Your hobby?

From the big world above
to a small world below

i
i
H
H
§
g
3
I
]
H

SRR T S R

EXPLORING THE MOON
THROUGH BINOCULARS
Ernest H. Cherrington, Jr.

1969 is the Year of the Moon, and
this magnificent book enables you
to participate in the discoveries
and explore the moon with ordi-
nary binoculars.

Dr. Cherrington’s admirable book
has 53 photographs, including
seven moon phase charts, plus
seven line drawings. It combines
text and pictures to follow the

moon through its 28 day cycle; =
and show you at every point what =~
to look for, and how to interpret =
what you see. i
Illustrated/$10 f
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TROPICAL FISH

As A Hobby

New and Revised Edition
Herbert R. Axelrod

An aquarium is a microcosm—in
which the aquarist can observe all
the phases of life. Dr. Axelrod’s
book is a complete guide to over
100 varieties of fish, their habits,
characteristics, and needs.

The plants and foods fish need are
discussed; as are fish diseases and
their cure. The book covers both
fresh and salt-water aquariums—
and in its new, easier-to-use edi-
tion, it will win many new fans to
an exciting hobby, as well as open-
ing new avenues of exploration to
old-time aquarists.

Illustrated/Reference charts/$7.95
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LETTERS ! peatedly conducted (following the rough
R | outline in the article), but outside of a
a bad taste in the subject’s mouth, noth-

tu the edltnr | ing at all was found to be out of the
| ordinary. In short, the subject felt no

difference nor experienced anything be-
yond what he normally felt at all times.

As 1 said, repeated tests were made at
least half a dozen times.

No catnip kick

My wife and I, both engineers, have
for years been avid readers of Science
News. Please forgive us for waiting so
long to commend you on its excellence.

We were particularly intrigued by
the item (SN: 3/8, p. 238) concerning
the alleged hallucinogenic properties of
Nepeta cataria. The prospect seems
hardly unreasonable to anyone who has
ever observed a flying feline (smashed
Siamese?). Anyway, the spirit of de-
tached scientific curiosity immediately
got the better of me, and I dispatched
my wife to the local pet shop to make
the connection. Either we are faced
with another hoax of the Banana
genre, or Drs. Jackson and Reed have
access to a more potent strain of cat-
nip than plain old Hartz Mountain. In
an effort to give a fair trial, I smoked,
with considerable effort, two mam-
mouth bowlsful — experiencing, sad to
say, nothing beyond sore throat and
mild oxygen starvation.

We will anxiously be scanning the
pages of future issues of SCIENCE
NEews for further words on this phe-
nomenon. No doubt we are not alone
in awaiting the discovery of forbidden
pleasures to be garnered from some
common substance, as difficult as cat-
nip for the authorities to proscribe.

John Ricci
Willimantic, Conn.

C. H. Beck
North Bergen, N.J.

1.Q. or intelligence

Just a short note concerning, what
appears to me, an unfortunate interpre-
tation of the I1.Q. score in your recent
article, “Nurture Key to 1.Q. (SN: 3/9,
p. 243). I am sure that neither Dr.
Hunt nor Patricia McBroom meant to
equate directly the I.Q. score with in-
telligence. This can be very mislead-
ing. I1.Q. scores are just that . . . Scores.
Intelligence, on the other hand, is a
conceptual term for a very vague and
elusive phenomenon unless you apply
an operational definition to the concept
which simply leads to circularity, i.e.,
intelligence is what intelligence tests
measure.

Yes we can raise 1.Q. scores! We can
do it in a number of ways. We can in-
crease our educational inputs to our
population (since tests appear to reflect
levels of education) or we can change
our testing procedures (i.e., make our
tests easier) or we can train people to
answer questions they might get on 1.Q.
tests . . . etc., etc. In other words, we
can call higher I.Q. scores on tests
higher intelligence. But whether “real”
intelligence has or can be changed re-
mains a moot point.

By the way, I have enjoyed SCIENCE
NEws throughout the years as a most
informative journal.

Bernard Kleinman, Ph.D
Professor, Clinical Psychology
University of Missouri
Kansas City

In re: the note entitled “Catnip”
(SN: 3/8, p. 238).

As one studying in the field of mental
hygiene and psychotherapy, and work-
ing with several leading psychiatrists,
I was naturally intrigued that the effect
produced by those known to have |
smoked catnip is somewhat similar to |
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it out upon a controlled subject in the
lab, nothing happened. Tests were re- |
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