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Solitary Albatross

Powerful wanderer of the ocean
sky and master of dynamic soaring,
the albatross can live at sea for months,
sleeping on the waves and feeding on
fish. squid and other marine animals,
with no need of land.

As big as a fat goose, with a large
head, stocky body and extremely long
narrow wings, the albatross is related
to those ocean birds called the petrels,
of the family Diomedeidae.

Unlike most other birds, the alba-
tross has nostrils opening into hornlike
tubes which lie along the upper part of
its hooked bill, which is stout and
covered with horny plates. With this
nasal construction, the bird is able to
consume salt water. An internal desali-
nation process gives the bird’s body
what fresh water it needs. and dis-
charges the excess salt from special
glands in a highly saline solution that
constantly drips from its bill.

There are 13 different species of this
bird, some of which are black, brown
and white, and some of which are al-
most totally white. Their names indi-
cate their characters—the black-footed
albatross, the sooty albatross, the shy
albatross, the short-tailed albatross. The
wandering albatross has the greatest
wingspan of any bird—about 12 feet.
Skillful performers, they can soar with
the ocean wind currents for hours,
scarcely moving their wings.

Sailors used to believe that anyone
killing an albatross would bring bad
luck upon himself and his ship—the
central theme of Coleridge’s “Rime of
the Ancient Mariner.” Despite the su-
perstition, however, many sailors used
to amuse themselves on long sailing
voyages by catching the birds with
hooked bait. For a while, the albatross
in the North Pacific was systematically
slaughtered for its feathers, and came
close to extinction.
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Marine Signal Kit

Packaged in a resealable waterproof
bag, this kit contains two flares that pro-
duce orange smoke for over two minutes,
a five-minute flare that burns a brilliant
red light, an orange water dye to at-
tract rescue planes and a 24-by-24 inch
yellow orange distress flag. A small

mirror and whistle are also included.

Olin Mathieson Chemical Corp., Associated
Products Operations, 460 Park Ave.,
New York, N.Y. 10022

Swim Trainer

Babies and small children may be
taught to swim with the help of this
swimming trainer consisting of molded
blocks of expanded polystyrene. The
blocks, strapped together to form a
unit 9-by-6-by-4 inches, are attached
to the child’s back. As the child learns
to manipulate himself in the water, a
block at a time is removed until he can

swim independently.

Tocar, Inc., P.O. Box 55209,
Houston, Texas 77055

Polymer Coatings

Suitable for use on micro-circuit
conductive paths, electro-plating base,
printed circuit repair or shielding,
these easily applied thermosetting poly-
mer alloy coatings are electronically
conductive and adhere to glass, metals
and ceramics. The substance may be
applied by dipping, brushing, silk
screening or spraying and dries in 15
minutes. Baking at 200 degrees C. will

complete crosslink the polymers.

Dynaloy Inc., 408 Adams St., Dept. 375,
Newark, N.J. 07114

Laboratory Still

Chemical laboratories can make
their own distilled water as needed by
means of this portable still which is
thermostatically controlled and pro-
vides up to 1.5 gallons of distilled water
every 24 hours. The current is cut off
automatically when the receiving bottle

is full.

Edmund Scientific Co., 104 E Gloucester Pike,
Barrington, N.J. 08007
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CLASSIFIED

Classified advertisements
following classifications; Books, Business Oppor-
tunities, Camps, Colleges, Micro Ads, Personals,
Positions Wanted, Services, Travel. All advertise-
ments must be consonant with the character of
Science News. Rates . . . single insertion 25¢ a
word. Minimum charge is $5.00. Count 2 extra
words for Box and Numbers. Classified advertis-

are accepted for the

ing is payable in advance. Closing date 3 weeks
prior to publication (Saturday).

Employment opportunities are accepted at regular
display rates, subject to agency commission. Mini-
mum size 1 inch. Minimum charge $21.70 per
inch. Rate cards available upon request.

To speed up insertion, address classified adver-
tising . . . Classified Ads. Science News. 1719 N
Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20036

BOOKS

GRASSES AND WEEDS. Comprehensive list free.
LEW’S, 2510 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco,
Calif. 94109.

MICRO ADS

FAIRCHILD SEQUENCE CAMERA $75.00. Cost gov-
ernment $650.00. Send 25¢ for our surplus optics-
electronics 82 page catalog. Meshna, Nahant,
Mass. 01908.

TRAVEL

WORLDWIDE FREIGHTER GUIDE—$1.25. Contains
rates, schedules on 700 passenger carrying Freight
Lines. Travltips, Dept. SNK, 40-21 Bell Bivd.,
Bayside, New York 11361.
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