to the editor

A new public utility

The title of SN article, “Using power-
plant heat in cities” (9/30/72, p. 218)
really caught my eye for it could as
easily describe a proposal I made in 1970
to then AEc Chairman Seaborg to turn
thermal pollution from nuclear power
plants into a useful commodity. It seemed
as incredible to me then as it does now
that, faced with an impending energy
crisis, we should ignore the paradox that
power plants waste substantially more
energy in heat form than they produce and
that this heat is not only harmful when
wasted but that a significant portion of
our limited energy resources are depleted
in producing desired heat elsewhere. So
I suggested that we use cooling water to
heat our cities!

In contrast to the proposal of Beall
and Miller of Oak Ridge Laboratory,
which apparently is to pipe turbine steam
to a hypothetical new city, I would trans-
port heated water, delivering it at approxi-
mately 180 degrees as a new public utility
for existing cities so that all types of con-
sumers could wuse it for “hydronic”
space-heating.

Barbara J. Durand
Architect
Fullerton, Calif.

OTA board

Just for the record, I might point out
that one of the reasons I was chosen to sit
on the board of the new Office of Tech-
nology Assessment (SN: 10/28/72, p.
279) is my position as ranking member
of the National Science Foundation sub-
committee of the Labor and Public Wel-
fare Committee. The oTa is directed to
carry on continuing liaison with the Na-
tional Science Foundation, drawing both
upon its staff and resources, and this sub-
committee is thus essential for smooth
operation of the new board.

Peter H. Dominick
United States Senator
Washington, D.C.

A light in the dark
Your accurate reporting of my remarks
and thoughts (“Sounding out metal toxi-
city,” SN: 9/30/72, p. 223) is like a
light in a dark area. So often, the
scientist is gun shy from experience. May
I extend to you my thanks for your ex-

cellent publication.

Arthur Furst, Ph.D.
Director
Institute of Chemical Biology
University of San Francisco
San Francisco, Calif.

Address communications to Editor,
Science News, 1719 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036
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BIND and SAVE
your copies of

Keep your copies of SCIENCE NEWS
always available for quick, easy refer-
ence in this attractive, practical binder.
Simply snap the magazine in or out in
a few seconds—no punching or mutilat-
ing. It opens FLAT—for easy reference
and readability. Sturdily constructed, this
blue buckram binder stamped in gold
leaf will make a fine addition to your
library.

SCIENCE NEWS binders hold one six-
month volume of SCIENCE NEWS.
Each of the 26 issues snaps into the
cover with a metal strip. $5.00 each,
2 for $9.00. Postage-paid.

Order Now, From

Dept. 222

1719 N St. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

; ) 500,000 VOLTS
ELECTRO-STATIC

GENERATOR

KIT

Easily assembled kit of parts for making a 36” high
500,000 volt electrostatic gemerator. All parts in-
cluded except wood base and motor. (Any % HP
motor will suffice.)

200,000 voLTS. Kit $29.50 postpaid. 17"

high. Diam. 7”. Current 1.5 to 2.5 micro-
amps. 90% rel. humidity range.

Experiments in Electrostatics—a book with
experiments you can do . . . send 50¢. Low
priced physiecs equipment for schools and
science projects. Free catalogs—send 15¢ for
postage.

MORRIS and LEE

Dept. SN-12-72
155 Great Arrow Ave., Buffalo, N.Y. 14207

FIND BURIED TREASURE

Powerful electronic detector
finds buried gold, silver,
coins, etc. 5 new models.
Write for free catalog. X

Dept. l 95
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COPIES MISSING

Keep your files of Science News complete
and up-to-date. Any missing issue may be
ordered. Send 35 cents per copy (50 cents
for issues older than six months) to:

SCIENCE NEWS
1719 N St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036

SOLVE THIS PUZZLE —

Jones, Brown, Smith, and
* Robinson were either a
Driver, a Stoker, a Guard,
or a Porter. Each wore
either a red, blue, black or
green shirt.

The Driver beat Brown
at billiards and Smith and

Py Ta - " the Guard often played golf
with the men in black and green shirts. Jones and
the Porter disliked the man in the green shirt, but
this was not the Stoker as he always wore a
red shirt.—What was each person’s occupation
and color of shirt?

The correct answer to this and 100 MORE
varied mind-stretching Problems are found in
BRAIN PUZZLER’S DELIGHT by E. R. Emmet.
Order Now: $5.95, plus 30¢ handling.

10-Day Money-Back Guarantee
EMERSON BOOKS, Inc., Dept. 554-X
251 West 19 Street, New York, 10011
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