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All you need to make
movies is a 16mm Bolex,
a lens, and talent.

All you need to make
movies is a 16mm Bolex,
a lens, and talent.

But Bolexis a system as well as a cam-
-era. It can be outfitted foryour specific
professional needs. Begin with the
H-16 Rex-5 body, which has reflex
viewing, a magazine saddle, filter slot,
and variable shutter speed.

Addthe lightweight 400 foot magazine,
constant speed motor, take-up motor,

rechargeable power pack, and you are
ready to shoot 12 minutes of uninter-
rupted synchronous sound footage.
Choose from a wide range of optically
perfect lenses, from fast 10mm wide
angle to 150mm macro-tele. From
zooms with electric exposure control
built in to a prime lens as fast as
f/0.95.

The Bolex H-16 Rex-5 has automatic
threading, variable speeds from 12 to
to 64 frames per second, single frame
control. It can be hand-held or mount-
ed on a tripod. Fully outfitted, the cam-
era weighs less than 13 pounds.

Bolex cameras, made with Swiss
watch making precision, have proven

their accuracy over many years time,
under the most adverse conditions,
and at tropic and arctic temperatures.
This is the Bolex H-16 Rex-5, The Pro-
fessional.

For a copy of Bolex magazine's spe-
cial issue on communications, write
Paillard Incorporated, 1900 Lower
Road, Linden, New Jersey 07036.

BOL.EX

Bolex H-16 Rex 5,
The Professional.

LETTERS

to the editor

Conception: a controversy

Sir:

Moral pronouncements made to tide
us over a lack of fact and understanding
may have some tentative social value,
but need for improvement is signaled
when faults in their derivation are rec-
ognized. That is the case with the dis-
tinction between contraception and
abortion drawn by Dr. Paul Ramsey,
professor of religion, as reported by
Christopher Weathersbee (SN: 8/3, p.
119): Since the dividing cells of the
conceptus “cannot be considered to be
invested with individuality” while still
capable of forming identical twins, ar-
resting their development is considered
contraception and acceptable, whereas
later arrest is not.

That is a congenial way to dodge the
old question whether each twin has
half a soul or one twin has none—
which is raised by the alternative hy-
pothesis that the soul, or “individuality,”
begins sometime during the process of
fertilization. But, if the Ramsey ar-
gument doesn’t trip on the problem of
individuality of Siamese twins, it cer-
tainly is carried into error by being
tied to the mistaken assumption that
the blastocyst is “much too far along
to be capable of twinning.” Twinning
may occur in a number of ways, and
the times vary. All Siamese twins and
other twins with a common amnion re-
sult from a split or extra primitive
streak. In man, primitive streak for-
mation begins about 16 days after ovu-
lation and blastocyst formation at about
3 or 4. Accordingly, if the distinction
between contraception and abortion on
the basis of twinning is correctly rea-
soned, due respect for the underlying
facts would permit drawing the line al-
most 2 weeks later than it was drawn.

Arguments about when the term

“contraception” is proper tend to make
a fundamental mistake of focusing at-
tention on the offspring rather than
the mother. Contraception means pre-
vention of conception, and conception
is a well-established, even ancient, term
for a female mammal’s becoming preg-
nant or gravid. Use of “conception” as
a synonym for just “fertilization” is re-
cent, the events and significance of fer-
tilization having been seen and under-
stood clearly in mammals only since
the turn of the century. Still more re-
cent discoveries point out the inappro-
priateness of that usage. If fertilized
eggs are experimentally transferred
from their mother to a foster mother
or culture dish, the genetic mother is
no more pregnant than the father. The
foster mother becomes pregnant; the
culture dish, hardly. The deciding fac-
tor is the female mammal’s conception
(L. con capio: capture, grasp, take in)
of the developing conceptus through
the process of implantation, which be-
gins about a week after ovulation and
fertilization in the case of the human.
That, in turn, sets off hormonal changes
that convert the menstrual cycle into a
pregnancy cycle. Accordingly, if due
respect is given to both the derivation
of the term and the relevant physiology,
“contraception” is a proper term for
pregnancy-preventing measures applied
any time before implantation.
Whether contraception is a proper
procedure is another question. It is
safer for the mother than becoming
pregnant and safer for the family and
for society than becoming overpopu-
lated. It is, of course, not safer for the
ova and spermatozoa that might have

(see Letters p. 256)
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Tells How to

Make Money Writing

Short

Paragraphs

Chicago Man Reveals a
Short Cut to Authorship

Discloses little-known angle by which
beginners often get paid five to ten
times more per word than the rates
paid to famous avthors. Now anyone
who can write a sentence in plain Eng-
lish can write for money without spend-
ing weary years "learning to write.”’

R years and years a relatively
few people have had a “‘corner”
on one of the most profitable au-
thors’ markets ever known. They’ve
been going quietly along selling
thousands and thousands of con-
tributions. None of them has had
tobe trained authors. None of them
has been ‘“‘big name”’ writers. Yet,
in hundredsof cases they have been
paid from five to ten times as much
per word as was earned by famous
authors.

The successful men and women in
this field had such a good thing
that they kept it pretty well to
themselves. Mr. Benson Barrett
was one of these people. For years
he enjoyed a steady income—made
enough money in spare time to
pay for a fine farm near Chicago.

Finally, Mr. Barrett decided to let
others in on his method. Since then
he has shown a number of other
men and women how to write for
money. He has not given them
lessons in writing. He has not put
them through a long course of
study or practice. In fact, most of
his protégés have started mailing
contributions to magazines within
two weeks after starting.

Mr. Barrett says that the only skill
required is that the beginner be
able to write a sentence in plain
English. Almost anyone with a
grade school education can write
well enough to follow Mr. Barrett’s
plan, because the contributions
you will send to magazines are
rarely longer than one paragraph.

Shut-ins, housewives, folks who
are retired on small incomes, even
employed men and women who
like to use idle hours in a construc-
tive way—all types are making
money on short paragraphs.

Mr. Barrett does not teach you to
write. He shows you what to write,
what form to put it in, and whom to
send it to. He shows you a simple
method for getting ideas by the
hundreds. He gives you a list of
more than 200 magazines whose
editors are looking for this kind of
material and who will buy from be-
ginners. In other words, he teaches
you a method, an angle, a plan
for starting to write for money
right away.

IF you would like to see your
writing in print and get paid
for it—just send your name on a
postcard to Mr. Barrett. He will
send full information about his
plan of coaching by return mail—
postage prepaid. He makes no
charge for this information. And,
no salesman will call on you. You
decide, at home, whether you’'d
like to try his plan. If the idea of
getting paid for writing short par-
agraphs appeals to you, write to
Mr. Barrett for this information.

No telling where it might lead.
Such a small start may even open
opportunities for real authorship.
And, since it can’t cost you any-
thing more than a postcard, you’ll
certainly want to get all the facts.
Address postcard to Mr. Benson
Barrett, 6216 N. Clark Street,

Dept. 163-H, Chicago, Ill. 60626.
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met or just did; instead it promotes their
most probable natural fate, which is to
perish. (Of 500,000 ova present in a
pair of ovaries at birth, most degenerate.
about 500 or 0.1 percent are ovulated.
and perhaps 5 or 0.001 percent are
fertilized, of which fewer than half sur-
vive until birth.) Where gametes, par-
ents, siblings and society have conflicts
of interest, fateful decisions are influ-
enced by moral opinions of individ-
uals, sects or authorities. But derivation
of such opinions from inappropriate
terminology and incorrect and perhaps
irrelevant embryological fact seems less
likely to lead to wise judgment than
consideration of relevant facts and pre-
dictable consequences at the social, per-
sonal and physiological as well as mi-
croanatomical level.
Bent G. Boving, MD
Carnegie Institution of Washington
Department of Embryology
Baltimore, Md.

Dr. Ramsey replies:

I certainly do not want “moral pro-
nouncements” to tide me over any
mistakes of fact. Nor do I seek “a
congenial way to dodge the old ques-
tion whether each twin has half a soul,”
etc. I would neither put the question
in any such fashion nor try to intervene
upon the facts with a moral concept or
proposal.

I suggested that, to rebut proof of
the origin of the unique human indi-
vidual from genotype, segmentation is
as good a point as any and better than
most in the continuum of life this side
of resurrection. This was to say that
we have a fellow human being, having
claims like our own, not earlier than
the time when it has been irreversibly
settled whether there will be one, or
two or more individuals launched into
existence from cleavage of the geno-
type. Nothing in this moral judgment
stands or falls by the facts, or seeks to
discharge the facts. Indeed, correct in-
formation as to the facts are needed
even to know how to use the proposed
moral concept. I can only thank Dr.
Boving for the additional information
he has given me concerning twinning.

It is as if someone proposed that
viability or quickening is the time after
which we should count another con-
gener to be present with us—before that
pre-human fetal life—and mistook the
time of viability or of quickening. This
would be a significant mistake, but not
one shattering to the moral concepts
that were proposed.

For the rest, Dr. Boving combines

(see Letters p. 258)



