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CANAL ECOLOGY

Pelamis platurus, a highly sea k
could enter the Atlantic Ocean from its present
habitat in the eastern Pacific, if a sea-level
canal is built across the isthmus between North
and South America. Ecologists warn that this is
by no means the only ecological hazard from
the mingling of Atlantic and Pacific life. See
page 52. (Photo: STRI)

SCIENCE SERVICE

Institution for the Popularization of Science founded 1921; a non-profit
corporation

Board of Trustees—Nominated by the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science: Athelstan F. Spilhaus, West Palm Beach, Fla.; Wallace R.
Brode (Treasurer), American Chemical Society, Washington, D. C.; Bowen C.
Dees, Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, Pa. Nominated by the National Academy
of Sciences: Henry Allen Moe, The Clark Foundation; Harlow Shapley, Cam-
bridge, Mass.; Allen V. Astin, Bethesda, Md. Nominated by the National Research
Council: Glenn T. Seaborg (President), U.S. Atomic Energy Commission; Leonard
Carmichael, National Geographic Society. Nominated by the Journalistic Pro-
fession: O. W. Riegel (Secretary), Washington and Lee University; Gordon B.
Fister, Call-Chronical Newspapers. Nominated by the Edward W. Scripps Trust;
John Troan, Pittsburgh Press; Edward W. Scripps Il (Vice President), Edward
W. Scripps Trust.

Director: E. G. Sherburne Jr.; Assistant Director: Dorothy Schriver; Staff, Youth
Division, Howard Weisbrod; Things of Science, Ruby Yoshioka.

39



TIME

LI¥s invites you to

explore two billion years
of EVOLUTION




‘Why does man seem so similar to the ape?
Why do ancient rocks contain imprints of
creatures now extinct? What causes giants,
dwarfs, albinos? A little over a century
ago, no one really knew.

Then an English biologist, Charles Dar-
win, published one of the most important
books in history. The first 1,250 copies of
his The Origin of Species sold out in a
day, and a storm of controversy broke
which has never entirely died.

Now here at last—in the style that LIFE
has made famous, so that it makes perfect
sense even to school children—is the re-
markable story of evolution in this beau-
tiful introductory volume of the LIFE
Nature Library.

You retrace the historic voyage that
young Darwin made on H.M.S. Beagle,
and see the very same phenomena that set
his mind ablaze. You see the primitive
Indians of Tierra del Fuego, at the bottom
of the world, so tough they sleep naked
on icy ground. You tour the Gal4dpagos
Islands, Nature’s own laboratory of evo-
lution, where complete isolation from the
rest of the world has resulted in startling
species never seen anywhere else.

You see the clues to bygone life—shells,
bones, tracks, eggs, imprints or entire
mummms—prmrved by Nature in tar,
coal, ice, and stone. You see a frozen baby
mammoth perfectly preserved in Arctic
ice for 22,000 years. You share the thrill

of the couple in Tanganyika as they
uncover the bones of the world’s earliest
known man—over a million years old! g

Genetic scientists take you into their
laboratories to explain the mysteries of
the microscopic genes and chromosomes
that determine the inheritance of charac-
teristics. You see a human egg magnified
2,000 times. How a living cell divides.

Obviously so vast and exciting a book
cannot be adequately described here. So
we invite you to borrow a copy from us 2
for 10 days. Then if you wish you may
return it and owe nothing. Or you may
own it for much less than such an expen-
sively printed and handsomely bound

k would ordinarily cost. Thanks to
TIME-LIFE’s vast facilities and large
print orders, you pay only $4.95 ($5.25 in
Canada) plus shipping and _handling. Then
you will be entitled to receive another vol-
ume of the LIFE Nature Library for free
examination every two months.

But you make no commitments, promise 4
to buy nothing. And you may cancel this
arrangement any time you wish. However,
the entire series makes an impressive en-
cyclopedia of Nature that your family will
increasingly treasure—a superb reference
shelf and study aid used in thousands of
classrooms from elementary school
through college. To examine the first vol-
ume without obligation, simply mail the
postpaid reply form. ;




190 pages
Actual size
i W ol
THE STRANGE RESULTS OF SECLUSION. On the isolated Galdpagos y illustrati
Islands, Darwin was amazed to find birds unlike any others in the world. ::.I::;nmm'
These odd new birds led him to question the “stability of species.” in full color

SEND NO MONEY e
TO: TIME-LIFE BOOKS, DEPT. 6704
TIME & LIFE BUILDING, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Please enroll me as a subscriber to the LIFE NATURE LIBRARY and send me Volume I
(EVOLUTION) for a 10-day Trial Examination. If, at the end of that time, I decide
not to continue the series, I will return the book, canceling my subscription. If I keep
the book, I will pay $4.95 ($5.25 in Canada) plus shipping and handling. I understand
that future volumes will be issued on approval at two-month intervals, at the same price
of $4.95 ($5.25 in Canada). The 10-day Free Examination privilege applies to all vol-
umes in the LiBRARY, and I may cancel my subscription at any time.

NAME (please print)
ADDRESS
cITY STATE ZIP

Residents of Canada: Mail Form in envelope.
Schools and Libraries: Order Publisher’s Library Edition from Silver Burdett Co.,
Morristown, N.J. 07960. Eligible for Titles I, IT funds.



Do you know

amazing facts

like these?

There is a bird that uses a tool
—a long cactus spine—to extract
insects from holes in trees.

Over a million different animal
species and a quarter of a mil-
lion different kinds of plants
inhabit the earth today.

A scientist has manufactured
rabbit blood hemoglobin in a
test tube.

The earliest Man is believed to
have existed over one million
years ago.

“Adolescent” baboons develop
close friendships which some-
times last for years.

One out of every 20,000 human
beings born is an albino.

Giant tortoises of the Galdpagos Islands The colorful frigate bird is a |
often have shells as large as bathtubs. pirate who snatches his food ‘
Full grown, they weigh up to 500 pounds. from other birds.

‘ i N o]
South African ‘‘stone plants’’ Gorillas have close family ties much
grow in stonelike shape and color like humans. This mother gorilla is
except for once-a-year blooms. shown toying with her newborn baby.

The wonders of EVOLUTION are yours to enjoy
for 10 days as a guest of the [[[J3 Nature Library

More than 1,500,000 families have already ordered volumes from the Life Nature Library.
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