OF THE WEEK

Geologists and the public: Taking the

The traditional posture of the scien-
tist as an oracle who waits for laymen
to come to him for advice is rapidly
giving way these days. Scientists are
finding that, for one reason or another,
laymen do not always come for advice.
Dams are being built, pipelines laid, and
sites for hospitals chosen without the
benefit of the best available informa-
tion.

This realization was more apparent
than ever at last week’s annual meeting
of the Geological Society of America
in Minneapolis. An unprecedented
amount of session time was devoted to
the role of the geologist in public
decision-making and to his obligations
to society. And such sessions were
stimulating as much excitement as the
current darling of the earth sciences,
plate tectonics.

The consensus of speakers was that
the geologist must take the initiative in
seeing that pertinent information gets
to decision-makers and to the public.
The attitude that “They know I'm an
expert; if they want me they can come
get me,” is ‘“‘appallingly widespread”
among geologists, said A. Gordon
Everett of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. There is a tendency to
simply state facts, and let others put
them in context, but ‘“strange things
happen to geological data in the hands

of others. . . .” One way for geologists
to become involved, he advises, is to
become active, as private citizens, in
community affairs.

Richard R. Parizek of the Pennsyl-
vania State University went through an
exhaustive description of damage
caused by Hurricane Agnes last spring,
pointing out that in many places dam-
age and loss of life could have been
averted if adequate geological informa-
tion had been made available. In addi-
tion to the obvious hazard of building
on known flood plains, he said, there
were many danger areas known only to
a few geologists that should have been
mapped and pointed out as hazards to
landowners. For example, there were a
number of defunct mines in Pennsyl-
vania that had been sealed. When these
became flooded the seals burst, inun-
dating nearby homes with water and
muck.

Lakes appeared where there had been
none, in locations isolated from swollen
rivers, because the water table—the
level of underground water—had risen
as much as 75 feet in two months.
There were, in sum, many hazards that
had not been thought of as such. “We
must map potential flood areas that we
didn’t think of as flood areas.” Land-
slides were another problem. “There
were landslides in places you might not
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expect. They're hard to anticipate, but
they must be defined with detailed
environmental mapping.”

Parizek emphasized the need for re-
zoning of flood plains and for discour-
aging building in flood-prone areas. He
believes now is the time to act: Flood-
ing after Agnes cleared the buildings
off many flood plains. The thing to do
now, he said, is leave these areas clear
and discourage people from rebuilding
there. One possibility would be to con-
vert riverside sites into recreation areas.
Perhaps people who insist on building
in flood plains should be subjected to
higher taxes or denied mortgages. Deeds
for flood plain property should be
clearly stamped “on flood plain.” He
asks, “How many times do we have to
keep rewarding people for being there?”

Parizek says statements by geologists
and meteorologists to the effect that
flooding of the proportions seen last
spring occurs only once every 100 years
have aggravated the problem. The re-
action of most people is “I'll be dead
in 100 years,” so they go back and re-
build on the flood plain. In one trailer
park, 80 units were washed away. “Yet
you go back and look at that same
place, and there are 80 new ones there.”
Parizek suggests that high water marks
be conspicuously labeled as a deterrent.
“Many people are now busily trying to
remove all evidence of high water
marks because it depresses land values.”

Like Everett, Parizek suggested that
geologists can help the situation not
only by preparing better information
but also by becoming more involved in
public decision-making. This feeling
was repeatedly voiced by the other sym-
posium speakers.

On a more philosophical level, speak-
ers in another session, on the geologist
and his obligations to society, stressed
that since the public often pays the
bills, the geologist is obliged to inform
the layman of the results of his re-
search. Robert Bates of Ohio State Uni-
versity pointed out that geology is “at
the very heart and center of some of
the world’s leading news stories,” such
as new findings from moon exploration,
earthquakes in California and the
Alaska pipeline. “We must keep our-
selves informed on these subjects, en-
courage or provide news stories about
them, and correct unclear or misleading
statements.”

Yet in both sessions voices were
often raised from the audience asking
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just how to go about making sure their
data are used, and used correctly, in
decision-making. The speakers were not
always able to give satisfactory answers.
More seriously, others questioned the
ethics of taking a stand on issues. Many
adhere to the conviction that the scien-
tist’s role is to provide raw data; that
he has no business making value judg-
ments on the basis of his results or
telling others what to do with them.
The philosophical questions were not
resolved at the Gsa sessions. But the
feeling among many was that geologists
should be doing more than they are
now. Says Everett: “The jobs are there
to be done and they will be done with-
out our input unless we get involved.”

Nearing ignition point
in controlled fusion

One of the two approaches toward
controlled thermonuclear fusion cur-
rently under investigation is the use of
magnetic fields to confine a plasma or
ions and electrons for a long enough
time at high enough temperature and
pressure to induce enough fusions to
get a useful amount of energy out. (The
other method is laser-induced fusion;
see SN: 6/17/72, p. 388.)

The three important criteria are thus
temperature, density and confinement
times. Several years ago Russian physi-
cists invented a device called tokamak
that made a great advance in confine-
ment time. It accomplished this by
running an electric current through the
plasma. The current both heated the
plasma and contributed importantly to
the shape of the confining magnetic
field.

It was widely conceded, however,
that machines of the pure tokamak de-
sign would not reach temperatures nec-
essary to ignite thermonuclear fusion.
The electric current heating would not
do it. But now at the Princeton Uni-
versity Plasma Physics Laboratory, a
variation on the tokamak design has
recorded significant advances in density
and temperature. The device is called
the Adiabatic Toroidal Compressor. It
is based on the idea that compression
of the plasma should increase both its
density and its temperature.

The compression is accomplished by
pulsed magnetic fields. Russian physi-
cists had suggsted this, but due to the
design of their tokamaks they would
have had to use a high-frequency pul-
sation to produce many small compres-
sions. It is easier to use low-frequency
pulsations to make a large compression
in one stroke. The theory of adiabatic
compression was worked out by Harold
P. Furth and Shoichi Yoshikawa of
Princeton; the ATC experiments were
done by a group headed by Robert A.
Ellis Jr. The structural changes include

november 25, 1972

ADIABATIC TOROIDAL COMPRESSOR
(ATC)

TOROIDAL FIELD COILS (24)

RAIL LIMITERS

POLOIDAL FIELD COILS

CORRUGATED STAINLESS STEEL
VACUUM CHAMBER

PORT CROSS (ONE OF 6)

. \rj——ro PUMPS
<Y

INITIAL OHMIC-HEATED PLASMA

COMPRESSED PLASMA

Princeton Univ.

Schematic of the ATC shows plasma positions before and after compression.

replacement of a copper shell, which
the Russians thought necessary for sta-
bility, with magnet coils, and substitu-
tion of an air-core transformer for the
iron-core one the Russians used to gen-
erate the electric current in the plasma.
With these things out of the way it
proved possible to compress the dough-
nut to half its original radius in one
stroke.

The cycle in the ATC begins with the
plasma being heated by resistance to
the current running through it. This
brings the temperature of the electrons
in the plasma to 10 million degrees K.
Then the plasma is compressed and the
electron temperature rises to 25 million
degrees (100 million will be needed to
achieve ignition), and the electron den-
sity goes to a hundred trillion per cubic
centimeter. This makes the ATC the
first tokamak device to arrive at the
density range necessary for ignition.
The temperature of the ions, however,
remains at about 7 million degrees K.
According to theory the ion temper-
ature will catch up with the electron
temperature when larger tokamaks are
built. 0O

Anik’s voice links
sprawling Canada

With the successful launch of the
satellite “Anik,” Canada becomes the
first country to have its own communi-
cations satellite system.

Anik, which means brother in Eskimo,
was placed into a geostationary orbit
over the equator by a Delta rocket
launched from Cape Kennedy Nov. 9
by the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration. Nasa is reimbursed for
the launch by Telesat Canada which op-
erates the Canadian satellite communi-
cations system. A second satellite will
be launched next spring.

Each satellite accommodates 12 color

television programs or 11,520 one-way
voice conversations. The Anik antenna
is constructed so that its signals are
shaped into a beam that covers only
Canada.

According to Harold Rosen of the
Hughes Aircraft Co., builders of the
satellite, Anik makes instantaneous
communications possible throughout
Canada. The country’s sparse popula-
tion of only 22.2 million people is scat-
tered over a land mass six percent larg-
er than that of the United States. 0O

TV by satellite:
UN debates curbs

The potential for direct television
broadcasts from satellites to individual
ground receivers around the world is a
concern of many countries—especially
if the broadcasting satellite is not their
own. The Soviet Union’s concern is
mainly with the possibility of interfer-
ence in what it regards as its sovereign
affairs. The concern of a substantial
number of other countries seems to be
“cultural inundation.” France, for ex-
ample, seems concerned that English-
language television programs would
undermine use of the French language
in France. Some developing countries
fear direct broadcasts from major coun-
tries would undermine their national
identity and retard their cultural devel-
opment.

This month two world bodies—
UNESCO (the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion) and the General Assembly of the
United Nations voted to curb such use
of space technology. The United States
was the only dissenting vote on the U.N.
resolution. (In UNEsco, however, there
were several nay votes and abstentions.)

At its general conference in Paris,
UNEsco adopted a declaration of
“guiding principles” for direct broad-
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