to the editor

Human scale in housing

Stockholm’s Villingby Center (SN:
11/6/71, p. 308), that urban planners’
dream, was featured on a recent “60
Minutes” program on cBs Tv. It was inter-
esting to note that the inhabitants of the
center who were interviewed all disliked
their regimented, sterile, prison-like envi-
ronment. As one woman put it, “the people
who designed this place don’t live here,
they live elsewhere in their own private
cottages.”

It is natural for people to want a piece
of ground they can call their own, and it
is natural for people to want to fix up their
homes to suit their own personalities, in-
stead of having virtually everything
planned for them. People are not cattle.

I deplore urban sprawl, especially here
in the Denver area where the “developers”
are raping the beautiful foothills to the
west. But it is also obvious that high-
density, rental-type housing sooner or
later leads to the worst kinds of problems.

The answer lies not in elimination of
private home ownership or of single-family
dwellings, but in wise and strict zoning,
building codes that guarantee quality
structures, preservation of large areas of
unspoiled land that still exist through pub-
lic ownership, encouragement of migration
to rural towns that have lost population or
could accommodate more people, and wise
family planning so that more and more
housing won’t always be needed.

Protect the environment, but also pro-
tect people’s right to be free human beings.

John G. Pousma
Denver, Colo.

Thorough treatment

We thought that your article on our new
monograph “Dropping out of school:
Problem or symptom?” (SN: 11/6/71, p.
310) was the most complete and thorough
treatment of the monograph we had seen
so far. We appreciate the accuracy with

which you covered our findings.
Diane Davidson
Survey Research Center
Institute for Social Research
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Memory transfer

The article on memory transfer (SN:
11/6/71, p. 308) is an unbiased, well
written summary of the present status of
this difficult field. I certainly enjoyed read-
ing it.

Perhaps I should call your attention to a
recent volume on transfer: “Chemical
Transfer of Learned Information,” that I
edited for Elsevier/North-Holland, and
which you might find useful as a source
of further information.

E. J. Fjerdingstad

Institute of General Zoology
University of Copenhagen
Copenhagen, Denmark

Address communications to Editor,
Science News, 1719 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036
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Big New 1972 Illustrated Catalog listing hun-
dreds of interesting Mineral Specimens, Beau-
tiful Crystals, Educational Rocks, Scientific
Mineral & Rock Collections, and Amazing
Geological Oddities! Send only $2.00 (credited
on first order). Satisfaction Guaranteed, or
money refunded. Our 25th year.
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BOOK ORDER SERVICE

For the convenient purchase of any U.S. book
in print you may avail yourself of Science
News Book Order Service, 1719 N St., N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20036. We pay postage. Send
2f|¢bhozdling charge. Regular retail prices on
a 00KS.

TELLS HOW TO SELL YOUR INVENTION

If you have an invention that you believe has merit,
writeusat once for copy of copyrighted booklet “How
to Go About Selling Your Invention.” We work with
manufacturers, and booklet reveals present markets,
qualities of a saleable invention, current royalty rates
being paid by manufacturers. Booklet is FREE, is
offered to encourage new ideas we might submit to
manufacturers.Just send name (no drawings please) to
Kessler Sales Corp., Dept. D-412, Fremont, Ohio 43420

BRING BIG BRIGHT RAINBOWS
INTO YOUR LIFE!
With JUMBO size Prisms:
Special Sale; 2 for $10.00 plus
$2.00 pp. Trap your own Rain-
bow! KEach water-white clear
glass prism weighs 10 oz.
Measures 3%” x 214" x 1%"”.
Minor imperfections. Cost over
$35.00 each. Projects a beau-
tiful spectrum (rainbow) with
Sunlight. One only $8.00 p.p.

HARRY Ross Scientific & Lab Projects

61-L Reade St., N.Y. 10007

RE-LIVE APOLLO 15 & ROVER RIDE

Official NASA footage of
man’s most daring feat,
See Astronauts Scott and
Irwin drive the Lunar
Rover along desolate Had-
ley Rille, thru Elbow
Crater, over the Apen-
nines, into the Moon’s
mysterious 4.6 billion-year
history. See the pinpoint
Moon landing, sensational
Moon blast-off. Re-live it
all in your home, school or club in color on this super
8mm 200-ft. film with sub-titles. The Ride of the
Rover will be an heirloom

Stock No. 41,625Q
Apolle Il film _______ (No.

$14.95 Ppd.
41,475Q) .- ____ $14.95 Ppd.

NEW! ELECTRONIC DIGITAL COMPUTER KIT!

Solve problems, play games,
predict weather with this
actual working model of
giant electronic brains.
Amazing new fun way to
learn all about computer
programming . . . logic,
decimal, binary systems,
Laws of Sets—even do
your own programming
after completing simpli-
fled 116 page instructive
booklet. Includes step-by-step assembly diagrams. Cir-
cuits easily changed. Readout from illuminated control
panel. Req. 2 ““D’’ batt. (not incl.). Best model we’ve
seen—for home, school, industry.

No. 71,434Q (11" x 122" x 4”) _..___.__. $31.50 Ppd.

HELIUM BALLOONS MAKE A “BALL”

- “a Anytime there’s a balloon
the air is festive. Espe-
cially when the ‘‘air’’ is
helium, which makes a
balloon perky and adven-
turous. Now here’s 25
times the fun—25 various
colored balloons of 4, 5, or
6” diameter when inflated.

taining 25 liters of helium
to inflate all 25. For adults or kids’ parties, giveaways,
bazaars or just demonstrating ‘‘lighter than air.”” Helium
is a safe non-toxic inert gas.
Stock No. 71, 289Q o o et $3.00 Ppd.
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300 EDSCORP BLDG.
BARRINGTON, NEW JERSEY 08007
ORDER BY STOCK NUMBER - SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER - MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE

Official fly-them-yourself
book of paper airplanes
from SCIENTIFIC
AMERICAN’'S ‘““1st In-
ternational Competition.’”
Includes plans of all win-
ning entries, time-aloft
records, photos, technical
data, commentaries. Has
20 unusual designs on
perforated pages for easy _
tear-out. You won’t be-

lieve hogx somi ;’. them fly! Amusing, entertaining. 128
pages. x 113%",

Stoek No. 9391Q . _______ $2.95 Ppd.

“FISH" WITH A MAGNET

Go treasure hunting on
the bottom! Fascinating >
fun & sometimes profita-
ble! Tie a line to our 5%-
1b. Magnet—drop it over-
board in bay, river, lake
or oceap. Troll it along
bottom—your ‘‘treasured’’
haul can be outboard mo-
tors, anchors, other metal B
valuables. 5%-lb. Magnet
is war surplus—Alnico V

Type—Gov't. cost $50. Lifts over 150 Ilbs. on land-
—much greater weights te:
Stock No. 70,571Q 5%z Ibs. . __________ ;M.M Ppd.
Stock No. 60,215Q 12 1bs. __________ -$ 5.75 Ppd.
Stock No. 70,570Q 3! Ibs. (40 lbs.) ___ _$ 8.75 Ppd.
Stock No. 85,152Q 15% Ibs. (350 Ibs.) .__.$33.95 F.0.B.

MAIL COUPON FOR GIANT FREE CATALOG

148 Pages! More than
4,000 UNUSUAL BARGAINS

Enormous variety of telescopes, micro-
scopes, binoculars, magnets, magnifiers
photo components, lenses, prisms, eco-
logical and unique lighting items, op-
tical instruments, parts, Science Fair
kits, projects and accessories. Write
for Free Catalog “‘Q’ Edmund Seien-
tific Co., 300 Edscorp Building, Bar-
rington, New Jersey 08007.
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