The GAME of SET
THEORY $4.00 (plus $.50 post-
age and handling)

by Professor Layman E. Allen
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WFF ‘N PROOF

ON-SETS EQUATIONS
| enclose $ ... and understand
that if | om not completely satisfied, |
can return the games in 10 days for a full
refund of the purchase price.

Please send me

Nome .
AROVOPY o G GidstBmi sy liven
City
Refund and return privileges guaranteed!
Dealer Inquiries Invited
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