START 12 MONTHS OF
SCIENCE FUN WITH. ..

THINGS

of science

LIQUID CRYSTALS

Created ond distributed without profit by Science
Service, Inc., 1719 N Street, N.W., Washington,
D. C. 20036. E. G. Sherburne, Jr., Director. Ruby
Yoshioko, Editor.

Copyright © 1971 by Science Service, Inc.

THINGS of science offers an ideal
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for curious young people (ages 10
to 16).

THINGS of science is a series of
monthly units for undertaking sim-
ple science experiments at home or
in school. Each unit contains an in-
struction booklet plus experimental
materials.

unit on a different scientific
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Begin your membership with the
unit shown above.
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Keep your copies of SCIENCE NEWS
always available for quick, easy refer-
ence in this attractive, practical binder.
Simply snap the magazine in or out in
a few seconds—no punching or mutilat-
ing. It opens FLAT—for easy reference
and readability. Sturdily constructed, this
buff-colored buckram binder stamped
in gold leaf will make a fine addition
to your library.

SCIENCE NEWS binders hold one six-
month volume of SCIENCE NEWS.
Each of the 26 issues snaps into the
cover with a metal strip. $5.00 each,
2 for $9.00. Postage-paid.

Order Now, From

Dept. 222
1719 N St. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
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to the editor

Must reading

As a social thinker, interested in the
social and psychological sciences primar-
ily, and the biological sciences only inso-
far as they relate to behavior, I para-
doxically regard SCIENCE NEws as must
reading, even though it is primarily con-
cerned with the hard sciences. The speed
with which I learn of basic research of
interest to me is unmatched by journals
which specialize in my fields of interest.
For example, your Dec. 11 issue carried
notice of an ‘“ecological” theory of dif-
ferential female status which I might not
have heard about for months through
social science sources, yet is of direct
interest to my current specialization.

By the way, I would like to tell the
authors of that article, Peggy Sanday and
Daniel Rosen of Carnegie-Mellon Univer-
sity, that I have outlined the three basic
sources of differential status for females
in my recent book, The Price Of Women
(Jarrow, N.Y.). The differential is due
primarily to “spacing” aggression, sexual
aggression, both “innate” sources, and also
to “dependence,” a social source. The
first two lead to a situation best defined
as “subordination,” which is quite dis-
tinct from the third, “dependence,” and
a source of great confusion to thinkers
on the " subject. The typical American
housewife, for example, is better described
as a ‘“subordinate-dependent” than as
either “subordinate” or “dependent.” It
makes a profound difference.

David Allen
Park Ridge, N.J.

Anthropology news?

Great sympathy should be extended to
your reporter at the 70th annual meeting
of the American Anthropological Associa-
tion. All that he could find to report was
that: there are two schools of thought in
anthropology which ought to, and prob-
ably can, get together; that we cannot yet
explain ourselves to ourselves though it
would be good if we could; that conver-
sion to an alien religion tends to isolate
one from his fellows; that a holistic ap-
proach ought to be used in studying the
roles of the sexes; and that economic and
political success may bring more success
and consequent changes in ways of life
(SN: 12/11/71, p. 392).

Amazing! How do they do it, those
intrepid analysts?!

I'm glad that I'm only a half-baked
anthropologist. Otherwise those items
might have come as actual news. Of
course, Africanist and geographical con-
ventions can also produce equally fuzzy
explanations of the obvious. Common
sense made difficult, exemplified.

Let’s call a halt to papers, or at least
cut the number by 75 percent.

Reed F. Stewart

Assistant Professor
Geography and Anthropology
Bridgewater State College
Bridgewater, Mass.
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