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COVER: Replacement of the wire mesh sur-

face of Arecibo Observatory’'s 1,000-foot radio
telescope dish with new aluminum panels is
to begin about the end of January. The sensi-
tivity of the instrument will be vastly im-
proved. See p. 425. (Photo: NSF)
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to the editor

Addicted doctors

The conclusion drawn from the Lipp-
Benson study on marijuana use among
physicians (SN: 11/18/72, p. 322) is
very puzzling in view of older information
on the physician-addict and recent action
by the American Medical Association.

As Meyers, Jawetz and Goldfien point
out (Review of Medical Pharmacology,
Los Altos, Calif.: Lange Medical Publica-
tions, 1970-2nd edition, p. 247) meperi-
dine also known as Demerol has been the
addictive drug which doctors and nurses
are most likely to misuse. Meperidine un-
like marijuana is a narcotic analgesic of
intermediate potency. Its use among medi-
cal personnel proliferated because of early
unsubstantiated claims and availability
factors.

The American Medical Association re-
cently voted to take strong action to
protect the public against a significant
problem of drug addiction, alcoholism
and mental disorders among physicians.
AMA recommendations could lead to the
loss of medical licenses by such sick
doctors.

In evaluating both marijuana and me-
peridine use among physicians, I can only
conclude that possession of an M.D. does
not guarantee wise personal drug use.

June LoGuirato
Clifton, Va.

Science and social policy

“Social science, social policy and ‘un-
founded generalizations’” (SN: 11/25/72,
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p. 343) demonstrates the inability of
social scientists to draw reasonable con-
clusions. Statistical significance, theoretical
importance, practical importance and im-
portance to social policy are separate
considerations, yet each can be derived
from relevant data.

Few things are exactly the same, so
one ought to be able to show some dif-
ference in intelligence between blacks and
whites. Such a difference will be statistical-
ly significant if the sample size is large
enough. But the difference is clearly small
compared to the total variation of intelli-
gence in our society, and intelligence is
only one aspect of capability. Social policy
today does not favor eugenics, but if it
did, there are a thousand and one obvious
bases for its practice and more fruitful
factors for research!

Busing has been defined as a consti-
tutional requirement, even if useless. All
research shows that busing has not been
a panacea and that more must be done
to provide equality of opportunity.

While a moratorium on certain scien-
tific research is negative, psychological and
monetary incentives for relevant research
are desirable. Such incentives should em-
phasize that:

* Human behavior is seldom based on
one or two critical factors (if it is, we
haven’t found them).

* Solutions to major social problems re-
quire major efforts (not the hiring of
an occasional bus driver).

Since such major efforts are costly (in
human and monetary resources) social
experimentation should be done on the
basis of small-scale intensive projects.
Since any major social program would
be expensive, one practical aspect of
social experimentation must include
maximation of cost-effectiveness.
Lawrence E. Langdon
Anaheim, Calif.
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