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Those who report on astronomers’ affairs
occasionally have nights as sleepless

as the scientists whose work they
cover. Out of one such night, in one
reporter’s mind-racing fight with words
that refused to stay out of his head,
came the inspiration for a bit of
doggerel, which we unblushingly
dedicate to graduate student S. Jocelyn
Bell of Cambridge University’s Mullard
Radio Astronomy Observatory, whose
persistence led astronomy’s most
awesome personages to the pulsar’s
puzzling performance.
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The Pulsar’s Pindar

Rhythmically pulsating radio source,

Can you not tell us what terrible force

Renders your density all so immense

To account for your signal so sharp and intense?

Are you so dense that no matter you own;

Not atoms nor protons, save neutrons alone?

And do you then fluctuate once every second

So fixed that by you all our clocks might be reckoned?

Or are you two stars bound together in action

That spin like a lighthouse beam gone to distraction?
What in the world can account for your course

O rhythmically pulsating radio source?

And perbaps is there more than your radio beam?
Perbaps visible light in a radiant stream?

And what if the cause of your well-metered twitch
Is a strange but intelligent band at the switch?

A world of astronomers ponder, a-pacing,

The cause of your infernal, rock-steady spacing,
To see your pulse vary, they valiantly strive,
From 1.3372795.

But the biggest of mysteries plaguing our earth
Is, how of your kind can there be such a dearth?
In infinite space one should find ever more;
Can it be that your number indeed is but four?
—Detje
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Microbiology, among other disciplines not or-
dinarily associated with dentistry, is changing
the course of dental research. A microbiologist
examines a culture of decay-causing strepto-
cocci. p. 571 (photo NIDR).
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