titled *a report on the deteriorating
quality of the American Environment.”
It is very well-written and well-docu-
mented, though the facts and state-
ments presented are very depressing
and leave not much room for optimism.

I can see no reasons why the present
boom in population growth is ignored
by some or even considered as a bless-
ing. It is an imminent menace to our
physical and mental health since it im-
plies not only a shortage in food but
a rising tide of pollution in our entire
environment.

I sincerely wish that books such as
“Moment in the Sun” receive wide-
spread attention and be studied even in
classrooms, so that the present down-
ward trends can be reversed before
it is too late.

Hans U. Weber, Ph.D.
Research biochemist
Foundation for

Nutrition and Stress Research
Redwood City, Calif.

Not quite lawless

The title “On a Lawless Frontier”
that appears on the cover of SCIENCE
NEWSs appears somewhat misleading in-
asmuch as the article by Jonathan Eber-
hart “Law for Space” (SN: 12/14/68,
p- 599) makes clear the existence of a
body of international law that is ap-
plicable to activities in outer space as
well as the rapid development of inter-
national agreement on and controls for
activity in outer space. Second, regard-
ing the article itself, the term “ISL” is
in error and should have read “musL”
for the International Institute of Space
Law (which is a bureau of the Interna-
tional Astronautical Federation).

Finally, to complete the remarks I
had made concerning the 1968 Treaty
on Rescue and Return of astronauts
and spacecraft, it would have been de-
sirable to indicate that I had suggested
the treaty be amended to account for
foreseeable rescue situations in outer
space with the aim of making the treaty
serviceable for rescue both on earth
and in outer space.

R. Cargill Hall, Historian
Jet Propulsion Laboratory
Pasadena, Calif.

The little that is left

In regard to some recent letters in
your publication concerning its intellec-
tual plane, I would like to add the view
of one of the greatest minds ever,
Albert Einstein. I will quote.

“Anyone who has ever tried to pre-
sent a scientific subject in a popular
manner knows the great difficulties of
such an attempt. Either he succeeds in
being intelligible by concealing the core

(See p. 58)
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DIG
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S ; The “Mystery Dig” is a challenging facsimile of an archaeological
¢ 4. excavation, consisting of a solid earth-texture block containing
plastic model bones of a dinosaur, laid out as if in a grave.
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