fsmmc VISUAL OONTRIII.

You Get Things Done Better And Faster

The BOARDMASTER saves time,
cuts costs and prevents errors. You
see what is happening. Shows facts
at eye level. For Production, Sched-
uling, Inventory, Sales, Traffic, Etc.

Simple to operate. Write on cards,
post on board. Fully flexible. Million
in use. Price $49.50 with cards.

24 Page BOOKLET No.V-10
Mailed Without Obligation

GRAPHIC SYSTEMS, Box 398, Yanceyville, N.C. )

School of Laboratory Technique

Internationally known. M.D. supervised.

Coeducational. G.I. Approved. H.S.

diploma required. Enter monthly. One-

year course, modern procedures. Place-
1 ment service, big demand, good sal-

aries. W me for catalog. Stanley Reitman, M.D.

3528 Lucas Avenue, St. Lounis, Missouri 63103

ASTRONOMY ——
For You Each Month!

Enjoy SKY AND TELESCOPE magazine, devoted to
astronomy and space science. Profusely illustrated.
Observing and telescope making departments,
monthly planet and star charts. Subscription in

.: $6.00, 1 year; $11.00, 2 years. Sample copy
80 cents.

SKY AND TELESCOPE Cormbrien Moss. 02138
SEE MIRACLE OF BIRTH

$A 98 POST PAID WITH
4 SIX QUAIL EGGS
($3.25 Without Eggs.
You get the new clear pastlc
dome CHICK-BATOR with
Bobwhite Quail Eggs (avaxlable
‘year-round) and Egg Hatchers
Guide Book. Complete — nothe
ing else t% buy Scnd check or
Order t

cAF, mc. £0., DEPT. CL. BOX 152, SAVANNAN; GA.

TAKE IT OFF!

cnd keep it off! Use scientific isometric exer-
cise to take inches off flabby waistline the
first month. Build strength and muscle sub-
stance fast. Fight fatigue and tension. Feel
great again. Write for your free illustrated
information to
MINUTE-A-DAY®, Dept. G.,
37 Centuck Station, Yonkers, N.Y. 10710 © \

LIVE SEAHORSES

Order LIVE MATED SEANOI‘ISES sent
All orders
FREE food, our

E PAIR FRE: (One ad-
F. F. MARINE LIFE

P.O. Box 248-SL-68, Dania, Fla. 33004

E:lsxly inflated with
vacuum cleaner, auto
air _hose or fill with
locally available Helium. Fly adv. signs high in_sky, Visible
for miles—terrific for attracting crowds to Sales, Fairs,
Roadside St mds, Sports, Gas Stations, etc 2’ beach-ball
size, 5 for S1 — 4’ size, 2 for $1 — 10’ s e, $2 — 16’ size,
$§ -- 28’ size, only $10. Sorry, no COD’s.

NOVEL PRODUCTS CORP. 3'\Sccopd Ave;. Dent 224

230 ScIENCE NEws / Vol. 92/ 2

GRADWOHL

(Continued from p. 229)

FROM MEXICO

7.75 MGD Water Plant

The largest sea desalting plant in the
world, 7.75 million gallons a day, ca-
pable of alleviating the thirst of a half
million persons in Tijuana (Baja Cali-
fornia), will be in operation next year.
A similar plant is under construction in
the Netherlands; the biggest operating
plant to date is the 3.6 mgd plant in
Kuwait.

Total cost will run to 347 million
pesos ($27,760,000), with the plant it-
self, being constructed by the American
Aqua-Chem Corp., costing 86 million
pesos ($6,880,000). Balance of the
money is for a canal from Rosarito (site
of the plant) to Tijuana, and for distri-
bution systems in the city.

Tl]uana a favorite spot for Amerl-
cans coming for the day or weekend,
has suffered a chronic lack of water
for decades. Back in 1921 the city had
1,000 inhabitants, but by 1950 this
leaped to 70,000 and today the popu-
lation stands at over 300,000. A daily
floating population is conservatively
estimated at 200,000. An influx of new
arrivals, attracted by proximity to the
U.S. and chance at earning dollars (the
dollar is the more accepted medium
of exchange in Tijuana than the peso),
averages around 7,000 a month.

The deep wells of La Mision, and
the waters of the Rodriguez Dam have
been able to provide water needs of
only some 20 percent of population.
But delivery of water has been sporadic,
with quality not even appropriate to
washing clothing, according to chronic
complaints of Tijuana housewives.

Cost of the water is high, ranging
between 15 and 20 pesos ($1.20 to
$1.60) for a cubic meter of water
distributed by tank car. Drinking water
is sold in gallon bottles at a cost of
10 pesos ($.80) a cubic meter, 50
percent more than the current rate in
Mexico City.

The problem has been chronic in
Tijuana for a long time; and all hotels
carry warning signs in English ad-
monishing guests not to drink even the
so-called “pure” drinking water pro-
vided in gallons, but to stick to mineral
water.

Finally, last Dec. 27, when Tijuana
citizens were informed by Guillermo
Martinez Dominguez, director of the
Federal Electrical Commission, that
questions had been ironed out to re-
solve the water shortage problem, the
population unanimously agreed to un-
derwrite the desalination project.

Martinez Domiguez told a com-
mittee that the Federal Government,
however, would not lift a finger until

September 1967

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
Science News. STOR

the inhabitants of Tijuana agreed to pay
“just tariffs” for water service. Within
three days President Gustavo Diaz
Ordaz received more than 20,000 tele-
grams from heads of families, and 108
citizen’s organizations, pleading for
work to be begun. In any case, citizens
were getting the better part of the
bargain for they will be paying for
drinkable water at the rate of 3 pesos
(24 cents) a cubic meter, instead of
the 15 to 20 pesos of the past.

The desalination plant is going up
alongside a giant thermoelectric plant
constructed by the Federal Electrical
Commission beside Rosarito Beach. This
plant will also receive limited quantities
of distilled water extracted from the sea
for cooling of generators providing
electrical energy for the entire Baja
California peninsula and a part of
Sonora.

Evaporation of seawater by tur-
bogenerators of the thermoelectric plant
will provide 29 million liters—7.75 mil-
lion gallons—of distilled water each
day, enough to provide Tijuana’s needs
for the next 25 years. Emil Zubryn

FROM BRITAIN

Tanker Disaster Cure
Worse Than Disease

The cure for the Torrey Canyon
disaster was worse, in terms of sea life,
than the disaster itself.

Three marine biologists, who went
under the sea to study the after effect
of the huge tanker’s sinking, say that
far more damage has been done to
marine life by detergents used to break
up the oil slicks than by the oil.

Geoffrey Potts, John Gage and Bob
Forster of the Marine Biological Lab-
oratory, Plymouth, found a vast ceme-
tery of marine life 12 feet down.

In deeper water they found dead
starfish, crabs, lobster and rockfish, and
others with claws and legs missing.
Urchins and razorshell clams, which
normally bury themselves in sand, were
groping around as if doped.

They reported to the Devon Trust
for Nature Conservation.

Ian Mercer of the Devon Trust, says:
“Two million gallons of detergent have
been poured on the shores by the
crudest methods with little thought for
the long-term consequences and little
attention paid to feeble cries of scien-
tists who hovered on the fringe of the
military-style activity.”

The experts accept that clearing oil
from beaches was the prime considera-
tion but condemn wholesale use of de-
tergents which exterminated sea life.
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