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to the editor

Engineering job market

May I second the splendid letter by
William A. Robinson P.E. (SN: 4/21/73,
p. 251) and chastize you for your old
hat comments contradicting the essence
of Robinson's letter.

As another professional engineer with
30 years of experience I support the
statements in Robinson’s letter. I would
also point out that these “prophets of
doom” are those who stand to profit by
perpetuating the gross oversupply of en-
gineers and the large engineering school
enrollments, none other than our nation’s
business leaders who profit by exploiting
the buyer's market in engineers and those
even more despicable educators who thrive
on turning out the products that flood
the market.

P.S. Science NEws is great.
William H. Murray P.E.
Huntsville, Ala.

In amplification of the article on poten-
tial shortages of engineers in future years,
and the letter by William A. Robinson
P.E. in the April 21 issue, you may be
interested in knowing that the unemploy-
ment rate for engineers as measured by
the U.S. Department of Labor is down
to 0.8 percent (for the first quarter of
1973) from its peak of 3.2 percent two
years ago. Your readers may make their
own decision as to what is propaganda
and what is a reasonable concern about
the future manpower shortages.

John D. Alden

Executive Secretary

Engineering Manpower Commission
Engineers Joint Council

New York, N.Y.

Dismay at research ban

Regarding your article “NIH bans re-
search on live fetuses” (SN: 4/21/73, p.
253). It is hard for me to find the words
to explain my dismay and downright
anger to think a ban should be placed on
any sort of research.

My husband and I have donated our
bodies upon death for research. I be-
lieve a mother who has decided for
abortion should also be allowed to decide
what should happen to the fetus.

I was brought up as a Catholic, so it is
not that I speak out in prejudice against
Catholicism or any other religion. But
politics, science and religion should stay
within their own boundaries.

Mrs. Edna M. Travis
East Hanover, N.J.

Perspective on measles vaccine

We were pleased to see that in your
article on slow virus infections of the
central nervous system (SN: 4/14/73, p.
245), when you mentioned that a case of
subacute sclerosing panencephalitis had
occurred in a child within 30 days after
a measles vaccination, you also noted
that over S50 million children in the
United States have received live measles
vaccines since 1963 and that relatively
few have had any ill effects following
vaccination.

It is very important to maintain this
perspective in considering the potential
hazards of measles prophylaxis. If chil-
dren are not vaccinated because of an
excessive concern for complications, vir-
tually all may be expected to contract
measles, and in approximately 1 per 1,000
of these measles cases a complicating
acute encephalitis will occur. The inci-
dence of this encephalitis following na-
tural measles is 1,000 times greater than
the reported incidence of neurologic dis-
orders following measles vaccination.

Philip J. Landrigan, M.D.

John J. Witte, M.D.

U.S. Public Health Service
Center for Disease Control
Atlanta, Ga.

Plight of the wolf

We have noted with interest the ex-
cellent coverage your magazine has given
in recent issues to the plight of the wolf.
Our organization seeks to coordinate all
efforts in behalf of the wolf. To this pur-
pose we are holding our third annual
conference in St. Louis on Aug. 31—Sept.
2. Interested persons are urged to write
for information on the conference to:

Wild Canid Survival & Research Center
P. O. Box 16204
St. Louis, Mo. 63105
Attention: M. Tippy, Chairman

The aims of the w.c.s.R.c. are education
that will lead to a better public under-
standing of the need to preserve the wolf;
a data bank that will contain informa-
tion on all captive wolves and which will
enable us to retain individuals of sub-
species in danger of imminent extinction,
and behavioral research carried on by
selected scientists at our sanctuary near
St. Louis.

Donna Hart
W.C.S.R.C.
St. Louis, Mo.
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