from abroad

FROM GENEVA

Cheaper Measles Vaccine
Still Only a Promise

Measles vaccines, strikingly effective
in an estimated 30 million children in
the Western world, cannot yet eradicate
this arch child-killer throughout the
developing world.

The reasons, according to World
Health Organization doctors, are two:
most countries do not have the medical
services to carry out campaigns, and
the vaccines are still too expensive at
75 cents to one dollar a dose.

A case in point is Hong Kong, where
measles has moved since 1951 from the
sixth cause of death to second, behind
tuberculosis. Since 1961 measles has
been the most important cause of death
in children under 5. “It is abundantly
clear that new control measures by vac-
cination must be developed,” says the
Hong Kong Measles Vaccine Commit-
tee, composed of virologists, pediatri-
cians and health officers. In addition to
costs, the committee blames traditional
Cantonese beliefs in herbal medicine
and parental aversion to blood tests
and other modern procedures.

So, attempting to discover a cheaper,
efficient way to save the children, the
committee, working with WHO, has
conducted an experiment watched
closely elsewhere.

Using two prime live attenuated vac-
cines, the doctors boldly cut the dose
to one-fifth normal, administered either
subcutaneously or intramuscularly.
They aimed also to reduce the compli-
cations—mostly fever and rash—while
achieving satisfactory immunity.

They report in the WHO BULLETIN
that “none of the major objectives were
realized,” but headquarters doctors
agreed with an independent observer
that the results remain reasonably
promising.

The effective rates for the Schwarz
and Beckenham 31 vaccine strains
given intramuscularly, were found en-
tirely satisfactory in 96 percent of the
cases. Even at the low dose, subcuta-
neously, they were, respectively, 74.7
percent and 86.5 percent, which is good
but not yet good enough.

Health Gets Less Support

A strange, little publicized trend is
disturbing doctors in the World Health
Organization and the health ministries
of many member countries.

Health is getting less and less of the
United Nations Development Program’s

aid funds for field projects. This is one
of the alleged reasons why, in public
health at least, the touted Development
Decade thus far has flopped.

Of the total of $110,650,995 ap-
proved by the UN for 1967-68, only
$15,939,338 or 14.4 percent goes for
health projects. Senselessly, according
to the medics, these figures are down
from $16,473,267 and 16.3 percent
for the previous budget year—cuts both
in actual and percentage slices, while
the total resources grow.

Dr. Marcolino Gomez Candau, Bra-
zilian Director-General of the UN med-
ical agency, finds also that WHO has
been designated directly as executing
agency for only 16 of 657 projects,
handling less than $15 million of $645
million, or 2.29 percent. Health proj-
ects include fighting infections, nursing,
occupational health, and water and sew-
erage development.

Dr. Candau says some long-term
projects have even been dropped from
the UNDP and have had to be financed
by WHO “so the investment would not
be lost.” Four such projects are in this
year’s WHO program.

David Alan Ehrlich

FROM JAPAN
White Paper on Brain Drain

The prospect of a brain drain men-
acing future Japanese scientific en-
deavors was among the problems cited
in a white paper on science and tech-
nology recently released in Tokyo.

While noting that expenditures for
science and technology in fiscal 1966
(ended last March) increased 13.4 per-
cent over the previous year’s expendi-
tures, the paper also indicated that
when viewed as a percentage of the
gross national income, no progress had
been made. As was true the year be-
fore, the equivalent of only 1.7 percent
of the national income was invested in
research, whereas the corresponding
percentages for the United States and
England were given as 4.3 and 2.9.

Of the grand total for combined gov-
ernment-sponsored and private firms
(firms capitalized at more than $277,-
788) research, $1,600 million, the gov-
ernment’s share was 35 percent, much
less than the 65 percent cited for the
United States Government, 60 percent
for the British Government and 69
percent for the French Government.
The white paper stressed that this gap
must be diminished.

Unless spending for research is in-
creased, the white paper predicted that
a brain drain would appear in certain
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specialized fields. To date, Japan has
not suffered the loss of men that has
worried European nations, but the com-
bination of low pay (based on seniority,
not accomplishment or ability), low re-
search funds and limited facilities has
encouraged a number of top scientists
to move to America. The first returnee
was Dr. Kunihiko Kodaira, Tokyo Uni-
versity mathematician, who spent 18
years at Princeton and Stanford. The
press hailed his return, to a salary one-
tenth that of his American pay. But
many scientists tend to take up perma-
nent residence in America, and there
was also a scare recently when Ameri-
ca’s Boeing placed an ad in a Japanese
aviation magazine, calling for 300 men.
Japan’s total force of aeronautical engi-
neers is only about 2,000, of which 700
are younger than 40 and likely to be
attracted by American salaries, facilities
and other attractions.

Martin Cohen

FROM AUSTRALIA

Protection for Sheep, Cattle
In the Face of Threat

All overseas visitors arriving from
European and Asian countries for the
memorial service to the late Prime Min-
ister Harold E. Holt had to walk on a
pad soaked with antiseptic when they
left their planes.

Visitors treading the mats included
Prince Charles, President Johnson and
Prime Minister Wilson. This precaution
was taken to stop viruses—particularly
foot-and-mouth disease — entering the
country. A Federal Health official said:
“Nobody is exempt—no matter who
they are.”

Since the outbreak of the epidemic in
Britain (SN: 12/9/67), stringent pre-
cautions have been enforced to prevent
foot-and-mouth disease entering Aus-
tralia. Every item of baggage brought in
by air is examined, and soiled clothing
fumigated if necessary. Footwear is dis-
infected.

The federal and state governments
have prepared a detailed plan to deal
with any possible outbreak of foot-and-
mouth disease. The plan is ready to go
into force as soon as an outbreak occurs.

The Federal Minister for Health says
the procedure was particularly strength-
ened by the knowledge obtained from
departmental officers who had been sent
to England in the current widespread
outbreaks of the disease there.

One senior veterinary officer, H. R.
Peisley, has just returned after having
observed eradication procedure.
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The smallest outbreak of foot-and-
mouth disease could be the greatest
economic disaster to hit Australia since
the depression. Despite stringent precau-
tions against the introduction of exotic
or foreign animal diseases to Australia,
animal hygiene authorities do not mini-
mize the present danger.

The disease, regarded among veteri-
narians as the world’s worst animal
plague, would be even more of a dis-
aster for Australia than for England be-
cause of Australia’s greater cattle and
sheep population and the country’s de-
pendence on the export of their prod-
ucts.

Australian meat, wool and dairy pro-
duce exports would be immediately
affected. For instance, if an outbreak
occurred anywhere in Australia, includ-
ing Tasmania, the United States would
at once declare all of the Common-
wealth a foot-and-mouth infected coun-
try and refuse to accept Australian meat
until the country had been declared
completely free of the disease.

The greatest peril of the disease en-
tering Australia could be through the
border from West Irian into the Austra-
lian-administered Territory of Papua-
New Guinea.

One of the biggest cattle stations in
Papua-New Guinea has now been
placed in quarantine following an out-
break of the disease brucellosis. More
than 100 cattle have been slaughtered.
Papua-New Guinea had previously been
almost free of brucellosis. The disease
had probably been brought into the
Territory by cattle imported from Aus-
tralia. Australia does not permit the
importation of cloven-footed animals
from anywhere in the world.

Tea Plants From Quarantine

Tea plants grown in Canberra will
soon be established in the Territory of
Papua-New Guinea. The Federal Min-
ister for Health, Dr. A. J. Forbes, re-
ports that nearly 200 of the plants,
which had been growing in quarantine
for the past year, have left Australia
for the territory by air.

This is the second large consignment
of tea plants to be handled in Canberra
on behalf of plant quarantine author-
ities in Papua-New Guinea.

Developed in a special quarantine
screen house at Canberra from unrooted
tea cuttings imported from Kenya, the
tea plants had been under constant ob-
servation during the growing period to
ensure that they were free of disease,
particularly Tea Blister Blight.

Tea Blister Blight, which causes con-
siderable losses to tea crops in many
parts of the world, is not known to
occur in Papua-New Guinea.

W. A. Scholes

A NEW DIMENSION IN EDUCATIONAL GAMES

GAMES for THINKERS

ON SALE NOW

CENTENNIAL EDITION

1. There are three humbered statements in this box,

2.Two of these numbered. statements are not true.

3. The average increase in 1.Q. scores of those who
1earn to play WFF 'N PROOF is more than 20 points.
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These unique kits have been specially de-
gned by university professors for those

who enjoy brain-to-brain combat.
PERFECT GIFTS
New Haven,

Box 71-P
Conn,

CENTENNIAL EDITION
Foreword by the President of the United States

A Million Facts at Your Fingertips ||

Enclosed is $ .. Please send me:

—_WFF 'N PROOF $6.
The Game of Modern Logic
—_EQUATIONS 3
The Game of Creative
Matg;matlcs

$4.50.

The Game of Set Theory

———CONFIGURATIONS:

Number Puzzles and Patterns

——PROPAGANDA: Game 5
—REAL-Numbers Game

—WFF: Begunners Logic

—TAC-TICKLE

Soil-proof Heavy
Paper Binding

$1.75
$2.95
$3.95

1868-1967 editions on microfilm
available through Bell & Howell

Cloth-Bound
Library Edition

Total
(Prices include postage and handling)

Deluxe Thumb-
cut Edition
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