The autobiography of the
internationally known foun-
dation executive who ad-
ministered millions of dol-
lars in grants that advanced
science dramatically dur-
ing the past four decades.
“These are the reminis-
cences of a remarkable man
telling of remarkable
events. Warren Weaver par-
ticipated broadly and deep-
ly in the spectacular rise of
science and technology in
the United States over the
past 50 years. And he writes
about it with clarity and
humanity. Every student of
that period and that aspect
of American life will want
to read these delightful
memoirs.”

—JouN W. GARDNER
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“As man is taking his first
bold steps into space and
onto the moon, we are
tempted more and more to
look at our earth as one
celestial body among bil-
lions and billions of other
bodies that populate the
universe. Dr. Haber took
this viewpoint and wrote a
brilliant essay on the his-
tory and the features of our
earth. He combines the pro-
found knowledge of a scien-
tist with the liveliness and
passion of a man in love
with nature, and he admir-
ably succeeds in making his
readers feel comfortably at
home both on earth and in
the universe.”

—WERNHER VON BRAUN
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Early on Cyclamates
Just a line to say how much I get out
of your magazine. It was within its
pages, months ago (SN: 12/7/68, p.
571), that I read of the possible harm
from cyclamates—and it just now broke

in the newspapers.

D. P. Kochendorfer
Dayton, Ohio

Too soft on FDA

The article, “Salting the pure food
mine,” pertaining to the FDA and
their position paper on MsG (SN: 10/4,
p. 295) was accurate and to the point.
I might comment that you were actu-
ally lenient with the FDA in your analy-
sis of their position paper because, in
fact, they misrepresented a lot more
than you mentioned. Perhaps the most
important observation is not that they
made a couple of errors or even that
they told a few bold-faced lies, but
rather that every one of the numerous
distortions and misrepresentations in
their paper was slanted in the same
direction, which suggests that those who
drafted that paper were not only un-
conscionably careless with facts, but
that they also must have had an ax to
grind. Commissioner Ley, of course,
did not write that paper, but he must
assume responsibility for the bungling
bureaucratic whitewash experts who
did. The relevant question to press him
into answering before letting the agency
off the hook is how a consumer protec-
tion agency could possibly become so
thoroughly turned around as to end
up, in effect, defending industry at the
expense of infant health.

Unfortunately, the FpA has continued,
even under pressure, to show minimal
concern over industry’s indiscriminate
use of MsG in baby foods. I have
demonstrated that MsG in low oral
doses, given by feeding tube to infant
mice, produces brain damage. The Fpa
has been aware of these data for several
months, but hasn’t undertaken to repli-
cate my studies as far as I know. It
would be entirely possible for them to
do the appropriate studies to confirm
my findings in less than one month,
but they would then have to admit that
the practice of adding MsG to baby
foods is in violation of all sound prin-
ciples of toxicology. They would also
have to remove MsG from the GRas
(Generally Regarded As Safe) list and
ban it from baby foods, which would
cost the baby-food companies some
money and make the manufacturers of
MsG uncomfortable for fear its use in
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adult-food preparations would also
come under regulation.

One individual working in the Bureau
of Sciences told me that the cyclamate
issue has been so demanding of time
that they have simply not been able to
get to the necessary work on glutamate.
If this is the case, now that cyclamates
are banned, perhaps glutamate can re-
ceive its due share of attention.

John W. Olney, M.D.
Department of Psychiatry
Washington University

St. Louis, Mo.

Tunnel vision

The tunnel vision of Dr. Wayland
J. Hayes Jr., “DDT—Fears Out of
Balance” (SN: 10/25, p. 376) is exact-
ly the kind of thinking that has pre-
cipitated and is prolonging the world’s
environmental crisis.

According to Dr. Hayes, the chances
of injury to the general population
through repeated absorption of small
amounts of DDT are statistically negli-
gible. Why, then, has the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture recently issued a
new booklet for sportsmen and home-
makers giving recipes for reducing the
amount of pDT in fish for the family
table? Why has the U.S. Government
confiscated shipments of DDT-infested
coho salmon from Lake Michigan
that were bound for markets?

We know relatively little about pDT
and its effects, but we do know that it
persists for a long time and that it
concentrates itself in the fatty tissues
of organisms relatively high up the
food chain. We know that ppT affects
the fertility of lower organisms, that
its shell-softening ability is lethal to the
eggs of birds, that even in extremely
weak concentrations it kills crab larvae.
There is apparently a fair amount of
evidence that it causes cancer in
human beings.

But Dr. Hayes is probably inadvert-
ently right about the minimal danger
of a worldwide epidemic of DDT poison-
ing in human beings. Before we are
able to concentrate enough in our
tissues we may have destroyed the food-
and oxygen-producing abilities of the
world’s oceans. And if that happens,
there won’t be much of a general popu-
lace left to worry about DDT poisoning.
But I must insist that there is a better
than negligible chance of general in-
jury to the human population so long
as the present use of DDT and the other
hard pesticides continues, even if we
are getting only trace amounts in our
food.

Gary A. Soucie, Executive Director
Friends of the Earth
New York, N.Y.

november 22, 1969

Spitz planetarium
classroom

A learning

environment...

that generates student excitement...challenges

faculty imagination, and builds community involvement.

The Spitz planetarium classroom
... a medium for massaging® the
student intellect . .. a medium in
which the environmental effects
are limited only by the instructor’s
imagination.

Students become involved with
a panorama of impressions from
the planetarium instrument, rear
screen projectors, chalk boards,

lab table and motion picture, slide
and special effects projectors. Or,
attention can be concentrated on
a single audio-visual presenta-
tion. Each of the projectors, the
room and special effects lighting
and stereo sound can be con-
trolled from a desk console.
Instantaneous and private com-
munication between each stu-

dent and the instructor through
an electronic responder system
closes the learning feedback loop
so that the instructor moves
forward at a rapid rate, always
certain that the class is with him.

Not fantasy for tomorrow . . .
but available today, this class-
room is being installed across the
country.

*To paraphrase Marshall McLuhan
For information write to... EHEI Laboratories, Inc., cCHADDS FORD, PA. 19317 i
A DIVISION OF McGRAW-HILL, INC. a&
CREATING LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS FOR BETTER EDUCATION
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