Spring’s
arrival

by James Stokley

With the arrival of March the stars
and constellations are beginning to show
their springtime aspect. The winter
groups that were so prominent have
shifted toward the west.

The maps show the skies as they ap-
pear at 10 p.m., local standard time,
on March 1. They will appear similarly
at 9 p.m. on the 15th, and at 8 p.m.
on the 31st.

Orion is still prominent; unlike any
other constellation that we can see
from the United States it includes two
first-magnitude stars. Betelgeuse is
above and Rigel is lower.

Left is Canis Major with Sirius—
brightest star in the nighttime sky.

Other first-magnitude stars appear-
ing in March are: Aldebaran in
Taurus; Procyon in Canis Minor; Pol-
lux in Gemini; Capella in Auriga;
Arcturus in Bootes; and Spica in Virgo.

The seven stars that form the B1g
Dipper are high in the northeast, in
Ursa Major.

Saturn, in Aries, is the only planet
shown. The last few days of March
Mercury will appear low in the west
just after sunset. About 1:00 a.m. early
in March Jupiter rises. It is followed,
about an hour and a half later, by
Mars—fainter, although as bright as a
first-magnitude star. Nearly two hours
before sunrise Venus appears—more
than five times as bright as Jupiter.

CELESTIAL TIMETABLE
Mar. EST
2 11:10 pm.  Algol at minimum
brightness
3 9:01 pm. Moon in first quarter
5 7:50 pm.  Algol at minimum
11  9:24 pm.  Full moon
11:00 p.m.  Moon farthest, dis-
tance 252,500 miles
18  6:00 a.m. Moon passes south of
Jupiter
19 9:30 p.m. Moon in last quarter
20 8:00 am. Moon passes south of
Mars
21  1:38 am. Sun over equator,
spring begins in
Northern Hemis-
phere
23 12:50 a.m. Algol at minimum
8:00 pm.  Moon passes north of
Venus
25  9:40 p.m. Algol at minimum
26 4:00 am. Moon nearest, distance
222,000 miles
2:24 pm. New moon
27 11:00 p.m. Moon passes north of
Mercury
29 5:00 p.m. Moon passes north of
Saturn
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Spring begins (in the Northern
Hemisphere) at 1:38 a.m., EST, on
March 21. At that moment the sun will
be directly above a point on the equa-
tor, in the Indian Ocean about 500
miles south of Ceylon.

In late winter the earth is in the di-

rection from the sun toward Leo. Six
months from now our planet will be
on the opposite side of the sun, which
itself will be toward Leo. That constel-
lation won’t be visible. But at night
we’ll see Aquarius in whose direction
the sun now stands. O
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The superb Schmidt-Cassegrain optical configuration of the Celestron 8 causes

faint celestial objects to appear 500 times brighter than to the unaided eye with magnifica-
tion of 50 to 500 power. Imagine the thrill to your scientifically oriented youngster when he
can swing this large observatory telescope across the heavens and bring into sharp focus
the: twirling moons and belt structure of Jupiter, fascinating rings of Saturn, infinite variety
of craterlets and rills of the Moon, thousands of stars of a Globular Cluster, or intricate
filamentary detail of a remote deep-sky nebula. These and many more are easy objects for
the Celestron 8 multipurpose telescope.
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Celestron Techniques — a periodical containing
much useful information on observing and tele-
photo techniques. The current issue presents ar-
ticles on Solar, Lunar, deep sky, and terrestrial
photography as well as many full color Celestron 8
photographs of these subjects. Published quarterly.
$2 for 4 issves. Free to Celestron telescope owners.

Optically the Celestron 8 is a large telescope suit-
able for observatory and research assignments.
Yet the folded optical system permits the packag-
ing of this instrument in a super light weight
(25#) compact portability. The basic instrument
includes an electric drive system for compensating
for the Earth’s rotation and accurate setting circles.

Celestron 8 base price $850.00 — terms. For details write to:
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