ASTRONOMY

Summer
begins

by James Stokley

The moon is the only object in the
June evening skies brighter than Jupi-
ter. Shining in the south, in the con-
stellation of Libra, Jupiter is more
than seven times as bright as the
brightest star.

Jupiter is the only planet visible at
the times of our maps. These show the
skies as they appear at about 11 p.m.
local daylight saving time on June 1.
On the 15th they appear similarly
about 10 p.m. They would look the
same on the 30th at 9 p.m., but at that
time the sky will still be too bright to
permit you to see the stars.

Venus rises in the east more than an
hour before sunrise. By that time the
sky will have brightened with dawn.
However, Venus is so bright that you
will be able to see it after other stars
and planets have vanished.

The most brilliant star this month
is Vega in Lyra. Other first-magnitude
stars are Spica in Virgo and Arcturus
in Bodtes.

On June 21 at 9:20 p.m., EDT, the
sun will reach its farthest north posi-
tion for the year—the solstice. In the
Northern Hemisphere it is the begin-
ning of summer; in the Southern
Hemisphere it is the beginning of win-
ter. At this time the sun will be directly
over a point on the Tropic of Cancer
about 700 miles off lower California.

We call June 21, the day of the
solstice, the beginning of summer; peo-
ple in England often refer to it as

CELESTIAL TIMETABLE
June EDT
2 10:00 am. Moon farthest from
earth, distance 251,-
300 miles
7 1:00 pm. Moon passes south
of Jupiter
8 5:00 am. Moon passes south
of Antares
8:04 p.m. Full moon
13 9:00 am. Moon passes north
of Mars
15 9:24 p.m. Moon in last quarter
17 6:00 am. Moon nearest, dis-
tance 229,500 miles
21 6:00 a.m. Mercury behind sun
9:20 p.m. Sun farthest north;
summer begins in
Northern Hemisphere
22 5:57 pm. New moon
30 5:00 am. Moon nearest; dis-
tance 252,000 miles
2:11 pm. Moon in first quarter
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“Midsummer Day.” In summer the
sun’s rays fall nearly vertically on
northern countries. Thus they are more
concentrated and have a greater heat-
ing effect than when the sun is lower
at other times of the year.

After June 21 the sun will move
southward until next December. In

September, at the end of summer, the
sun will be directly over the equator,
as it was in March, at the beginning
of spring. If you consider summer as
the quarter of the year when the sun
is farthest north, it extends from about
May 7 to Aug. 6. The solstice is in
the middle of this period. ]

Celestron 8

2000mm - f/10
Folded
Mirror-Lens
Optics

Multipurpose Telescope
Optimum for: Astronomy
Astrophotography

General Observing
Nature Studies

On display at Planetariums and Museums throughout the Country

The superb Schmidt-Cassegrain optical configuration of the Celestron 8 causes
faint celestial objects to appear 500 times brighter than to the unaided eye with magnifica-

tion of 50 to 500 power. Imagine the thrill to your scientifically oriented youngster when he
can swing this large observatory telescope across the heavens and bring into sharp focus
the: twirling moons and belt structure of Jupiter, fascinating rings of Saturn, infinite variety
of craterlets and rills of the Moon, thousands of stars of a Globular Cluster, or intricate
filamentary detail of a remote deep-sky nebula. These and many more are easy objects for

the Celestron 8 multipurpose telescope.

Celestron Techniques — a periodical containing
much useful information on observing and tele-
photo techniques. The current issue presents ar-
ticles on Solar, Lunar, deep sky, and terrestrial
photography as well as many full color Celestron 8
photographs of these subjects. Published quarterly.
$2 for 4 issues. Free to Celestron telescope owners.

Optically the Celestron 8 is a large telescope suit-
able for observatory and research assignments.
Yet the folded optical system permits the packag-
ing of this instrument in a super light weight
(25#) compact portability. The basic instrument
includes an electric drive system for compensating
for the Earth’s rotation and accurate setting circles.

Celestron 8 base price $850.00 — terms. For details write to:

Celestron Pacific

2430 Amsler,
Torrance, California 90505

Circle No. 122 on Reader Service Card

[
%
Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to éfr %

science news, vol. 99

Science News. MINORY
WWw.jstor.org



