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LAST COMPLETE SILVER SET. Brilliant uncirculated 1964
Phila. or Denver mint with scarce J.F.K. Silver 1/2 dollars
$2.95 | .2S5¢ o.p. Free .50¢ 0ift case. Both mints 10
coins $5.50 | .2S¢ n.o. Free luxurious $1—Velvet lined,
gold embossed presentation case (as illust.) Save 10 sets
$49.50—twenty sets $9S5. Fifty sets $225. Collectors rare
80 yr. old uncirculated silver dollars $4. cach in gift case
4 .2S¢ p.p Five asst'd dates in luxurious velvet lined
presentation case $19. | .50 p.n. S sets (25 coins) $90.
-}- $1.00 p.p. Roll ot 20 silver dollars $70. Five rolls (100)
coins $340. ten rolls $660. Add .S0¢ per roll p.p. Money
back guarantee. A valuable gift or investment rapidly
growing in value. Write for free catalog. Member Retail
Coin Dealers Assn.—Amer. Numismatics Assn. Est. 1941.

Nove! Numismatics, 31-2nd Ave., Dept. 136, N. Y. 10003.
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/ ! This Delightfully Clever, Simple

" POSTAGE SCALE
/ from DENMARK

| cosTs onLy $1%0 |

and will save you that dollar
\ many times over!

)
\
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It's a POCKET SIZE POSTAL SCALE which tells
you instantly, with extreme accuracy, exactly
how much postage is needed! No more putting
on that extra stamp just because you “want to
be sure”!

Tests have actually proven it more accurate than
Post Office scales!

It's also a LETTER OPENER and SEVEN INCH
RULER!

Every home and office desk, every briefcase,
every pocketbook needs one!

Makes a perfectly marvelous personal or busi-
ness gift! You don't have to worry that they may
already have one, because they are always glad
to receive another! (We get many orders for a
dozen or more at a time. Some people must
send them to everybody on their gift lists!)

Imported from Denmark. Handsomely molded.
Will last “forever.” No springs — never needs
adjustment! Satisfaction guaranteed or full re-
fund, including postage.

Not sold in stores. Please use coupon to order,

GEAR FOR GOOD LIVING, Darien, Conn. 06820

GEAR FOR GOOD LIVING, Dept. 2818
90 Heights Road, Darien, Conn. 06820 i

' Please send DANISH POSTAL SCALES by return muill
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postpaid, as follows: [] 1 for $1.00. [] 3 for $2.80.
(] 6 for $5.40. [] 12 for $10.00. Enclosed is cash []
check [] or money order [ l
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DOUBLE BRIGHTNESS

Watching an X-ray source

Astronomers are always on the watch
for the appearance of new objects in the
sky. Some of these, novas and super-
novas for example, are short-lived phe-
nomena and must be studied in the first
few days after their appearance if any-
thing is to be learned from them. To
permit such speed, astronomers have set
up an international telegram service to
communicate news of such sightings
around the world.

In recent weeks that system has been
communicating, among other things,
news of an unusually intense source of
X-rays that suddenly appeared near the
border between the constellations Cen-
taurus and Lupus.

“We don’t know what it is,” says one
of the discoverers, Dr. W. D. Evans of
the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory.
Suggestions are that it may be a super-
nova. or a nova, or no one knows what.
Dr. Evans and his associates, Drs. J. P.
Connor and R. D. Belian are doubtful
about any such suggestions at present.

Only once before has an X-ray source
been seen to make a similar sudden ap-
pearance. That was Centaurus XR-2 in
April 1967. In those days observations
were made with rockets and more or less
continuous monitoring was not possible.
The birth of Centaurus XR-2 could be
dated only within 17 months; that of the
present source is dated within three
days. Centaurus XR-2 disappeared
sometime between rocket flights of May
and September 1967. No one is sure
what it was.

The new source first appeared on
July 9 in data from X-ray detectors put
aboard two Vela satellites by the Los
Alamos group. In the energy range be-
tween three and 12 kilo-electron volts,
where the measurements were made, the
object is twice as bright as Scorpius
XR-1, the brightest source previously
known in this range (SN: 5/17, p. 471).

“When we saw the source,” says Dr.
Evans, “we started looking backwards in
time on the data.” They looked back to
June 13 and found that the source was
not there. The source does not appear
in the data before July 6. The Los
Alamos scientists conclude that it ap-
peared sometime between 23:30 uni-
versal time on July 6 and 04:30 uni-
versal time on July 9.

The new source started out about as
bright as Scorpius XR-1. Later it be-
came brighter. and the maximum read-
ing so far is twice Scorpius XR-1. The
three scientists say they do not have
enough data to determine a definite
trend in the variation of brightness.

“If it’s real,” says Dr. Brian Marsden
of the Smithsonian Astrophysical Ob-
servatory, “it looks to me like a very
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X-ray source (arrow) puzzles.

exciting phenomenon.” He suggests it
may be the beginning of a supernova. If
so, “it would be the first time a super-
nova was detected in this manner,” he
says.

Supernovas occur about once every
few weeks in one distant galaxy or an-
other, but the last in the Milky Way was
in 1604.

The new object is located at right
ascension 14 hours 56 minutes, declina-
tion minus 32 degrees 15 minutes. There
is no evidence to place it either inside or
outside our galaxy, but the discoverers
feel that the odds are it is inside. They
point out that it lies in the general direc-
tion of the center of the galaxy, as do
the other X-ray sources that are thought
to belong to the Milky Way galaxy.

By midweek no optical or radio sight-
ings of the object had been reported.

CANCER INSTITUTE INTERESTED
Navy accelerator goes begging

For the last two years economy has
been the watchword where Defense De-
partment funding of scientific research
is concerned. Budget stringencies have
led the once generous source of funds
for science to put on the clamps.

The Navy, as an example of what it
could dispense with, announced last
year that it would gradually phase out
its support of particle physics. Later it
announced that it would consolidate its
remaining research facilities in a few
large centers instead of having them
spread out as they have been.

These zigs in official policy, after 20-
odd years of zag, have played crack the
whip with a brand-new cyclotron at the
Navy Radiological Defense Laboratory
in San Francisco. The cyclotron, which
cost $6 million to build and produces a
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