ASTRONOMY

Mercury
visible

by James Stokley

In the first few days of April you’ll
have the best chance of the year of
seeing the elusive planet Mercury. It
is visible low in the west soon after
sunset.

Mercury, only 36 million miles from
the sun, is the most rapidly moving
planet. It goes around its orbit every
88 days with an average speed of
about 30 miles per second. The earth,
92.9 million mi.es from the sun, makes
a revolution in 365.26 days, with an
average speed of about 18 miles per
second.

If, as seen from the sun, Mercury
is in a particular direction in space,
it will thus be in the same direction
88 days later. However, in this period,
the earth moves about a quarter of
the distance around its orbit. There-
fore, if Mercury goes between sun and
earth, 116 days will pass before it
catches up to us again,

For us earth-dwellers Mercury is
never very far from the sun; never
more than 28 degrees to the east or
west. This time, on April 1, it will be
only 19 degrees east of the sun. Then
it moves toward the sun, passing it on
April 19, and then swings away once
more. On May 17, farthest west, Mer-
cury will be low in the eastern sky just
before sunrise.
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Then it moves back toward the sun,
passing behind it on June 21. On July
29 it will be at its greatest eastern
elongation, as it was at the beginning
of April.

The accompanying maps, with no

planets illustrated, show the sky as it
looks about 10 p.m., local standard
time, on April 1, an hour earlier on
the 15th and two hours earlier (about
9 p.m. local daylight savings time) on
the 30th.

CELESTIAL TIMETABLE

April EST

1 early am. Mercury farthest east
of sun

2 10:46 am. Moon in first quarter

6 9:00 am.  Moon passes south of
Regulus

8 3:00 am. Moon farthest, dis-
tance 252,300 miles

10 3:10 p.m. Full moon

14 10:00 am. Moon passes south of
Jupiter

3:00 p.m. Moon passes south of

Antares (star in
Scorpius)

17 8:00 p.m. Moon passes south of
Mars

18 7:58 am. Moon in last quarter

19 6:00 pm. Mercury in same di-
rection as sun

22 6:00 pm. Moon passes north of
Venus

23 1:00 pm. Moon nearest, dis-
tance 224,100 miles

24 11:02 pm. New moon

EDT

26 10:00 am. Moon passes north of

Saturn

Celestron' 8

2000mm - f/10
Folded
Mirror-Lens
Optics

Multipurpose Telescope
Optimum for: Astronomy
Astrophotography

General Observing
Nature Studies

On display at Planetariums and Museums throughout the Country

The superb Schmidt-Cassegrain optical configuration of the Celestron 8 causes

faint celestial objects to appear 500 times brighter than to the unaided eye with magnifica-
tion of 50 to 500 power. Imagine the thrill to your scientifically oriented youngster when he
can swing this large observatory telescope across the heavens and bring into sharp focus
the: twirling moons and belt structure of Jupiter, fascinating rings of Saturn, infinite variety
of craterlets and rills of the Moon, thousands of stars of a Globular Cluster, or intricate
filamentary detail of a remote deep-sky nebula. These and many more are easy objects for
the Celestron 8 multipurpose telescope.

Celestron Techniques — a periodical containing
much useful information on observing and tele-
photo techniques. The current issue presents ar-
ticles on Solar, Lunar, deep sky, and terrestrial
photography as well as many full color Celestron 8
photographs of these subjects. Published quarterly.
$2 for 4 issves. Free to Celestron telescope owners.

Optically the Celestron 8 is a large telescope suit-
able for observatory and research assignments.
Yet the folded optical system permits the packag-
ing of this instrument in a super light weight
(25#) compact portability. The basic instrument
includes an electric drive system for compensating
for the Earth’s rotation and accurate setting circles.
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Celestron 8 base price $850.00 — terms. For details write to:

Celestron Paci ic 2430 Amsler,

Torrance, California 90505
Circle No. 123 on Reader Service Card
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