pox, sleeping sickness, schistosomiasis,
measles, and yaws. Malnutrition, re-
portedly rising in fast growing towns, is
being fought with rehabilitation centers
for small children.

Things looked better in the Amer-
icas, where 391 projects helped 32
countries. Twenty have adopted na-
tional health planning and are inte-
grating such plans into overall develop-
ment, including new housing, schools,
water and sewage treatment and other
schemes, as Dr. Candau recommends.

To illustrate the dangers when public
planners, engineers and doctors don’t
coordinate, Dr. Candau reports that
many of the thousands of irrigation
and dam schemes have only brought
more disease. Snails that carry schisto-
somiasis, already infecting about 200
million people, often thrive in badly
engineered waterways (SN: 4/1).

In Southeast Asia, WHO had 154
projects, emphasizing, as elsewhere, the
training of personnel from auxiliary
worker to postgraduate physician. The
western Pacific had 123 projects.

Europe received 162 projects in 31,
countries, highlighting chronic and de-
generative diseases—heart and cancer
—highway accidents and environment-
al hazards such as pesticides.

Sanitation, especially new community
water supply, featured the program in
the eastern Mediterranean, where 20
countries were helped with 210 pro-
jects. Cholera has been raging through
the Levant.

David Alan Ehrlich

FROM GERMANY

Lab Fights
Birth Defects

As a result of the thalidomide disas-
ter, the West German Research Society
will set up an ultramodern laboratory
in Freiburg to test chemical substances
that might cause birth defects.

The initial budget, less than a million
dollars, allows for a staff of 25 scientists
and technicians who will routinely
check several hundred chemicals an-
nually. Some substances used in foods,
cosmetics and drugs are suspected of
contributing to defects in children.

The compounds will be tested on
bacteria, fungi, fruit flies and human
tissue cultures. The Research Society
hopes the lab will produce test methods
that can be adopted by pharmaceutical
laboratories.

After several years of investigation of
the thalidomide scandals, in which the
drug, administered to pregnant women,
caused birth defects in their children,
several officers of the pharmaceutical
firm that made the drug have been
indicted. Their trial is still several
months off.
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Foehn

In certain mountainous regions, a
hot, dry, violent wind, different from
any other, drives down the slopes. This
is the foehn, a wind that can raise
atmospheric temperatures 31 degrees in
three minutes, melt deep snow in a few
hours, ripen grapes and corn, give
people headaches and nervous disor-
ders, split wooden walls and floors
and engulf hillsides and towns in fire.

Unlike other warm winds, the foehn
(pronounced fern) does not gain its
warmth from direct rays of the sun or
contact with warm surfaces like desert
sands or tropical oceans. The foehn
generates its own heat—by compres-
sion. According to the basic physics,
when air or a gas expands, it becomes
cool; when compressed, it heats up. A
foehn starts when the wind, flowing
from an area of high pressure into one
of low pressure, is blown up the wind-
ward side of a mountain. As the air
rises, it becomes cooler, dropping its
moisture in the form of rain or snow,
then curls over the mountain crest and
flows down the other side. As the air

descends to lower altitudes, it becomes
compressed and heated at a rate of 5.5
degrees F. for every 1,000-foot drop,
arriving in the leeward valleys as a
warm, dry wind.

Foehns were long a mystery in the
Alps where they were first noticed.
Many people thought they were hot
winds driven from the Sahara Desert
across the Mediterranean. Now this
type of wind has been recognized in
many different countries, where they go
by various names. In the United States
such a wind is common along the east-
ern slopes of the Rocky Mountains,
where it is called by the Indian name,
Chinook, or “snow eater.” The dreaded
foehn called Santa Ana drops through
the Cajon and Santa Ana passes in
southern California, sucking moisture
from the land and causing severe fires.
Foehns are called Zondas in Argentina
and southern Chile where they blow
down the slopes of the Andes Moun-
tains; Bohoroks in Sumatra, and Warm
Braus in the Schouten Islands of the
South Pacific.

When a Magnifying Glass
is not nearly enough and a
Stand Microscape is too much...

This portable AliMikro
measuring microscope is
just what’s needed.
Unexpected professional
features and quality

for $26.90

A magnifying glass doesn’t show you much. A
laboratory microscope is too expensive to risk
outside the lab. The AllMikro is another mat-
ter. It's designed to travel and to provide
pe power, and
illumination when you get there Whether your
work (or hobby) is biology, mineralogy, metal-
lurgy, photography, numismaty, philately or
whether you are just plain curious about the
hidden miracles around you, the AllMikro M/35
should be a steady breastpocket companion.
The M/35 provides a continuous range of mag-
nification from 40x to 60x. Instant focusing.
The ‘‘foot’’ rests the instrument on whatever
is handy (so that you don’t have to hold your
breath to keep focus). Absolutely aplanatic and
achromatic optics. Built-in mirror provides di-
rected light.
Precision Measurements: The M/35 is more
than a first-class mi pe. It is a precisi
measuring instrument and features a reticule
calibrated to 2/100 mm., with a total scale
range of 1 mm.
Illuminated Stage: With the M/35 you receive
absolutely free a reversible stage for transmitted
and reflected light. Accepts standard laboratory
slides or solids of up to 3”. With this you
have the equivalent of an illuminated, measur-
ing laboratory microscope, but with the advant-
ages of portability, ruggedness, and . . . the
price: $26.90 complete!

The AllMikro M/35 is made in Germany by
Josef Eschenbach, a leader in optical design. It
is guaranteed in every detail. Return it for
prompt refund if not pleased,
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Observe the remark-
able detail of the
bee’s leg shown
reduced one-half!
Perfect definition!

ILLUMINATING STAGE

ABSOLUTELY FREE

) (THIS ATTACHMENT

[ FORMERLY $10.00)

* Supply of precision reticule limits produc-

tion. So, for immediate delivery, order today.

= —= SEE MORE. PAY LESS. ORDER NOW —-—I
Mail to: HAVERHILL'S SN 0520

526 Washington St., San Francisco, Calif. 94111 |

Please send me the AllMikro M/35 measuring |

microscope, complete with leatherette pocket

case and witk FREE illuminated stage. Satis- |
faction guaranteed. |
O My check for $26.90, plus $1.00 for post- |
age and insurance is enclosed.” |

[ Bill Amer. Exp. Acct. # -
(*Calif. residents add 49 sales tax) :
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