LETTERS

ﬁl—the editor

Stonehenge Again

Sir: Once again you have reported
facets about the Stonehenge controversy
(SN: 11/4), and once again you have
quoted scientific hypotheses which have
tempted my inquisitive nature. The
archaeologists’ disagreement with the
astronomical theories (on the assump-
tion that Stone Age man lacked the
sophistication to figure out such a com-
plex observatory) truly amuses me. I,
for one, would like to see the “scienti-
fic” evidence for this hypothesis that
Stone Age man was, indeed, such a
clod. Society today has been condi-
tioned to accept this conclusion to such
an extent, that even our sagacious
archaeologists try to illuminate their
understanding of the dim past with
this brillant foreknowledge that civi-
lized man is a recent phenomenon.

The hypothesis that the Stonehenge
was first conceived by a “Stone Age
Albert Finstein” substantiates my sus-
picion that some scientists leave no
room for doubt about the average
Stone Age man’s intelligence. Such
narrow-mindedness on the part of these
archaeologists and others is inexcus-
able! Why is it that most hypotheses
(about the possibility of intelligent pre-
historic civilizations) are disregarded,
even ridiculed? Why is it that unex-
plainable archaeolgical discoveries such
as Britain’s Stonehenge, the Uxmal
Temple in Yucatan, the Xochicalo
Pyramid in Mexico, the Great Stone
Remains of the Pacific Island, and
others are usually attributed by archa-
eologists to pagan clods?

I think it is about time that intelli-
gent men investigate the possibility of
much older, yet as intelligent as, the
early Egyptian cultures. This, of
course, would mean that scientists
would have to tentatively accept the
possibility of intelligent civilizations
existing at the time of some of the
glacial advances. This, of course, is
absurd! . . .orisit...?

Concerning Stonehenge, it might
be worthwhile to explore the possibility
that it was built by some tribe alien
to that area—perhaps the Hyksos who
also infiltrated the Egyptian society.
Astronomical relationships might have
been incorporated in the Stonehenge by
use of the Hyksos’ Pyramid Inch.

In any case, it would be refreshing to
hear less childish hypotheses concern-
ing man’s dim past . . . and origin.

James Creasy,
Catawissa, Pa.
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UTA STANSBURIANA

nature note

Side-Blotched Lizard

From Amphibians and Reptiles of Western North America, Dr. R. C. Stebbins (McGraw-Hill)

The side-blotched lizard, Uta stans-
buriana, usually does several push-ups
—four or five very rapid vertical bob-
bings lasting a fraction of a second—
before it dashes off somewhere or just
after it stops running. Scientists do
not yet know why, although it has
been suggested that these tiny reptiles
make their presence known in their
particular territory by this behavior
and help scare off any intruder.

In a 182-page booklet, Miscellane-
ous Publication No. 132, just issued by
the Museum of Zoology at the Univer-
sity of Michigan, Dr. Donald W. Tin-
kle explores these little-known lizards
and their behavior in their natural
habitat. Over a six-year period,  more
than 3,700 Utas were observed in study
areas just over two acres in extent in
Texas, Colorado and Nevada. As part
of a growing scientific concern to ob-
serve how animals feed, breed and
fight in the wild instead of in inhibitory
laboratory conditions, Dr. Tinkle and
his students—too numerous to mention
—patiently sighted, marked, observed
and recorded the behavior of their
subjects. For instance, they observed

that in the field, aggression is quite
strong in the young lizard. But when
lizards are caught and live in captivity,
this aggressive behavior is reduced.
Also acts of courtship practically cease.
The researchers never observed an
instance of homosexuality among wild
lizards—but in laboratory conditions,
this was fairly frequent.

The side-blotched lizards are small
—Iless than five inches long from snout
to tail, which frequently is broken and
then regrown. Males are generally un-
striped, with blue flecks over the back
and tail, and sometimes their flanks
are orange or yellow. The female is
usually a drab gray or brown, with two
side stripes. They all have a prominent
blotch or dark spot behind each foreleg.

In their natural habitat of desert
washes, hillsides and sagebrush flats,
these lizards thrive in the shadows of
mesquite trees, yuccas and broomweeds.
At night they burrow into sand. They
are rather opportunistic feeders, the
researchers observed, readily eating al-
most any insect of suitable size that
passes near them whether they are bask-
ing in the sun or moving about.
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