to the editor

Scapegoat?

Re: “A time of torment for sci-
ence” (SN: 1/2/71, p. 5), John Ken-
nedy made it this country’s national
goal to “chase off to the moon;” Pres-
idents Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon
have chosen to “promote an unpopular
war;” and Silent Q. Majority, who can-
not be bothered with returnable bottles,
has forced development of “a gadget-
ridden economy.”

When will science cease to be the
scapegoat and the American public ac-
cept the fact that their misplaced pri-
orities are the cause of most of our
problems?

R. J. Murphy

Research Associate

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Troy, N.Y.

SC of C not SRC
In an otherwise perceptive article on
“Canadian big science” (SN: 12/19/
70, p. 462) reference was made to a
“Science Research Council.” The body
in question is in fact the Science Coun-
cil of Canada, which was created in
May 1966. In addition to its opinions
on Canadian participation in the CARsO
Project and the NAL at Batavia (both
of which opinions were delivered to
the Canadian Federal Government in
September 1969), the Science Council
has published 11 other formal reports
and a larger number of background
studies touching on many areas of Ca-

nadian science.

J. Mullin
Secretary, Science
Council of Canada
Ottawa, Canada

One family’s contribution

A mere housewife, who enjoys your
publication very much, I was quite in-
terested in the statement in “A solu-
tion becomes a problem” (SN: 12/26/
70, p. 475), that “a return to soap,
with possible additives to increase effi-
ciency, is difficult because there may
not be enough tallow to make it.”

Possibly my methods are not par-
ticularly “scientific,” any more than my
conclusions and “assumptions.” How-
ever, with the tallow sold over the
counter as “meat”—and on a very-low
meat budget—I've been able to make
twice as much soap as my family of
five could use over the years. The end
product is used to clean floors, dishes,
clothes, skin, hair, etc. No one has
developed dermititis. We have no prob-
lems with cholesterol.

Admittedly, I am doing nothing for
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the gross national product. This little
home industry, observed because of
Yankee background as much as envir-
onmental literacy, alas cannot be val-
ue-taxed. Yet I think there might be
a thought or two here for my betters
trying to put out a very large fire with
water pistols (The same who ignored
the smoke all this while, in heedless
pursuit of technology and the buck.)
Fifty, female and forgettable
Windsor, Conn.

Feminism and science

I cannot resist the opportunity to
comment (somewhat tardily) on the
comments (SN: 1/9/71, p. 20) on
your article “Feminism moves on” (SN:
9/5/70, p. 199).

A basic point in reply to Mrs. Ma-
tassa: No feminist to my knowledge has
ever considered making it as difficult
for a woman to be a “homemaker” as
our present society makes it difficult
for her to take up an alternative occupa-
tion. Mrs. Matassa need not fear that
anyone will force her to go out to
work; if we ask anything from her at
all, it is the recognition that women
have the right to do so, if they wish to.
Secondly, I do not see why “scientific
studies” are required; if they proved
that a majority of women favored a
continuation of the present female role,
what could that prove, and what would
that justify? Certainly not restraints on
female activity, any more than the lack
of enthusiasm shared by many for our
constitutional right to vote would justify
restricting that right; one of the most
important aspects of a democratic so-
ciety is the recognition of the rights of
a minority.

As for Walker, is he objecting to any
article in SCIENCE NEws other than the
“purely scientific” ones, or to the article
on feminism in particular? From his
tone, I would suspect the latter. The
problem is, of course, where should
one draw the line? Is an article on
feminism any more inherently “un-
scientific” than one on the administra-
tion of antipollution regulations or one
on recent hell-raising at a scientific con-
vention? (This remains true whether
one sees feminism as an important
social problem or as a case study in
abnormal psychology.)

Michele A. Betts
East Riverdale, Md.

Address communications to Editor,
Science News, 1719 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036
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films OF THE WEEK

MANAGEMENT OF CREATIVITY.
16mm, b&w, sound, 36 min. Records a dis-
cussion by engineering managers and students
on the highly topical issue of how business
and industry reconciles youth’s demand
for creative freedom and social relevance
with the senior man’s insistence on practi-
cality, profitability and wisdom acquired
through experience. Audience: youth, busi-
ness and industrial management, parents,
general. Purchase $215 or rental $14.50 from
Extension Media Center, Dept. SN, Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, Calif. 94720.

THE NATURE OF LIFE: ENERGY
AND LIVING THINGS. 16mm, color or
b&w, sound, 13 min. Explores the concept
that life on earth depends on energy from
the sun, and demonstrates the process of
photosynthesis, converting solar energy to
energy-containing sugar molecules. Illustrates
the importance of ATP and enzyme action,
suggesting the close relationship between
biology and chemistry. Audience: Junior,
senior high. Purchase color $175 or b&w
$87.50 from Coronet Films, 65 E. South
Water St., Chicago, Ill. 60601.

OUR VANISHING WILDERNESS. Series
of eight 16mm films, color, sound, approxi-
mately 30 min. each. Titles include: Of
Brocoli and Pelicans and Celery and Seals,
The Prairie Killers, Prudhoe Bay or Bust,
Slow Death of the Desert, Will the Gator
Glades Survive, Santa Barbara—Everybody’s
Mistake, The Water Is so Clear that a Blind
Man Could See, and The Chain of Life.
Audience: high school, college, general. Pur-
chase and rental information from Audio-
Visual Center, Dept. SN, Indiana University,
Bloomington, Ind. 47401.

USING A MATHEMATICS LABORA-
TORY APPROACH. 16mm, color, sound,
15 min. Acquaints teachers with the labor-
atory approach by describing what labs are,
why they are used, how they are organized,
and the kinds of activities which are valu-
able in the mathematics laboratory. Illustra-
tive activities at several grade levels are
shown. Audience: teachers, principals, par-
ents. Purchase $53.50 or rental $10 from
National Audiovisual Center, Dept. SN, Na-
tional Archives and Records Service, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20409.

THE MUSCLE SPINDLE. 16mm, color,
sound, 19 min. A simple description of the
structure and innervation of the cat muscle
spindles is given. The spirals of the primary
sensory nerve ending are shown to open when
the living spindle is passively stretched and
the nature of the afferent discharge is dem-
onstrated. Unloading of a muscle spindle
during contraction of extrafusal muscle fi-
bers is demonstrated visually as is separate
activation of the intrafusal bundle when
motor nerve fibers are recruited. Local con-
traction of intrafusal muscle fibers is shown
to preset the degree of the spirals of the
primary sensory ending, and hence the sensi-
tivity of the ending. Finally, activation of
the skeletal muscle by the “direct” and “indi-
rect” routes from the spinal cord is illus-
trated by animation. Audience: college and
medical school physiology programs; indus-
trial training programs. Purchase $225 or
rental $30 from Educational Services, Dept.
SN, John Wiley and Sons, 605 3rd Ave.,
New York, N.Y. 10016.

Listing is for readers’ information of new 16mm
and 8mm films on science, engineering, medicine
and agriculture for professional, student and gen-
eral audiences. For further information on pur-
chase, rental or free loan, write to distributor.
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