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to the editor

Recalling early experiences

The recall of experiences as early in
life as birth or before is a phenomenon
that is well known to psychotherapists,
who generally treat such recalls cautiously
and symbolically. But Virginia Johnson’s
discoveries (SN: 10/21/72, p. 263) are
reminiscent of one psychotherapeutic
scheme in particular, to the extent that
one wonders if she might know more
than she lets on.

I hate to say it, but every detail of
the phenomena she reports—early recall,
association of auditory experiences with
moments of “altered consciousness,” trig-
gering of recorded associations by present-
time incidents—is in accord with the flam-
boyant predictions made by L. Ron Hub-
bard in his 1950 book Dianetics. The
therapy system Hubbard developed has
been in use for over 20 vyears, and
the people who still flock to his move-
ment would find nothing either new or
startling about Johnson’s announcements
(except perhaps the word that there is
a drug capable of opening up early mem-
ories). Hubbard himself has been called
(and may well be) a charlatan, a quack,
a con man, and a madman, but he seems
to have been also a lucky guesser or even
perhaps, at certain crucial moments, a
man of penetrating insight and synthetical
genius. Many of his activities might be
considered downright fraudulent—but if
other activities have belatedly recognized
scientific merit, he ought to get the credit.
He is still alive, and deserves to know it
if he was right.

William T. Powers
Northbrook, Ill.

Virginia Johnson replies:

Mr. Powers is correct in stating that
some (not “every detail”) of the phe-
nomena reported by me were discussed
by scifiction writer Hubbard in his Dia-
netics (1950). However, what author Hub-
bard omitted to mention then or later
was that he plagiarised scientific sources
for his so-called “findings,” and that there
was not much new about his system even
in 1950. As a fiction writer, the work of
others may be the raw material of the
trade; but for the author to claim as
his own discoveries the painstaking re-
search of the accredited behavioral scien-
tists of the time hardly merits praise. The
fact also that Hubbard distorted much of

the information to suit himself doesn’t
improve the image.

Hubbard is no victim of belated recog-
nition; dianetics has in some areas been
proven correct for the simple reason that
its author was clever enough to take its
principles from the best of the behavior
research of the first half of this century,
without acknowledgment or documenta-
tion. Ron Hubbard made the predictions
all right; he just never bothered to an-
notate the paraphrasing. 1 would prefer
to credit the original sources (which is
more than Hubbard had the courtesy to
do), which, as far as I have been able
to do it, is reflected in the footnotes and
bibliography of my paper.

Groundwork for BCS theory

Your story on the 1972 Nobel Prize in
Physics (SN: 10/28/72, p. 276) inac-
curately credits the discovery of the is-
otope effect in superconductivity to a
“group working at Rutgers University
under E. Maxwell.” In point of fact the
effect was discovered independently, and
at about the same time, by Reynolds,
Serin and Nesbitt at Rutgers, and by me
at the National Bureaus of Standards.

A few months earlier Herbert Froéh-
lich, then visiting at Purdue, had pro-
posed a theory of superconductivity in
which the lattice-electron interaction was
a central feature and which implicitly
contained the isotope effect, although it
was not set forth explicitly. His work
was not then known to us, as ours was
not to him. Neither Frohlich’s theory, nor
Bardeen’s first theory which shortly fol-
lowed the experimental work, proved
adequate but both were important mile-
stones on the path which led to the suc-
cessful Bcs theory.

E. Maxwell

Francis Bitter National Magnet Lab.
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Mass.

Science committees

Richard Gilluly’s article “The ‘unveil-
ing’ of science committees” (SN: 10/7/
72, p. 234) was most interesting and en-
lightening. I have been trying to compile
information about scientific research be-
ing done to reinforce the status quo and

found his information pertinent.
Patricia A. Brennan
Boston, Mass.

SCIENCE SERVICE

Institution for the Popularization of Science founded 1921; a nonprofit corporation

Board of Trustees—Nominated by the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF
SCIENCE: Bowen C. Dees, The Franklin Institute; Athelstan Spilhaus, Woodrow Wilson Interna-

tional Center for Scholars;

Deborah Partridge Wolfe,

Queens College. Nominated by the NA-

TIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES: Gerald F. Tape, Associated Universities; Allen V. Astin, Na-
tional Bureau of Standards; Frederick Seitz, Rockefeller University. Nominated by the NATIONAL
RESEARCH COUNCIL: Gerald Holton, Harvard University; Jacob Rabinow, National Bureau of
Standards; Glenn T. Seaborg (President), University of California at Berkeley. Nominated by the
JOURNALISTIC PROFESSION: Norman Cousins, “World"; Julius Duscha, Washington Journalism
Center; O. W. Riegel (Secretary), Washington and Lee University. Nominated by the E. W.
SCRIPPS TRUST: Milton Harris (Treasurer), Washington, D.C.; Edward W. Scripps | (Vice Presi-

dent and Chairman of the Executive Committee),

burgh Press.

Edward W. Scripps Trust; John Troan, Pitte-

Director: E. G. Sherburne Jr.; Assistant Director: Dorothy Schriver; Business Manager: Donald R.

Harless; Staff: Things of Science: Ruby Yoshioka.

52l |

\
Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 2
Science News. MINORY

339

www.jstor.org



