Spitz planetarium
classroom

A learning

environment...

that generates student excitement...challenges

faculty imagination, and builds community involvement.

The Spitz planetarium classroom

.. a medium.for massaging* the
student intellect .. .. a medium in
which the environmental effects
are limited only by the instructor’s
imagination

Students become involved with
a panorama of impressions from
the planetarium instrument, rear
screen projectors, chalk boards,

lab table and motion picture, slide
and special effects projectors. Or,
attention can be concentrated on
a single audio-visual presenta-
tion. Each of the projectors, the
room and special effects lighting
and stereo sound can be con-
trolled from a desk console.
Instantaneous and private com-
munication between each stu-

dent and the instructor through
an electronic responder system
closes the learning feedback loop
so that the instructor moves
forward at a rapid rate, always
certain that the class is with him.
Not fantasy for tomorrow . . .
but available today, this class-
room is being installed across the
country

*To paraphrase Marshall McLuhan

For information write to... m Laboratories, Inc., CHADDS FORD, PA. 19317 1

A DIVISION OF M

CREATING LEARNING ENVIRON FOR BET
See the Spitz exhibit:
American Association of Junior Colleges Convention
Honolulu—March 2-6
National Science Teachers Association Convention
Cincinnati—March 13-16
International College & University Conference & Exposition
Atlantic City—March 16-18
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to the editor

Lunar science
Re: Your article on the Apollo 11
Lunar Science Conference (SN: 1/10,
p. 33). I think you did an outstanding
job in summing up the highlights of

the meeting.

Dr. Edward Anders
Enrico Fermi Institute
University of Chicago
Chicago, 1ll.

An observation

I have just read the article “Irriga-
tion and Climate” by Kendrick Frazier
(SN: 12/27, p. 599). I find a great cor-
relation between the situation taking
place in the Great Plains and here in
the Columbia Basin in relation to the
effect of irrigation on the climate.

The Columbia Basin Irrigation Proj-
ect was begun around 30 years ago
with the goal of irrigating one million
acres of semiarid lands in the sage-
brush-covered area of eastern Wash-
ington in the Big Bend country of the
Columbia River. This was accomplished
for the most part through the construc-
tion of dams (notably the Grand
Coulee Dam) and the resultant filling
of great reservoirs. About half of the
one million acres is now under irriga-
tion.

The climate of this area used to be
fairly dry; usually less than 15 inches
a year. It has increased dramatically
since then. We are plagued with morn-
ing fogs several weeks of the year in
the fall and winter. While snowfall has
not increased much, winter rains have.
Spring rains are also heavier than they
were in 1946 when irrigation first be-
gan. This is borne out by the testimony
of pioneers in the area who have lived
to see this desert blossom. Sometimes
our weather is compared to the in-
famous climate of Seattle, and with due
cause!

All this evidence (qualitative, at best)
seems to point out that the Columbia
Basin has undergone a climatic change
of some extent over the last few years.

There is an area of great size in the
Australian outback that has recently
been changed from dry badlands to
fertile grazing lands. It is an area that
would be interesting to study in order
to ascertain any climatic changes re-
sulting from it.

Jeffrey F. Gilman
Moses Lake, Wash.

Address communications to Editor,
Science News, 1719 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036
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