FROM GENEVA

FROM INDIA

Suicides Rising

Rainmaking Projects

Suicide now ranks among the first
10 causes of death in the industrialized
world, yet even at that many cases go
unreported. Each year an estimated 15
million people threaten to kill them-
selves, about three million try it, and
365,000 actually take their own lives.
That’s more than cholera, smallpox,
tetanus and rabies combined, and more
than traffic accidents.

The World Health Organization in
Geneva, Switzerland, medical agency of
the United Nations, has published a
voluminous global Health Statistics An-
nual for 1963, and interpretive tables
are being worked up to include suicides.

Preliminary study indicates that the
number of suicides is rising rapidly
among the world’s youth; roughly one
in every three student deaths is suicide.
In the U.S., the suicide rate for the
entire population has risen about five
percent in a decade, yet the increase is
44 percent among boys of 15 to 19, and
29 percent in the 20-to-24-year-olds.

WHO'’s volume also reveals separate
trends for the sexes, with a higher rate
usually among men than women. Po-
land’s ratio is highest, with about five
male suicides for every female one;
France is next at three to one, followed
by the United Kingdom, Germany,
Japan and Israel at 1.5 to one.

The highest suicide rates overall
are in Finland and Hungary, where
about 30 people out of every 100,000
commit suicide annually. The U.S. has
about 24 suicides per 100,000 people,
England about 18, and other major
countries 10 or less.

The rates rise with age for both
sexes in most of the world, and are
highest in old age, according to WHO’s
doctors, reflecting the severe ego losses
in most cultures. National culture also
influences the method of suicide, so
that Englishmen often use coal gas,
American men guns or iodine, and
Austrians and Nigerians hanging, says
Dr. Norman Farberow, a California
psychiatrist particularly concerned with
suicide prevention.

Dr. Farberow directs the Suicide
Prevention Center in Los Angeles, be-
lieved to be the first professional or-
ganization of its kind. He has helped
to organize the new International As-
sociation for the Prevention of Suicide.
The Association, based in Vienna, has
250 members in 30 countries, and plans
to hold conferences to exchange inter-
national research, as well as to build
regional centers for the counselling of
possible suicidal patients, somewhat
like the regional chapters of Alcoholics
Anonymous. David Alan Ehrlich

In India the distribution of rainfall
is neither equitable nor regular. Regions
in this country where the heaviest and
the lowest rainfall occur are Chera-
punji and Rajastan  respectively.
Drought has become more or less a
chronic disaster especially in Bihar
and some areas of Utter Predesh. In
Bihar the drought has hit more than
33 million of the 53 million residents.

Now, as part of the fight against
drought, the Government of India’s De-
partment of Agriculture will soon
launch an experimental project on arti-
ficial stimulation of rainfall. The Ameri-
can Agency for International Develop-
ment has agreed to supply the neces-
sary equipment and scientists.

In collaboration with the United
States Government a preliminary sci-
entific experiment for a brief period
was conducted earlier this year.

The experiment confirmed that a
properly organized scientific experiment
on a small scale, but spread over a
number of years, is necessary. The proj-
ect is designed to benefit the long-range
rainmaking capability in India. It is
intended also to augment the general
meteorological knowledge. It involves
cloud-seeding from a specially adapted
aircraft as well as ground-based data
gathering equipments. K. S. Nayar

FROM BRITAIN

Machine Senses
Robber’s Footfall

No bank or warehouse need ever be
broken into again during the quiet
hours. Equipment, developed primarily
for military use, is available to pick up
the vibration in the ground from the
lightest footfalls, even against a back-
ground of heavy traffic.

The existence of the system was first
disclosed in the recent Mountbatten
Report on the shortcomings of the
British prison system. It is described as
the only device which offers security
from outside a protected area.

It consists of a special type of
microphone linked to a receiver smaller
than a briefcase and giving either audi-
ble or visual indication of an unwanted
presence. The signals are so presented
that it is possible to differentiate be-
tween man and animal, or a herd and
group of soldiers.

The market potential in police,
frontier and surveillance organizations
all over the world is formidable,
amounting to several tens of millions
of dollars over the next few years, al-
though a unit to protect a bank should
cost under $3,000. F. C. Livingstone
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5 EASILY MADE POLYHEDRONS

Quick new method for molecular archi-
tecture., Sturdy tetrahedron, hexahedron,
octahedron, icosahedron & dodecahedron
assembled in minutes from scored, pre-
formed, transparent plastic. Layout for
shapes lettered for correct folding se
quence. Mylar plastic strips supplied for

reinforcing, serve as hinges eliminating old muhhnu of
rigid plastic cracking. 5 diff. colors increase classroom
visability, help distinguish innmrunl differences in
shapes I)uiu.nlu fron 1.8", others Compl. instr,
plus booklet, ‘“The Five Regular ~h.un ”

L B L T ——— $4.95 Ppd.

-
— NOW TRANSPARENCIES

’, ) COME ALIVE!
Spectacuiar new technique polarizes light to achieve
amazing illusion of motion in transparencies, signs, dis-
plays, etc. Low-priced kit has all materials for 5 motion
effects—turbulence, bubbles, radiation, rotation, blinking
Simply select motion type desired, cut to fit, remove
backing and press. Shows moving functions of engines,
rockets, gas turbines—flow patterns of air, gas, water,

steam—light waves passing through optical instruments,
nerve pulsations n-u

Compl. Instr,
Stock No. 70,950Q 0.00 Ppd.
ADVANCED KIT—I0 PHOTOMOTION EFFSECTS

B L X T —— 0.00 Ppd.
VERSATILE NEW (
POWER DRIVE KIT 2 \ 3e
Build, demonstrate & master the prin- y TR
ciples of 7 types of power drives with -l ey
this exciting new kit Contains more ° ~d
than 50 parts to build. flex. connections,
pulley & belts, pinion to pinion, pinion
to cross gear, friction wheel, pinion to spur gear and
worm to spur gear power drives, plus tiny 6000 rpm
““atom motor.”” Runs ol dard flashlight batteries
(not included) < rent type drives reduce or
quicken shaft s ar size to change. Lots ol
fun. Highly e« ona tical. Incl. 24-p. booklet
A - T T Yttt ssmands e w0 $10.00 Ppd.

GIANT WEATHER BALLOONS

Create a neighborhood sensation. Great
backyard fun
tion
auto air hose

& Exciting beach attrac-
¥ Blow up with vacuum cleaner or
Sturdy enough for hard
r uses. Filled with helium
ally)

use balloons high in

attract crowds, advertise
announce hlr openin
ete. Amateur balloons to H'Il.l ur'l
ouc pight , Pbressure, mic
;xl\”.«’r l\“.llY:l'vl\l\ ers can utilize for low-
ost aerial phot« Heavy lvn\ neoprene.
’S(ortk“;l‘;. Xst‘).sr;uo - N ] T T— $2.00 Ppd.
Stock No. 60,632Q. .- IR D i $7.00 Ppd.

WOODEN SOLID PUZZLES
stimulate your ability to think

and reason. Here Is a fasci-

nating assortment of wood puz-

zles that will provide hours of -~ :
zles, animals, and geometric w

forms to take apart and reas- | * i
semble, give a chance for all

the {amll\' \nm\: and old, to test skill, patience and,

12 Different puzzies that will ﬁi ‘ -
pleasure, Twelve different puz
best of all, to stimulate ability to think and reason

Stock No 702 | R SR —— $3.50 Ppd.

NEW WORKING MODEL DIGITAL COMPUTER
Actual Miniature Version of
Giant Electronic Brains
Fascinating new see-through model
computer actually solves problems,

teaches computer fundamentals.

Adds, subtracts, multiplies, shifts,
complements, carries, memorizes,
sequences. Attractively colored rigid
assembled. 12" x 3%” x 4%"”. Incl
step-by-step assembly diagrams, 32-page instruction
book covering operation, computer language (binary
svstem) programming, problems and 15 experiments,
Stk Mo 70,8880 cicorimsnanneinans $5.98 Ppd.

Detailed Programming Booklet E ts
Stock No. 9080Q.... ... .. (50 Pages)...cccee $1.00 Ppd.

‘FISH’ WITH A WAR SURPLUS MAGNET

Go Treasure Hunting
on the Bottom

counts,
plastic parts easily

compares,

Fascinating fun and sometimes
profitable! Tie a line to our

Great idea!
tremendously

5-1b. Magnet—drop it overboard in bay, lake,

river or ocean. Troll it along the bottom—

your ‘“‘treasure’’ haul can be outhoard motors,

anchors, fishing tackle, all kinds of metal
valuables. 5-1b., Magnet is war surplus—Al-

nico V Type. Govt. cost $50. Lifts over 150 lbs. on
land—much greater weights under water.

Stock No. 70,571Q—5Ib. Magnet . ____ $12.50 Ppd.

Stoek No. 70,570Q—3';-1b. size ... $ 8.75 Ppd.

Order by Stock No.—Send Check or M.O. Shipment
same day received—Satisfaction or money back.

TEACHERS: Write for Educational Catalog Q-2
Edmund Scientific Co., Barrington, N.J.

MAIL (OUPON for FREE CATALOG “Q"

EDMUND SCIENTIFIC CO.
Barrington, New Jersey 08007
Completely new 1967 Edition. 148
pages. Nearly 4000 BARGAINS.
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