to the editor

Safeguarding patient privacy

If any message was to be abstracted
from my article questioning the moral-
ity of divulging psychiatric information
to insurance companies, it couldn’t
have been done any better nor as suc-
cinctly as your writer did (SN: 7/17/
71, p. 42).

Any fault, was in my original paper.
The impact of national health coverage
planning will be frightening, if the Cal-
ifornia Medi-Cal experience is of any
criterion. As far as I know, none of the
proposed plans incorporate any provi-
sions for safeguarding privacy and con-
fidentiality.

Maurice Grossman, M.D.
Palo Alto, Calif.

Trace elements

I was glad to see your report “Trace
elements: No longer good vs. bad”
(SN: 8/14/71, p. 112). Doesn’t it
strike anyone as funny that we must
learn what trace elements to add to
processed foods (is it enrichment, or
partial restoration?) because we insist
on first processing them out? Somewhat
like going from here to Silver Spring

via San Francisco. Besides, officialdom

will probably haggle over what and

how much for years, as they have over

the vitamins, and we need our good
food now.

Ruby Rice Little

Arlington, Va.

Research on coal

The Office of Coal Research has a
balanced program for development of
clean fuel gases, clean liquid fuels and
clean solid fuels from coal. This is in
addition to our pipeline gas program
described at the Secretary’s signing of
the agreement with the American Gas
Association, Inc., and our interest in
synthetic oil (SN: 8/7/71, p. 90). We
are diligently searching (through our
contractors) for ways to gasify coal,
clean the gas, and transform it into
electricity efficiently and at low cost.
Our work at the Pittsburg & Midway
Coal Mining Co. is directed toward the
production of a low-ash, low-sulfur
solid fuel from coal. We are negotiat-
ing with the Consolidation Coal Co.
and Hydrocarbon Research, Inc., to
develop a method for producing a clean

liquid fuel from coal—in one case by
extraction-hydrogenation and in the
other by direct hydrogenation. We are
also attempting to develop improved
systems (fluidized-bed combustion) to
utilize coal in its conventional form
with minimum damage to the environ-
ment. Which, of these many systems,
will prove best in the long run we can-
not tell. Other programs involve finding
practical uses for wastes produced by
the mining, processing and combustion
of coal. A process for producing qual-
ity brick from flyash is nearing com-
mercialization.

If our rcsearch work is successful,
we may well develop alternate ways for
producing a clean fuel that will be spe-
cific to a given coal and to a given geo-
graphical area of the country. We firm-
ly belicve in our program and hope to
prove each of these systems has poten-
tial merit under some circumstances.

George Fumich Jr.

Director of Coal Research

U.S. Department of the Interior
Office of Coal Research
Washington, D.C.
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JUST PRESS . . . and colors bloom!
Liquid crystal pressure

: : discs put world of color

under your thumb. Just
press . . . and presto—
full spectrum of colors
magically bloom 1in ever
changing shapeless pat-
terns. More pressure—.
deeper the color. Change
viewing  angle — colors
change again. The se-
cret’s the amazing liquid
crystals—sealed in vinyl & 3" sq. Plexiglas® disc. Look
like liquid—have structure of crystal. Great conversation
piece, fantastic coaster, your own portable ‘‘wet show.'*
Stock No. 41,272Q (set of 2)________________ $2.25 Ppd.

A “BALL"
Anytime there’s a balloon
the air is festive. Espe-
cially when the ‘‘alr’ {s
helium, which makes a
balloon perky and adven-
turous. Now here’s 25
times the fun—25 various
colored balloons of 4, 5, or
6” diameter when inflated.
With them, 8 pressurized
(300 1bs/sq. in.) can con-
taining 25 liters of helium

to inflate all 25. For adults or kids’ parties, giveaways,

bazaars or just demonstrating ‘‘lighter than air.”’ Helium

is a safe non-toxic inert gas.

Stoek No. 71, 289Q ______ . ______ $3.00 Ppd.
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Official fly-them-yourself
book of paper airplanes
from SCIENTIFIC
AMERICAN’S “‘1st In-
ternational Competition.”*
Includes plans of all win-
ning entries, time-aloft
records, photos, technical
data, commentaries. Has
20 unusual designs on
perforated pages for easy
tear-out. You won’t be-
leve how some of them fly! Amusing, entertaining. 128
pages. 97 x 11%".

Stoek No. 9391Q ___ .. _________ $2.95 Ppd.

Go treasure hunting on
the bottom! Fascinating
fun & sometimes profita-
ble! Tie a line to our 5%-
Ib. Magnet—drop it over-
board in bay, river, lake
or ocean. Troll it alon
bottom—your ‘‘treasured’”
haul can be outboard mo-
tors, anchors, other metal
valuables. 5%-1b. Magnet
is war surplus—Alnico V
Type—Gov't. cost $50. Lifts over 150 lbs. on land-
—much greater weights under water.

Stock No. 70,571 5!2 Ibs. __
Stoek No. 60,215Q 1'; Ibs. __
Stock No. 70,570 3% fbs. (40
Stock No. 85152 15% Ibs (350 Ibs.)

SUPER Apolio Missions Films
Y Relive history in your home

A ] e with 200 Spectacular feet of

3 Official NASA Super 8 full
color or b & w films of the
Apollo shots—from breath-
taking blast-off to touch-
down. See Neil Armstrong’s
‘“1st step,”’ Apollo 12°s re-
turn, Alan Shepard’s tri-
umphant exploring of Fra
Mauro. Fabulous entertain-

ment. Future heirloom.
Color—$14.95 ea.: b&w—$6.95 ea., all Ppd.
Moon-shot Color # B&W #
Apollo-11 41,475 Q 41,473 Q
Apollo-12 41,477 Q 41,476 Q
Apollo-14 41,479 Q 41,478 Q

SCIENTIFIC CO.

ORDER BY STOCK NUMBER -

164

EDMUND & 300 EDSCORP BLDG.

' BARRINGTON, NEW JERSEY 08007
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER - MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE

MAIL COUPON FOR GIANT FREE CATALOG

148 Pc:?esl More than
4,000 UNUSUAL BARGAINS!
Enormous variety of telescopes, micro-
scopes, binoculars, magnets, magnifiers,
photo components, lenses, prisms, optical
instruments, parts, Science Fair kits,
projects, and accessories. Write for Free
atalog ‘‘Q."" Edmund Secientifie Co.,
300 Edseorp

oy Foleat osog;ildlnl. Barrington,

Name

Address

City State Zip
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MASSIVE CHESS SET

Imported from  Mexico.
Kings about 6 inches high,
other pieces in proportion.
In black & blond. Solid
tropical woods. Weighted
for balance. Bases felted.
Standard (Staunton) design.
Includes wood carrying box
that opens to make king
size inlaid wood board. Sets
are hand-made —a native
work of art. $19.95. Texans
add tax. Shipping weight about 8 Ilbs.—please
add $1.50 for postage & handling. Money re-
funded if not pleased.

MILLER IMPORTS, Dept. D-2
9961 Gschwind St.
El Paso, Texas 79924

TELLS HOW TO SELL YOUR INVENTION

If you have an invention that you believe has merit,
write usat once for copy of copyrighted booklet “How
to Go About Selling Your Invention.” We work with
manufacturers, and booklet reveals present markets,
qualities of a saleable invention, current royalty rates
being paid by manufacturers. Booklet is FREE, is
offered to encourage new ideas we might submit to
manufacturers.Just send name(no drawings please) to
Kessler Sales Corp., Dept. D-419, Fremont, Ohjo 43420

Brain Puzzler’s
Delight

By E. R. Emmet

A treasury of unique mind-
stretching puzzles that can
be solved by straight, logi-

; cal thinking and reasoning.
No specialized math. Offers the pleasures of dis-
covering solutions through use of ingenuity, im-
agination, insight, and logic. Stimulates and re-
freshes the mind. Fascinating, entertaining puzzles,
arranged in order of difficulty, with (some amaz-
ing!) solutions and full explanations at end of
book. ILLUSTRATED Order Now!

Onlv $5.95, plus 30c handling.
10-Day Money-Back Guarantee
EMERSON BOOKS, Inc., Dept. 520-T

251 WEST 19 ST., NEW YORK, N.Y. 10011
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