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Venus Leaving Evening Sky

by James Stokley

Evenings in early August bring us
the last glimpses of Venus, the planet
which shone so brilliantly in the west
during spring and early summer.

It’s still visible, low in the west, soon
after sunset but it descends below the
horizon about an hour later. Shining
far more brightly than any other planet,
or any star, Venus is easily located—
if the sky is clear.

Each night, as it draws closer to the
sun, the planet will set a little earlier
and will be harder to locate. After mid-
August, it will be difficult to see at all.
On Aug. 29 it will be practically in line
with the sun, at the position called
“inferior conjunction.” Then it raises
and sets with the sun.

Even on Aug. 1 Venus sets before
the times of the accompanying maps;
hence, it does not appear on them.
These show the sky as it looks about
11:00 p.m. your own kind of daylight

GUIDE TO THE GALAXIES

ASTRO-EXPLORER, a unique and amazingly sim-
ple instrument to guide beginners on an explora-
tion of the stars. A stimulating gift, tuned to to-
day’s universal interest in the world of space. A
practical and interesting way to learn names of

stars, planets, constellations. Works like a slide
viewer. Insert slide into battery operated star find-
er and align projected image with actual stars in
the sky. Labels identify stars. Astro-Explorer with 30
slides, planet information, instructions $2.00 ppd.
(without batteries). GROW ENTERPRISES, Dept. S7TN,
1731B Washington Blvd., Venice, California 90291

saving time on Aug. 1; 10:00 p.m. on
Aug. 15; and 9:00 p.m. on Aug. 31.

In the southwest, Mars is shown in
Libra, the scales. Still as bright as a
first magnitude star, it also has faded
from its splendor in April, when it ap-
proached closest to earth for this trip
around the sun.

Jupiter, the third brilliant planet of
recent months, passes behind the sun
on Aug. 8, and cannot be seen this
month. However, Saturn is replacing
it in the evening sky. This planet, whose
rings make it such a fascinating object
when viewed through a telescope, barely
gets on our maps, near the eastern hori-
zon. Saturn rises rather late, in the con-
stellation of Pisces, the fishes. It’s about
as bright as Mars, but looks consider-
ably fainter because of its low altitude.
The earth’s atmosphere absorbs more of
its light than if it were higher in the sky.

Directly overhead shines the bright-
est star of the evening. This is Vega,
in Lyra, the lyre, second-brightest star
in the nighttime sky for most of the
U.S. Only Sirius, the dog star, promi-
nent in winter, is more brilliant.

Below Vega, toward the east, stands
Cygnus, the swan, with Deneb as the
brightest star. Some stars of this group
form an asterism called the Northern
Cross, because of its shape. South of
the swan is Aquila, the eagle, with
Altair, another star of the first magni-
tude.

Low in the southwest is Antares,
part of Scorpius, the scorpion. It, too,
is first magnitude but like Saturn, its
low altitude causes considerable dimi-
nution of its light. The name Antares
means “rival of Mars.” It was given by
an early Greek astronomer, Ptolemy,
doubtless because both are red. With
Mars itself nearby this month, one can
easily compare them.
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In the west, in Bootes, the herdsman,
stands Arcturus. A good way to locate
it is to look in the northwest for the
familiar Big Dipper in Ursa Major, the
great bear. Following the curve of the
Dipper’s handle southward you soon
come to Arcturus. The “pointers” are
in the bowl of the Dipper. Their direc-
tion (toward the right) takes you to Po-
laris, the pole star.
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With artificial satellites already launched and
space travel almost a reality, astronomy has
become today’s fastest growing hobby.
Exploring the skies with a telescope is a
relaxing diversion for father and son alike.
UNITRON’s handbook contains full-page
illustrated articles on astronomy, observing,
telescopes and accessories. It ’is of interest
to both beginners and advanced amateurs.
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