LETTERS

to the editor

Nitrate in cigarettes
Sir:

“Effects of Nitrate in Cigarettes”
(SN: 7/13, p. 36) mentions a hitherto
unmentioned hazard of cigarette smok-
ing, namely the fire hazard of sodium
nitrate as an additive.

Additives such as sodium nitrate, by
insuring enhanced combustion, and
sure, continued burning, whether a
cigarette is puffed or not, are largely
responsible for the well-known hazards
of cigarettes. Cigarette smokers know
how difficult it is to snuff out a dis-
carded stub, even with under-heel ef-
forts. Put a lighted cigarette in an ash-
tray and it will burn rapidly even with-
out the added oxygen supply provided
by puffing.

Contrarywise, cigars and pipes re-
quire somewhat constant puffing to
maintain combustion, so they present
much less fire hazard. Even roll-your-
own cigarettes refuse to stay lit when
not puffed.

Until I read your report, I only
suspected that packaged cigarettes con-
tained some sort of sure-burning addi-
tive. I think the sodium nitrate additive
is used to increase sales by making ciga-
rettes easier to smoke without having
to relight, and not for health reasons.
I think by using sodium nitrate, ciga-
rette manufacturers are callously dis-
regarding the great loss of property,
forests. and even life itself, for bed
smokers, caused by cigarettes.

Congress should outlaw such addi-
tives for this reason, as well as for the
biochemical hazards mentioned in your
report.

Benjamin F. Miessner
Miessner Inventions, Inc.
Miami Shores, Fla.

A moral issue

Sir:

I have read with interest the discus-
sion between Dr. Paul Ramsey and Dr.
Bent Boving (SN: 9/14, p. 254) regard-
ing possibilities of defining the begin-
nings of human life. Such discussions
can, in my opinion, only be beneficial.

I do have certain misgivings about
Dr. Boving’s statement that “contracep-
tion . . . promotes their most probable
natural fate, which is to perish,” refer-
ring here to the sperm and the ovum.
While in factual agreement with the
statement, I would like to express the
opinion that one should not assume on

(see Letters p. 306)

Michael Harner did. For two years, helived effectively about these encroachments. Even
with the Jivaro Indians of the Ecuadorian more importantly, it seeks to understand
Amazon, a witchcraft-haunted people who the real needs and nature of the human
regard normal waking life as an illusion. animal today.

um of Natural History.

Our writers and photographers have also
recently “gone native” among the warlike
Yanomamé of Brazil, the indomitable
Basques, the nomads of Mongolia, and the
hippies of San Francisco. Obviously, “going
native’”” NATURAL HISTORY style doesn’t
mean getting away from it all — it’s more

like getting to it all.

In any issue you may be transported back
40,000 years to the Ice Age, or 200 feet
down a coral reef. You may be taken under
the lens of a microscope to the busy life of

lens of an anthropologist ex-

The Jivaros enter the
“real” world through hal- We think you’ll find NATURAL HISTORY re-
lucinogenic drugs. freshing. It offers you eye-opening perspec-

tives on yourself and the world around you

Mike’s recent firsthand _ jn an adult format that talks straight to
report on these natives is  you in honest language. And what we can’t
; typical of the kind of ar-  say in words we put into pictures — photo-

ticles which appear every  graphs, drawings, maps, -
month in NATURAL HIS- charts, diagrams — that
TORY, the horizon-expand-  add color, dimension, and
ing magazine published clarity to an informed
by The American Muse- perspective.Toread NAT-

URAL HISTORY is to expe-
rience the same kind of
revelation and joy you
remember from child-
hood, when everything 4
was new and just waiting
to be discovered.

Return the coupon now and we’ll send you
this month’s NATURAL HISTORY free. You
begin your subscription next month only
if you enjoy “going native”’—with a maga-
zine that delivers a sense of discovery with
every issue.

the amoeba, or under the quite different BURRE“T ISSUE FREE*
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ploring human violence.
Wherever NATURAL HISTORY
takes you, you’ll meet real ex-
periences and real data—pre-
sented with imagination and
enthusiasm.

That enthusiasm is often
tempered by concern. For
everywhere our natural envi-
ronment is being polluted,
disrupted, destroyed or “im-
proved” at a galloping pace.
NATURAL HISTORY speaks out
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Please send me your current issue free, and enter my subscrip-
tion for one year (10 issues) at $7 beginning next month. (If | I
decide that Natural History isn't for me, | may cancel my sub-
scription without obligation.) | understand that | will also_be
enrolled, at no extra cost. as an Associate Member of The
American Museum of Natura! History, which entitles me to two
gift books a year, special discounts at the Museum Shops and
other benefits.
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