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ADVANCED DESIGN
PLANETARIUMS...THE
MOST SIGNIFICANT
TEACHING FACILITIES
OF OUR TIME

® Mobile units and economy fold-away
portables

s Highly sophisticated major-capability
permanent installations

® The first curriculum-programmed
automatic models

® Models for every educational and
budgetary requirement

Planetariums Unlimited, Inc., a subsidiary
of world-famous Viewlex, Inc., now offers
the most extensive line of planetariums
ever made available to the school.

The advanced line includes model
APOLLO . .. the world’'s only curriculum-
programmed automatic classroom
planetarium. A comprehensive and
constantly expanding library of
curriculum-oriented automatic
planetarium presentations is available for
the Apollo. And the unique Apollo is only
part of the Viewlex line of advanced-
design planetariums.

Contact Planetariums Unlimited’s
distinguished staff of scientists and
educators now. They will demonstrate how
a Viewlex planetarium will bring new
dimensions in learning to astronomy,
mathematics, history, science. .. your
entire curriculum. Write for a free brochure.

model Venus. A Viewlex.
major-capability
planetarium.

THE UNIVERSE AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

PLANETARIUMS UNLIMITED, INC.

a subsidiary of Viewlex, Inc.
49 Broadway, Holbrook, N.Y. 11741 / (516) 589-6600

LETTERS

to the editor

Which way is up

Sir:

Your issue of May 11, 1968, p. 447
“Clouds Rush in Toward Milky Way”
states:

. look out of our galaxy to the
north or the south”
and again

“. .. the galaxy, which is a broad

flat disk lying roughly in the east-

west direction.”

Universe is boundless, timeless, po-
sitionless, continuous and without direc-
tion. The galaxies revolve on their
axes and spiral in the direction of one
of its flat surfaces, but there is no com-
pass direction involved. The solar sys-
tem is spiraling toward Hercules which
happens to be in a northern direction
according to this small planet, but this
is not up or down, north or south in as
much as all objects of the universe are
spiraling in spirals and cardinal direc-
tions are unknown.

Chapman Grant
Escondido, Calif.

(When astronomers speak of events
involving the galaxy as a whole, they
most commonly use galactic coordi-
nates. The equator in this system is the
mean plane of the galaxy. Directions
parallel to this plane are called east
and west. Perpendiculars are north and
south. The plane of the galactic equa-
tor is inclined at 62 degrees to the
equator of the earth, but the north and
south poles are in the same hemispheres
as those of the earth. North, south,
east and west are common terms of ref-
erences used by astronomers for either
positions or direction of motion in re-
lation to any of the three coordinate
systems: celestial, ecliptic or galactic.
The sense of the directions is roughly
equivalent for all three. Ed.)

Naming sources

Sir:

I heartily endorse the letter titled “in-
formation please” (SN: 5/18, p. 468)
by M. G. Jacobson. It’s important for
your readers to know your writers’ ex-
act sources of information, whether
directly from the scientist himself and
where he works and its approximate
address, or whether from a journal and
its authors. It’s terribly frustrating not
to know. I think that you are much
better at furnishing this information
than you were several years ago, and
this is the chief reason why I am now
a subscriber.

Joanne Ashley
Manlius, N.Y.

Latin names

Sir:

When scientific names of organisms
are used in SCIENCE NEws, they are
not italicized or underlined or in any
way identified as Latin terms. This is
disturbing to me both as a reader, since
it is difficult for me to distinguish the
generic names if they are unfamiliar to
me, and also as an instructor, since I
have always taught my students the im-
portance of underlining or otherwise
indicating scientific names.

Is there any reason for your omis-
sion of this designation? The change
would be a small, but significant one,
for which many of your readers would
be grateful.

Shirley Leuthner
Oregon State University
Corvallis, Ore.

(We try to avoid italics because of
the conviction that they interfere with
the ease of reading. Concern for pre-
cision, clarity and ease of identification
have convinced us that, in cases like
this one, we were being overly rigid.
Our reversion to standard practice pre-

dated this comment by several issues.
Ed.)
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