films OF THE WEEK

TO THE EDGE OF THE UNIVERSE.
16mm, color, sound, 23 min. The film reports
on_three areas of scientific involvement: the
building of a precision instrument for mea-
suring distant objects; new techniques of
long-base interferometry; and cosmology, spe-
cifically concerning quasars. Sequences show
the construction of the Algonquin Park Radio
Telescope and its first major research project:
the diameter dimension of a quasi-stellar
radio source. The film emphasizes the fact
that our knowledge of the universe is still in
its infancy. Audience: high school, college.
Purchase $305 or rental $15 from McGraw-
Hill Films, Dept. SN, 330 W. 42nd St., New
York, N.Y. 10036.

SOUTH AMERICA: MARKET DAY.
16mm, color, sound, 10 min. All over South
America, market day is an exciting, impor-
tant and colorful event. With a minimum of
narration, this film allows students to draw
many conclusions about economic and social
life in South American villages. They will
observe the variety of foods and spices,
modes of transportation to and from the
market, clothes worn and sold, utensils, re-
lationship of children and parents, entertain-
ment, reading materials, the relative impor-
tance of manufactured and handcrafted goods
and the means of exchange. Audience: ele-
mentary, secondary. Purchase $145 or rental
$8 from BFA Educational Media, Dept SN,
2211 Michigan Ave., Santa Monica, Calif.
90404.

Listing is for readers’ information of new 16mm
and 8mm films on science, engineering, medicine
and agriculture for professional, student and gen-
eral audiences. For further information on pur-
chase, rental or free loan, write to distributor.

to the editor

England’s heroin program

Your article on the treatment of
heroin addicts (SN: 6/26/71, p. 433)
has been discussed, so far, only in
an irrational manner. Mr. Taylor says
(SN: 7/17/71, p. 36) that addicts
should be given more and more heroin
until they die—thus easing the popu-
lation problem. Mrs. Travis (SN:
7/31/71, p. 72) and Mr. Altrui (SN:
8/14/71, p. 104) reply in outraged
tones that we should “help our people
in distress.” Apparently this phrase re-
fers to the junkies, not to their victims.

Readers who wish to think rationally
about this problem might be interested
to learn about the English system of
coping with heroin. In England, the
Government provides free heroin to reg-
istered addicts (not to the general pub-
lic). This system has two beneficial re-
sults.

First, addicts do not have to steal
to maintain their habit. In this coun-
try, addicts have to have an income on
the order of $50 a day, sometimes
more, to buy heroin on the black mar-
ket. Since few of them earn that much,
most resort to robbery or burglary,
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POWER HORN BLASTS A MILE
E Frighten prowlers, mug-
gers, vicious dogs with
118 decibels. Just press
and this Freon powered
pocket-sized metal horn
can be heard a mile away
to signal for help or fun.
Great for boating (it
floats), hiking, camping,
hunting, seashore, rooting
for your team. Can be
heard over traffic and con-
struction noises to sound fire drill, lunch break or emer-
gency. Weighs only 3 oz. but contains up to 100 mile-
piercing blasts. A real bargain.

Stock No. 41,423Q _________________.______ $3.25 Ppd.

2 Refill Cartrs. (P-41,424Q) $2.75 Ppd.

NEW ELECTRONIC CAlCUlATOR—S'I99.50

Really terrific imported
value. Loaded with big
machine capabilities, 1st
truly personal electronic
calculator. Absolutely si-
lent answers in millisec-
onds, Only 3 lbs.—6x9x2""
high. Add, substract, mul-
ply, divide, perform mixed
calculations. 8 digit entry
& readout w/16-digit cap.
Auto. precise to the deci-
mal. Features underflow, zero suppression, minus signal for
true credit balance, error correction, keyboard roll over
memory. Sclid state reliability, modular constr. Reg. house
current. 1 year guar. for normal use.

Stock No. 78,000Q o . $199.50 Ppd.

VISIBLE V-8 ENGINE

Hours of fun! Get thrill
of building your own eas-
ily assembled engine frcm
over 350 parts. Then push
starter and watch it run.
Crankshaft revolves, pis-

EMOTION METER ““TESTS”” YOU
Amazing lie detector type
device that really works.
Reveals hidden likes, dis-
likes. Easy to use. Sensi-
tive and accurate. Mea-
sures changes in body re-
sistance caused by changes
in emotional state. Needle
movement indicates emo-
tional response (not wheth-
er favorable or unfavor-
able). Effectiveness de-
pends on questions asked and interpretation. Unique 10-
oz. set intended strictly for entertainment, education.
Great fun at parties. Incls. 9v battery, compl. instrs.
Stock No. 41,422Q o _______ $15.95 Ppd.

$8.95 ELECTRONIC STROBE!

N

Hand-sized solid state
electronic_strobe light at
fantastically low price.
Produces bright psyche-
delic effects like larger,
far more expensive \enon
strobes, yet it’s just 2% X

4 X 1%’ thick. Adjust-
able flash rate, approxi-
mately 3-10 flashes per
second. Make stop motion
effects, posters come alive.
Great to take with you to parties, dances, outing, etc.
lslteqtir'e‘s 2 9v transistor batt. (not incl.). Instructions.

oc| 0.
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MAIL COUPON FOR GIANT FREE CATALOG

148 Pages! More than
4,000 UNUSUAL BARGAINS!

Enormous variety of telescopes, micro-
scopes, binoculars, magnets, magnifiers,
photo components, lenses, prisms, optical
instruments, parts, Science Fair Kkits,
projects, and accessories. Write for Free
Cttaloz “‘Q.”" Edmund Seientifie Co.,

tons move, valves open 300 Edscorp Building, Barrington,
and close in sequence with New Jersey 08007.
spark plugs. Does every-
thing but burn oil. % Name
scale, molded in 4 colors.
Same motor used in many Add
auto-n}echnnlc courses. Excellent, easy-to- ““tech ress
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and many become parttime pushers.
Under the English system this is not
necessary.

Second, organized crime is deprived
of a major source of income. In this
country, the income from heroin sales
is on the order of $10 million a day
(200,000 addicts at $50 each). Under
the English system such income is neg-
ligible. A corollary of this is that or-
ganized crime has no incentive to re-
cruit new addicts. The number of ad-
dicts in England is no longer increas-
ing.

Of course adoption of the English
system would have no effect on the
population problem. There are only a
few hundred thousand addicts, and they
are not going to die very quickly if
given free heroin. In fact the present
American system is perfectly suited to
producing deaths (including persons
killed in robberies), if that is really
what Mr. Taylor wants. Mentioning
overpopulation in such a context serves
merely to discredit the population-con-
trol movement.

Lyle Burkhead
Berkeley, Calif.

Who's laughing?

After reading “A sense of humor”
(SN: 9/18/71, p. 191) I must surely
award to Lawrence La Fave a degree
in addition to what he may already
have—that of M.C. (Master of Confu-
sion). He is reported as saying that he
finds that one is amused only at the
“Bad guy,” then goes on to state that
“There is no such thing as a sense of
humor.” Then he says that “To deny
that a sense of humor exists is not of
course to deny that humor exists.” I
can only hope that La Fave will pardon
me for past errors—all those jokes I
have been reading and hearing—I guess
I only thought that I thought they were
funny.

Harold Iden
Culver City, Calif.

| admire the excellent accuracy of

your summary of my paper on humor

given at the American Psychological

Association meeting; unlike the news-

papers which carried an article on my

talk and erroneously substituted the

word laughter for amusement in my
definition of sense of humor.

Lawrence La Fave, Ph.D.

Professor of Psychology

University of Windsor

Windsor, Ontario

Address communications to Editor,
Science News, 1719 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036
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