Support for the theory of a
hyperbolic universe

The application of Einstein's theory
of general relatively to cosmology raised
the possibility that the space of the
universe might be curved. The theory
does not give an unambiguous guide
to the kind of curvature—it might be
closed (like a circle or an ellipse in
one dimension or the surface of a
sphere in two dimensions); or it might
be open (like a hyperbola in one dimen-
sion or the surface of a saddle in two
dimensions). A closed universe is
bounded in the sense that an object
sent away from one point may eventual-
ly return to it without reversing direc-
tion (as Magellan's ships did on the
earth’s surface); an open universe ex-
tends on and on endlessly.

Argument and speculation over the
question of an open versus closed uni-
serve have gone on for 50 years. Now,
from X-ray observations of the cluster
of galaxies in the constellation Coma
Berenices, there is a piece of evidence
that seems to point toward an open uni-
verse, in the opinion of at least two
astronomers. The astronomers are J.
Richard Gott III of Princeton Univer-
sity and James E. Gunn of the Hale
Observatories, and they present their
suggestion in the Oct. | ASTROPHYSICAL
JOURNAL LETTERS.

The open or closed question depends

Gene therapy:
Another possibility

The transfer of bacterial genes to hu-
man cells, reported by Carl Merrill and
his co-workers (SN: 10/23/71, p.
276), has added to the knowledge of
cell biology and to the possibility of
gene therapy. But their work leaves
certain questions unanswered. For in-
stance, what hazards are presented to
humans by the bacteria? Where in the
cells do the transferred genes reside?
What other methods of gene transfer
are possible?

Pradman K. Qasba and H. Vasken
Aposhian, working along parallel lines
at the University of Maryland Medical
School in Baltimore, may be on the
way to providing some of the answers.
They have shown that DNA (and even-
tually genes) can be delivered to human
cells via mammalian viruses rather than
via bacteria. And they have shown that
part of this DNA is delivered to the nu-
cleus of the cell.

Polyoma pseudovirions (mouse DNa
fragments surrounded by a protective
protein coat) can infect cultured mouse
cells and become uncoated by such
cells. In the October PROCEEDINGS OF
THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
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on the so-called deceleration parameter
of the expanding universe. The argu-
ment goes like this: The universe is
expanding according to the most popu-
lar interpretation of the observations
of distant galaxies. But the mutual
gravitational attraction of the matter
in the universe generates counterforces
that tend to slow the expansion. The
deceleration parameter is a measure of
this slowing. The size of the decelera-
tion parameter determines whether the
curvature is positive or negative.

The deceleration parameter depends
on the density of matter and especially
of intergalactic gas in the universe.
The gas cannot be seen by eye so esti-
mates of its density have varied widely.
But the Coma cluster gives off a diffuse
flux of X-rays. This, says Gott and
Gunn, sets an upper limit on the
amount of hot gas in the intergalactic
space within the cluster, since it is hot
gas that gives off the X-rays.

They then present a theory of how
and at what rate gas from the surround-
ing space could fall into the cluster.
This combined with the maximum pos-
sible amount of hot gas in the cluster
that was determined from observation
sets a limit on the total gas density of
the universe. It indicates, they say, that
most of the matter in the universe is
gaseous, and that the deceleration pa-
rameter is less than about 0.1. This cor-
responds to an open or “hyperbolic”
universe. o

Univ. of Maryland
Aposhian: Finding the best way.

Qasba and Aposhian report that the
polyoma pseudovirion system can de-
liver DNA to human cells. Primary hu-
man-embryo cells were exposed to ra-
dioactively tagged mouse-embryo ps:u-
dovirions for 24 hours. Radioactivity
was then found in the human cells and
seven percent of the radioactive ma-
terial was found in the cell nucleus.
This, the researchers say, suggests that
the polyoma pseudovirion system may
be useful eventually for human gene
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therapy experiments if particles con-
taining human DNA and polyoma coats
can be produced. Experiments are now
in progress to determine the effect
of polyoma pseudovirions on whole ani-
mals.

“Now we have a means of delivering
DNA to the nucleus of a mammalian
cell,” says Aposhian. But they have not
as yet shown that the transferred pna
is being expressed, or utilized, in the
human cells. And they do not know
which genes are being transferred. Mer-
rill and his group transferred a specific
gene to a human cell and proved that
it was being expressed. However, Mer-
rill uses bacterial virus as the transfer
agent. “We are using animals viruses to
deliver animal DNA to animal cells,” says
Aposhian; “and we don’t know which
method will prove to be the best.” O

U.S. and Soviets to share
data on Mars missions

Space exploration may be surmount-
ing some of the traditional barriers to
the free flow of scientific information
between the United States and the So-
viet Union. Last week, the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration
and the Academy of Sciences of the
U.S.S.R. released approved recommen-
dations for joint projects for the study
of space and of earth from space. In-
stead of the vague generalities usually
typical of international proposals, the
recommendations list specific projects
—most to be completed before 1974.
For example, in the area of earth re-
sources, specific sensing equipment is
recommended for earth and ocean
studies over selected sites.

Not only is the detailed nature of
the recommendations a shift from the
past, but also the openness and sin-
cerity of the scientists from both coun-
tries in the three working groups is,
says oneg participant, ‘“‘encouraging.”

“We will know within a few weeks if
the system is going to work,” he adds.

Two Russian and one United States
spacecraft will reach the vicinity of
Mars in mid-November. Recognizing
the feasibility and mutual benefits of
doing complementary work around
Mars (the Russians have not stated
whether their craft would land or or-
bit), the agreement recommends “a bi-
lateral exchange of messages on find-
ings of special interest in as near real-
time as possible during the execution
of the experiments of Mariner 9 and
Mars 2 and 3.”

“This means,” says one space official,
“that when the Russian craft go into
Mars orbit, they will tell us the orbital
parameters, and should the instruments
detect an interesting area of Mars, they
will let us know so that we can take a
look too—and vice versa.”
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