Trippensee Transparent Celestidl Glohe

The 16-inch Trippensee®
Transparent Celestial Globe is
made from durable Ys-inch
acrylic plastic. It is complete
with all major stars, constella-
tions, multiple and variable
stars, a 6-inch earth globe,
calibrated internal horizon ring,
and compass in the base for
proper orientation. The globe
also features a unique color-
coded design which enables the
stars to be seen as an observer
would view them from the
earth. The Trippensee Celestial
Globe is a precisely accurate
piece of equipment as well as
an ideal decorator item for den
or family room. Write for de-
tails or send check or money
order to:

Price delivered $94.50

TRIPPENSEE PLANETARIUM CO., INC.

2201 South Hamilton St., Saginaw, Michigan 48602
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You get the new clear plastic
dome’ CHICK- ATOR thh 6
Bobwhite Quail Eggs (available
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Dealers Wanted

BIND and SAVE
your copies of

SCIENCE NEWS

Keep your copies of SCIENCE NEWS
always available for quick, easy refer-
ence in this attractive, practical binder.
Simply snap the magazine in or out in
a few seconds—no punching or mutilat-
ing. It opens FLAT—for easy reference
and readability. Sturdily constructed, this
buff-colored buckram binder stamped
in gold leaf will make a fine addition
to your library.

SCIENCE NEWS binders hold one six-
month volume of SCIENCE NEWS.
Each of the 26 issues snaps into the
cover with a metal strip. $5.00 each,
2 for $9.00. Postage-paid.

Order Now, From
SCIENCE NEWS
Dept. 222

1719 N St. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

LETTERS

to the editor

Flyspecks well noted

On page 61 of SCIENCE NEws of
Jan. 18, I found a very well written
article on neurophysiology, probably
by Patricia McBroom, who interviewed
me at Dallas.

I found the article very perceptive
of what I was trying to transmit at Dal-
las, and very instructive. There are only
a few small matters of fact which I
should like to point out, not by way of
caviling, for they could not have been
generally known and might be over-
looked by your readers. Nevertheless,
they represent flyspecks which you
might wish to avoid.

Paragraph 2: the weight increase of
the brain is shared by neurons and
glia; the neurons by elaboration and
extension of processes, that is, by
growth of the individual cells, and glia
by multiplication. I suppose the weight
increase is at least equal between these
two, and certainly not dominated by
production of glia.

Paragraph 4: the nuclei of neurons
rotate rapidly, not the neurons them-
selves. The beginning of paragraph 3,
column 2, reports the “effects of cul-
ture in the choice of color and form at
about 3 years of age.” I presume Miss
McBroom learned this from some
other source; in any event, I don’t rec-
ognize the source of that idea and
don’t know whether or not it is true.
At the bottom of that column, the light
flash experiments (originated by Roy
John and Keith Killam) were done in
cats, although they may since have
been done by others in dogs. At the
top of column 3, the electrodes were
implanted in the cat’s lateral geniculate
body, which receives from the retina.

I appreciate the privilege of being
interviewed by a reporter of Miss Mc-
Broom’s talent and integrity and I as-
sure you of my desire to help SCIENCE
NEews and other media give an accu-
rate report to the public.

Robert B. Livingston, M.D.
Department of Neurosciences
School of Medicine
University of California

San Diego, Calif.

Accent on proof

In your article, “Culture Molds the
Brain” (SN: 1/18, p. 61) you mention
that “the ability to learn a new language
without accent ends about the age of
10.” Considering the view this state-

(See p. 182)

soroban

This modern adaptation of the ancient abacus
is unsurpassed as an efficient, low-cost desk
calculator. You will be fascinated by what

you can do with this amazing tool. Addition,
subtraction, multiplication, division, square
root, decimals, all are easy on the soroban.
Simple to learn, fast to operate, it requires no
special skill to use.

The secret of the soroban is simple. All you do
is enter digits. The totals appear automatically.
Turns anyone into a whiz with numbers! One
important reason why the soroban makes an
excellent gift for students of all ages.

Sturdy, beautifully crafted of fine hardwoods,
this interesting device will give you many years
of service. Comes with free instruction book-
let. Be among the first to discover how to use
the sorobanl

Glass display case, $2.00 additional.

Order now for fast, free delivery.

$4.85
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Boland Enterprises, Box 141
Vestal, New York 13850
Please send Soroban(s) Glass display case

(Enclosed is O check, TOmoney order)
N New York State Residents Add 2% Sales Tax
ame

Address
City, State
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All DYNASCOPES, including this
superb RV-6, 6-inch available
on easy terms!

Now it’s easy to join the thousands of serious
amateurs who have discovered the excitement
of exploring our mysterious universe. Your en-
joyment begins right from the start, yet the
challenges and rewards go on for years! And
it's a hobby that can be shared at modest cost.

Choose from a Full Range Of
DYNASCOPES® 4” Starting at $49.95

Picking a telescope to fit your needs and your
pocketbook is simple when you select a
DYNASCOPE — the same instruments used by
more than 150 schools, colleges and observ-
atories. Prices begin as low as $49.95, and
your satisfaction is guaranteed by a full-
refund warranty.

FASCINATING GUIDE
YOURS FREE!
Read these valuable facts be-
fore buying any telescope. Mail
coupon or postcard for your
complimentary copy of this
helpful guide.

Criterion Manufacturing Co.

331 Church St., Harrford Conn. 06101
® TM Registered U.S. Pat. Office

331 Church St., Hartford, Conn. 06101
| Please send your free Telescope Guide.
Name
Address
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! o Apothecary’s vials and closures
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Scientific & Lab. Projects
HARRY ROSS
LUNAR MAP: 10" chart in 2 colors identifies
326 mountains, seas, craters. 25 cents
POPULAR STAR ATLAS: All stars to mag-
Dept., SNP
SKY AND TELESCOPE Cambridge, Mass.
02138 |
uted by a reliable company on a subsidized
basis. Fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarly, sci-
entific and even controversial manuscripts wel-

New, Useful.
Glass, cork, rubber and screw-

61-L Reade Street, N.Y., N.Y.

nitude 5'2 charted in book form. $2.50
comed. For Free Booklet write Vantage Press,

@D ql} r]‘ BOTTLES oid eautitur.
aell
cap stoppered seals.
—MEET THE HEAVENS!—
Write for new free catalogue N.
Your book can be published, promoted, distrib-
Dept. T8, 120 W. 31 St.,, New York 10001.

LIQUID PLASTIC

Polyurethane that applies like paint forms a
skin so tough it won‘t crack, chip or peel.
Cuts painting costs . . . covers and protects
like a shield of unbreakable glass.

Waterproof in 30 Minutes

Adheres to practically anything, stops leaks.
Ideal for concrete, aluminum, wood, masonry,
canvas, any metal. Clear—any major color.
Just specify. $5.95 per qt., $18.50 per gal.
We pay all shipping costs. Order NAVAL 5.

MEREDITH SEPARATOR CO.

Dept. YSN-222
310 West 9th St., Kansas City, Mo. 64105

Maybe she will.
Maybe she won’t.

And maybe you won’t know
until it’s too late. For both of
you. Drive defensively.

Watch out for the
other guy. (or gal)

Published to save lives in cooperation with
The Advertising Council and The National Safety Council.

Letters from p. 181

ment supports, I find it important
enough to question. In my language
studies I have come into contact with
a number of people who spoke English
without accents, so that they could not
be distinguished from native speakers;
but they had been born abroad and not
begun the study of English until well
into their teens. I once met a man
whom I thought was a native speaker,
and was surprised to hear him admit
that he had forgotten his native lan-
guage, Flemish, having begun to learn
English in his twenties.

I take exception only to the state-
ment that crosses my own experience,
although I am led to doubt as a result
much of what the article contains. For
instance, “by age 20, many things, such
as playing a musical instrument, have
become difficult, if not impossible, to
learn.” What does this mean? Where’s
the proof?

I become very uneasy when conjec-
ture, speculation and hypothesis are in-
troduced as if they had conclusive em-
pirical confirmation. If there is conclu-
sive evidence of these opinions give it;
if there is not do not introduce them as
proven scientific facts.

James H. McCormick
Graduate student, English
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minn.

Address communications to Editor,
Science News, 1719 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
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Are You A
3rd-Grade
Reader’?

A noted publisher in Chicago reports
there is a simple technique of rapid
reading which should enable you to in-
crease your reading speed and yet re-
tain much more. Most people do not
realize how much they could increase
their pleasure, success and income by
reading faster and more accurately.

According to this publisher, many
people, regardless of their present read-
ing skill, can use this simple technique
to improve their reading ability to a re-
markable degree. Whether reading
stories, books, technical matter, it be-
comes possible to read sentences at a
glance and entire pages in seconds with

] this method.

To acquaint the readers of this pub-
lication with the easy-to-follow rules
for developing rapid reading skill, the
company has printed full details of its
interesting self-training method in a
new booklet, “How to Read Faster and
Retain More,” mailed free to anyone
who requests it. No obligation. Send
your name, address, and zip code to:
Reading, 835 Diversey, Dept. 540-012,
Chicago, 60614. A postcard will do. (Adv.)

UNITRON
ASTRONOMICAL TELESCOPES

& OBSERVER'S GUIDE

With artificial satellites already launched and
space travel almost a reality, astronomy has
become today’'s fastest growing hobby.
Exploring the sk’es with a telescope is a
relaxing diversior for father and son alike.
UNITRON’s handbook contains full-page
illustrated articles on astronomy, observing,
telescopes and accessories. It is of interest
to both beginners and advanced amateurs.

CONTENTS INCLUDE:

Observing the sun, moon, planets and wonders of the sky o
Constellation map « Hints for observers « Glossary of telescope
terms o How to choose a telescope o Astrophotography

UNITRON

INSTRUMENT COMPANY « TELESCOPE SALES DIV.
66 NEEDHAM ST., NEWTON HIGHLANDS 61, MASS.
Please rush to me, FREE of charge,

ON'S OBSERVER'S GUIDE and TELESCOPE
CATALOG =E-5
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