to the editor

Early ‘malpractice’ codes
Concerning your article “Revenge on
bumbling physicians” (SN: 4/8/72, p.
232): Penalties for failures or infliction
of harm by physicians were first codified
in “The Code of Hammurabi,” near 1750
B.C. but were of more ancient origin.
Hippocrates, whose lineal professional
descendants we strive to be did not live
until some 13 or 14 centuries later, ca.
460-377 B.C.?, the date in much doubt.
I do not recall that Hippocrates discussed
malpractice litigation. His model was a
way of life for physicians and his “Aphor-

isms” were clinical.

J. G. Olson, M.D.
Ogden, Utah

Compounds in meteorites

I speak for all the authors (Messrs.
Zubovic, Chandler and Clarke), as well as
for myself, when I tell you how delighted
we were with your article “Did the seeds
of life come from space?” (SN: 4/8/72,
p. 231). It was accurate, interesting, and
made exciting reading, even for my non-
scientifically inclined family. Miss Purrett
was a delight to talk to when she called
me about our work and we thank both her
and you for the excellence of your presen-
tation.

I have been a reader of SCIENCE NEws
for about 11 years and have been very
grateful for the journal as a source of
background information in those areas
with which I am unfamiliar.

Irving A. Breger
U.S. Geological Survey
Washington, D.C.

Pounds and kilos
Relative to “Congress measures metri-
cation bills” (SN: 3/18/72, p. 182) man-
ufacturers of scales for people to weigh
themselves in the United States should
put both pounds and kilos on the dial to
lead the layman into that phase of the

metric system.

Gerald J. Cox
University of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Address communications to Editor,
Science News, 1719 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

The Classic Mechanical Toy

WITH POWERFUL CLOCKWORK MOTOR

own an entire fleet of 6 for only $595

Remember the good old days when they really
knew how to make mechanical toys? They made
them out of heavy, stamped metal, not plastic. The
toys had powerful wind-up motors and lots of whir-
ring, clicking reduction gears that seemed to keep
running forever. We used to take the toys apart
because the motors were really the most fascinat-
ing part.

Well, after lots of looking, we managed to find
a group of highly skilled, dedicated craftsmen over-
seas who were able to duplicate exactly the top
quality, spring-driven classic toy car motors that
were precision-made almost a quarter-century ago
by gifted German toy masters. These toy motors
have virtually unbreakable blue carbon steel
springs that we personally clocked at 3'2-minutes
running time (that's a long time); they have 8 sep-
arate metal cogwheel gears (cheap toys have only
2); there's a unique cut-off device that automatic-
ally stops the motor when the car overturns or
bumps into something (it starts automatically again
when the car is righted); the chassis and wheels
are heavy stamped metal; and there's superb work-
manship throughout.

finer things by mail from %GA LLER

308

They're fascinating. They scoot all over the place
with ‘gears whirring and clicking. You can race
them. Build things. They provide hours of educa-
tional fun for the kids. Hobbyists love them.
They're marvelous for relieving executive tensions.
They just don't make ‘em like this anymore. And
you can now buy an entire fleet of 6 for less than
you'd expect to puy for a single plastic toy nowa-
days.

Order No. 40700: Set of 8 CLASSIC MECHANICAL
CARS (Complete with jumbo wind-up keys) only $5.95
(plus 60¢ postage.)

Send check or money order, or charge your credit

card account. Please give account name, and your
ber. (N.Y. residents add sales tax.) Free gift

catalog on request.

THE EVERYTHING GUARANTEE:

The GALLERY guarantees EVERYTHING: The
quality, accuracy of description, availability,
prompt delivery. If not delighted, return the
cars within 3 weeks after you receive them (not
the usual 10 days) for an instant refund of pur-
chase price or cancellation of charges.

Dept. 4565
Amstedam, N.Y. 12010
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For your copy of new 448-page Catalog 20,
Write:
Forestry Suppliers, Inc.
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205 W. RANKIN STREET
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Participate

Top scientists from the Smithsonian Insti-
tution and major universities will provide
personal instruction and direction as you
assist them with their field research. No
special qualifications necessary. Join
Dr. Donald Menzel in solar eclipse astron-
omy in Mauritania and Canada; Dr. Thomas
Larson in an anthropological study of the
Hambukushu people of Botswana. Expedi-
tions include ecology in Kenya, under-
water archaeology in the Aegean and off
Bermuda, volcanology in the Congo, archae-
ology in the Sudan and Israel. Three week
expeditions from $1175 (plus airfare).
Participation limited. Early registration
essential.
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Belmont, Massachusetts 02178
Phone: (617) 489-3030
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