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Cholera Threatens
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Cholera victim and funeral pyre.

Obscured by turmoil in the Middle
East, rampant cholera still threatens
this summer to cross the water to Eu-
rope. World health officials are already
concerned of a repeat of cholera out-
breaks of 40 to 60 years ago.

For Americans the problem of self-
protection during a trip to Arab lands
may now be academic. The bans have
been lifted but travel is not being en-
couraged.

But southern and eastern Europe is
another matter. The new Seventh Chol-
era Pandemic resembles the sixth, that
ran from 1899 to 1922; and that blank-
eted Europe.

“I wouldn’t be surprised to hear any
day of an outbreak in some rural
areas of Europe,” says the UN medi-
cal agency’s Director-General, Dr.
Marcolino Gomez Candau. “The classi-
cal and El Tor forms now exist in en-
demic form in a vast area between the
Pacific and Mediterranean. So, numer-
ous possibilities remain for further
spread. The pattern closely resembles
that of past pandemics. It is a real
danger!”

Cholera has already crossed into
a corner of the U.S.S.R. in the Cau-
casus. The Russians reported almost
600 cases there. Iran and Iraq have
suffered extensive outbreaks during the
past two years and cases are reported
in Turkey, Syria, Jordan and else-
where.

For a long time, epidemiologists as-
sumed that cholera had retreated to its
ancient lair in the Ganges delta. Then
a new form, El Tor, arose suddenly in
Indonesia in August 1961, spread by
political refugees from the Celebes riots
to Hong Kong, Macao and China, then

marched by various routes throughout
the Pacific and across the Asian land
mass, sweeping 23 countries. El Tor
even muscled out the classical form in
India, a rare biological feat.

Last year 42,000 cases and 4,000
deaths were reported to WHO, as re-
quired by the International Sanitary
Regulations. But nations are known to
try to keep outbreaks secret, to protect
exports and tourism, at least until they
are swamped by the disease.

Studies in Taiwan, the Philippines
and elsewhere suggest that up to 100
are victims for each known clinical
case.

Travel is a major problem.

"“When cholera enters a region. the
highway is a dangerous place,” says
WHO staff specialist, Dr. D. S. Barua.
“I'remember in ’64 how it fanned out
from Calcutta and took the roads to
Pakistan, Burma and westward. But it’s
quite capable of traveling by sea, via
fishermen and seamen, across the Dar-
danelles, for instance.

“And it can come by air. Recently
a British traveler arrived in Japan from
Hong Kong and India with the dis-
ease.” Japan, which has done an ex-
cellent job of wiping out cholera with
antibiotics, has a perfect record in re-
cent years detecting 14 cases entering
the country and preventing cholera
from establishing a foothold.

Not a single case has been reported
in Europe or America, although two
Washington technicians have suffered
laboratory infections. “So far there has
never been a case in Latin America,
which is amazing because conditions
are favorable there,” Dr. Barua says.

“We have heard rumors of cases in
sub-Saharan Africa, although a real
foothold couldn’t be kept secret by an
unprepared country. Many Africans
do come to Saudi Arabia and mix with
Moslem pilgrims from Asia, so there’s
always a possibility.”

All the Middle Eastern countries
along the Mediterranean are consid-
ered vulnerable. The United Arab Re-
public and the Sudan have been pre-
paring intensively to control any out-
break.

The most endemic nations continue
to be the Philippines, India, Pakistan,
Indonesia, Vietnam and, presumably
China. This year a new outbreak is re-
ported in Cambodia. Most of these
countries have the disease all year. The
Middle Eastern epidemics occur in
summer.

“It always seems to happen around
August 15,” says Dr. Barua. “We fear
that date.” David Alan Ehrlich

Hold The World(In Your Palm..with

M.V. MINISCOPE SYSTEM $16.95

So startlingly different are the design and per-
formance of the M.V. MINISCOPE SYSTEM that
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Develop A
Powerful
Memory?

A noted publisher in Chicago reports there
is a simple technique for acquiring a
powerful memory which can pay you real
dividends in both business and social ad-
vancement and works like magic to give
you added poise, necessary self-confidence
and greater popularity.

According to this publisher, many people
do not realize how much they could in-
fluence others simply by remembering
accurately everything they see, hear, or
read. Whether in business, at social func-
tions or even in casual conversations with
new acquaintances, there are ways in
which you can dominate each situation by
your ability to remember.

To acquaint the readers of this pub-
lication with the easy-to-follow rules for
developing skill in remembering anything
you choose to remember, the publishers
have printed full details of their self-train-
ing method in a new book, “Adventures
in Memory,” which will be mailed free
to anyone who requests it. No obligation.
Simply send your name, address and zip
code to: Memory Studies, 835 Diversey
Parkway, Dept. 540-017, Chicago, IlL
60614. A postcard will do. (Adv.)

8 July 1967 / Vol. 92 / SCIENCE NEWS 43

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to |} )2
Science News. NINOJS ®

www_jstor.org



