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LETTERS

to the editor

The shift to metric

' Sir:

In response to your invitation to dis-
cuss Mr. Roohr’s proposal (“Shift to
Metric,” Letters, SN: 5/25):

After Japan, more recently England
has embarked on a change-over to the
metric system. With very few excep-
tions we are the only holdouts.

Japan’s example shows that it can be
done without disaster or disruption and
is certainly beneficial.

It is also worth noting that in this
country, in the short time span from
1955 to 1960, the pharmaceutical in-
dustry has accomplished a switch from
grains, drams and ounces to milligrams
and milliliters without causing any dis-
locations or difficulties. 1 would feel
that a well thought-out gradual change-
over would not only be beneficial but is
actually a necessity.

As to Mr. Roohr’s suggestion I can
only agree with it.

I would like to take this opportunity
to express my appreciation for your
magazine which allows me to keep in-

formed about what goes on in fields
which are not directly my own.

George S. Fischmann, M.D.

Ann Arbor, Mich.

On Mr. Roohr’s proposal to shift to

the metric system: I think it is an ex-

cellent idea and very fitting for SCIENCE

NEws to take the initiative. I wish to

encourage you to take this very neces-

sary step, thinking it is not only fitting
and proper, but vital.

A. A. Faulkner

Director, Nova Laboratories

West Conshohocken, Pa.

I would certainly prefer the metric
system used everywhere. There is also
a socioeconomical issue, namely, the
isolation of the U.S. from the human
community which will result from the
nonuse of the metric system now that

(see Letters, p. 18)

WHERE TO RETIRE or VACATION TODAY

and AFFORD IT. ..

WHERE WILL YOU GO IN FLORIDA?

Florida needn’t be expensive—not if you
know just where to go for whatever you
seek in Florida. And if there’s any man
who can give you the facts you want, it's
Norman Ford, founder of the world-fa-
mous Globe Trotters Club.

His big book, Norman Ford’s Florida,
tells you, first of all, road by road, mile
by mile, everything you’ll find in Florida,
whether you're on vacation or looking
over job, business, real estate, or retire-
ment prospects.

Always, he names the hotels, motels,
and restaurants where you can stop for
the best accommodations and meals at the
price you want to pay. For that longer
vacation, if you let Norman Ford guide
you, you'll find a real ‘“paradise”’—just the
spot which has everything you want.

Of course, there’s much more to this big
book. If you want a home in Florida, he
tells you just where to head. If you've
ever wanted to run a tourist court or own
an orange grove, he tells you today’s in-
side story of these popular investments.

If you want to retire on a small income,
Norman Ford tells you exactly where you
can retire now on the money you've got,
whether it’s a little or a lot. Because he
always tells you where life in Florida is
pleasantest on a small tncome, he can
help you to take life easy now.

Whatever you seek in Florida, Norman
Ford’s Florida gives you the facts you
need to find exactly what you want. Well
over 100,000 words, but it costs only $2—
only a fraction of the money you’'d spend
needlessly if you went to Florida blind.

BARGAIN PARADISES
OF THE WORLD

West Indies, Mexico, Californias Abroad
This is a book on how to double what
your money can buy. For that is what
spending a few weeks or months, or even
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retiring, in the world’s Bargain Paradises
amounts to. And why not when you can
retire to:

MEXICO—amid tropical flowers with rents
of $50 a month, a maid for $18 a month;
low cost country clubs, etc.

The LOTUS-COVERED MOUNTAIN LAKES of the
one place which people call the most
beautiful on earth; total living costs—with
as manu as four servants—run about $250
a month—for a couple.

THE AZORES—islands of tropical flowers,
sandy beaches, and the charm of another
age—with rents of about $40-$50 a month,
groceries for a couple at $10-$15 a week,
and servants $15 a month each.

THE WEST INDIES? Only a few flying hours
from New York—the wunspoiled ‘“South
Seas” paradises of the Windward Islands,
or San Andres, the last great bargain par-
adise of them all, where you can vacation
luxuriously, even in mid-winter, for only
$6 a day.

Bargain Paradises of the World proves
that if you can afford a vacation in the
U.S., the rest of the world is closer than
you think. You read about pensions, inns,
spas, and hotels where you can vacation
or retire in a setting of magnificent beauty
for as little as $4 a day. You learn where
to spend a while in the fantastic West
Indies, in South America, Mexico, Spain,
the Canary Islands, the South Seas, the
marvelous Balearic Islands where two can
live like kings on $10 a day.

You read about the other fabulous ‘“bar-
gain counters” of the world for vacations
and retirement, about cities and towns
where it’'s always spring, about *Califor-
nias Abroad” and “Four Modern Shangri-
Las,” about mountain hideaways, tropical
islands as colorful as Tahiti but nearer
home, about modern cities where you can
live for less, about quiet country lanes
and surf-washed coastal resorts.

If you've ever wanted to travel but
wondered how you could afford it; if you
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have a little income but wonder how
you'd ever be able to retire on that; if
you want a life of luxuries on what you'd
get only necessities back home, then you
want Bargain Paradises of the World.
Price $1.50.

WHERE TO RETIRE ON A SMALL INCOME

This book selects out of the hundreds of
thousands of communities in the U.S. and
its island territories only those places
where living costs are less, where the sur-
roundings are pleasant, and where nature
and the community get tohgether to guar-
antee a good time from fishing, boating,
gardening, concerts, or the like. The book
never overlooks the fact that some people
must get part-time or seasonal work to
pad out their income.

It covers cities, towns, and farms
throughout America—from New England
south to Florida, west to California and
north to the Pacific Northwest. It includes
both Hawaii and the American Virgin
Islands. Some people spend hundreds of
dollars trying to get information like this
by travelling around the country. Fre-
quently they fail—there is just too much
of America to explore.

Where to Retire on a Small Income
saves you from that danger. Yet the big
new edition costs only $2.

Mail this coupon for prompt delivery

8 Lincoln Drive
Greenlawn (Long Island), N.Y. 11740
| have enclosed $ (cash, check, money
order). Please send me the books | checked below. You
will refund my money if 1 am not satisfied.
[ Bargain Paradises of the World. $1.50

Where to Retire on a Small Income. $2

Norman Ford’s Florida. $2

Special offer: all books above ($5.50 value) for $4.
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We went to Wetzlar, Germany (world capital
of fine optics) to find such perfection at such
a price. Remove the EMOSKOP from its fitted
leather case and it is a 30x microscope.
A twist of the wrist converts it to a 3x tele-
scope (ideal for theater, field or sky) or
a unique 3x telescope- Ioupe Another change
and you have your choice of 5x, 10x or 15x
magnifying glasses. The perfect vest-pocket
companion for exacting professionals and
scientists and all those who wish to observe
anything closely and clearly. A most dis-
creet opera glass. If you make a fetish of
quality, the EMOSKOP will do you proud.
Coated lenses, fully achromatic, absolutely
flat field. Moderr\ Photography Magazine calls
the EMOSKOP . the only magnifier worthy
of the name.”

0 Send me the EMOSKOP. | enclose $15.95
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(Letters, from p. 4)

even Great Britain (and other long
holdouts) are adopting it.

Prof. Walter M. Elsasser

Institute for Fluid Dynamics

University of Maryland

College Park, Md.

Aye for Roohr’s proposal.
Peter Fenner
American Geological Institute
Washington, D.C.

I wish heartily to second Mr. Roohr’s
letter. This would greatly strengthen
our competitive position in trade with
Latin America and Europe, where the
metric system is universally in use, and
avoid interminable confusion there. I
think the use of metric units, not only
in scientific literature, but in the popular
press as well, with the English equiva-
lents printed in parentheses, would help
to create the public opinion which
would enable the Congress to pass the
legislation required, and reduce the
strength of the lobby working against
such legislation.
Howard E. Jensen
Professor Emeritus of Sociology
Duke University

I think that many scientists and instruc-
tors would welcome this change.

Grover J. Norwood

Advanced Biology Department

Senior High School

Granite City, IlI.

I should like to endorse this suggestion
fully; as a matter of fact I have been
corresponding with other scientific jour-
nals and tho-e presenting scientific sub-
jects to lay readers, to advocate just
this suggestion. The metric system is
the language of science, used through-
out the world.
Rainer Fried, Ph.D.
The Metric Association
Omaha, Neb.

Man never seems to tire of making

things difficult for himself. I agree with

Peter Roohr; use the metric system as

much as possible. Do your part to help
simplify our complicated way of life.

Dr. Robert Berger

Grove City, Pa.

U.S. Army hikes are in kilometers.
Our Navy target ranges are in meters.
The Air Force’s new missile, Maverick,
will be all metric. Olympic Games and
other international competitions are
played and run on fields and tracks of
metric dimensions. Campbell, Del-
Monte, Cole, Heinz, Standard Brands
and other manufacturers and processors

(see Letters, p. 21)
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(Letters, from p. 18)

label their products in metric units.

Why not do as Mr. Roohr suggests?
If the few objections you receive are
convincing enough, then revert to the
policy of denying the rest of us the
pleasure of reading measurements based

on a logically sound system, metric.
Arthur G. Ehrlich
Buffalo, N.Y.

I should like to second Mr. Roohr’s

proposal. I've just completed a manu-

script revision of my book in which I

have changed the British equivalents

to the metric system, using parentheses

including the British equivalents the

first time a measure was introduced. 1

agree that this change would be very
helpful.

Leonard A. Maynard

Graduate School of Nutrition

Cornell University

Ithaca, N.Y.

Mr. Peter E. Roohr’s proposal (SN:
5/25, p. 492) to use both the metric
system and its British equivalent in
Science News is an excellent idea.

It was not until starting to take
physics courses in college that I became
familiar with the metric system. Ac-
cording to your reader survey last year,
Science News is subscribed to by many
adult professionals and read by many
young people; use of the metric system
would give them a great advantage on
undertaking high school or college pro-
grams in science related fields.

Wayne H. Warren Jr.
Bell Telephone Laboratories
Murray Hill, N.J.

The conversion to a metric system
should be as smooth as possible. Our
youngsters, being exposed to both grad-
uations for as long as practical, will be
better able to cope with the metric
standards as well as giving the old
timers a chance to absorb a “feel” for
the new system.
R. W. Gilson
Sherwood Medical Industries, Inc.
St. Louis, Mo.

Mr. Roohr advocates that SCIENCE
NEews adopt the use of both metric and
British units. I support that position
which is essentially the editorial policy
adopted by Nasa several years ago.
NASA reports use measurements taken
in the U.S. Customary Units and paren-
thetically give the equivalents in the
International System of Units (sI).
Details concerning the use of sI units
are given in NAsA report sp-7012, 1964,
which would make a very convenient
reference for your readers.
Charles H. Fox Jr.
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration
Langley Research Center

I think this is a great idea! Please do
everything you can do to promote the
use of the metric system in this country.
William H. Seaton

Tennessee Eastman Co.

Kingsport, Tennessee

The sooner we all convert, the better.
The use of footnotes for the British
equivalents (instead of parentheses)
might make reading an article easier for
those who are already familiar with the
metric system.
John R. Vig
Piscataway, N.J.

Such a change could be an important

factor in the effort to get rid of the
present intolerable amalgam.

Louis Baldwin

Sandia Laboratory

Albuquerque, N. Mex.

(We received more letters on this sub-
ject than we have on any in the short
history of our letters column. We were
unable to print all we received, and
mean no slight by the omission of some.
These are more than a sample. They
are an exact representation of the unani-
mous accord on the issue and are a
valuable contribution to our constant
effort to refine and improve SCIENCE
NEws. Ed.)
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fllms OF THE WEEK

Listing is for readers’ information of new 16mm
and 8mm films on science, engineering, medicine
and agriculture for projessional, student and gen-
eral audiences. For further information on pur-
chase, rental or free loan, write to distributor.

CAN HUMAN NATURE BE CHANGED?
16mm, color, sound, 24 min. Each human being
})erceives the world in a way that is different
rom every other. Discusses the role of the
brain in behavior, the role of memory and
whether chemicals can influence it, and whether
the unused portions of the brain could be put
to use. Audience: general. Purchase $300 from
Graphic Curriculum Inc.,, P.O. Box 565, Lenox
Hill Station, New York, N.Y. 10021.

FLIES EYES. 16mm, b&w, sound, 30 min.
Report on the use of flies to study the neu-
rological aspects of vision as a part of a broad
study on how human beings acquire, use, and
transmit information. Experiment is shown which
involves the rement of changes in elec-
trical current within a living fly’s brain when
it sees diflerent patterns. Aud.ence: general. Pur-
chase $150 or rental $5.90 from NET Film Ser-
vice, Indiana University, Audio-Visual Center,
Bloomington, Ind. 47401.

GIFT OF LIFE/RIGHT TO DIE. 16mm, b&w,
sound, 15 min. A filmed essay on medical ethics
which covers four types of decisions involving
the life or death of a patient. Moral decisions
involved in making organ transplants are dis-
cussed, and physicians describe occasions which
a choice must be made to revive one patient
rather than another. Audience: general. Purchase
$100 or rental $4.15 from NET Film Service,
Indiana University, Audio-Visual Center, Bloom-
ington, Ind. 47401.

HYPNOSIS: MYTH OR MEDICINE? 16mm,
b&w, sound, 30 min. A report on the use of
hypnosis by British physicians and dentists and
the possible benefits and dangers involved. Scenes
show sypnosis being used for anesthesia and to
relieve symptoms of anxiety. Conclusion is that
nobody can explain what hypnotism is and what
it does. Audience: general. Rental $5.40 or one
year lease $50 from NET Film Service, Indiana

University, Audio-Visual Center, Bloomington,
Ind. 47401.
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ALGAE, PLANKTON, Limnology Comprehensive
lists. Lew’s, 2510 Van Ness Avenue, San Fran-
cisco, Calif. 94109.

MICRO ADS

METEORITES FOR SALE. (Whole, Iron), size
14" to 2”. Send for free price list. Muschalek
17.9a7b502ratory, 1104 Apache, McCamey, Texas

FAIRCHILD SEQUENCE CAMERA $75.00. Cost

government $650.00. Send 25c for our surplus

optics-electronics 82 page catalog. Meshna,
ahant, Mass. 01908.
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