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to the editor

Licensing parenthood

If the situation described in “Licensing
proposal for parenthood” (SN: 5/12/73,
p. 305) ever came true, we would really
have a 1984. Who, in this entire world,
is qualified to judge who is or is not com-
petent to have children? To attempt to
so judge would be playing God. Apparent-
ly, Roger W. MclIntire does not know
this or does not care.

Theresa Severrn
Tenafly, N.J.

A few questions about Mclntire’s pro-
posal:

® Who and what will “qualify” a cou-
ple for parenthood? Wealth? Material pos-
sessions? Family background? Influence?

® What will happen to the “lawbreak-
ers” who have children without a license?

o Will this proposal be extended to
“weed out” undesirable children by pro-
hibiting couples suspected of carrying gen-
etic defects from becoming parents?

It’s truly amazing what a supposedly
educated scientist will come up with. Birth
control is one thing, but Mclntire’s sug-
gestions sound suspiciously like the hid-
eous realities of 7984.

Susan Wythe
Somerville, Mass.

While the idea is certainly not en-
tirely new, the continuous advances of
science certainly make the proposals of
Mclntire concerning the licensing of par-
ents more thought provoking. To a lay-
man there are the inevitable questions. . . .

Is not this entire matter more in the
realm of politics, than of psychology? Does
not our political system presume that all
are innocent until proven guilty?—but does
not the long-term contraceptic capsule,
or vaccine presume guilt until the prospec-
tive parent establishes his “competence?”

Who would be the licensing agency?
Would it be a select group of citizens?
Is an average such group considered to
‘be well enough informed to be effective?
Would it be a governmental bureaucracy?

There exists a considerable degree of
disagreement at present between many
parents, none of whom have been guilty
of child mistreatment, and some psycholo-
gists, as to just how children should be
raised. Who would resolve this disagree-
ment?

George V. Morris
Sequim, Wash.

Crime and bystander

Either your summary “Crime and the
bystander” (SN: 5/12/73, p. 308) was
incomplete, or Moriarty’s experimental
plan was poorly devised.

In the first case, the subject could easily
conclude that the “thief” was a friend of
the “radio owner,” as generally people go
to the beach in groups. In other words, in
the first case, the subject was not sure he
was witnessing a crime.

In the second case, the “radio owner’s”
request that he watch the radio gave the
subject the additional knowledge that no
one else was with him; that is, the subject
then knew he was witnessing a crime when
the radio was taken. I see no basis for
concluding there was any “mild commit-
ment.”

John L. S. Hickey

Wheaton, Md.

(Our brief summary didn’t allow space for

a full description of the experiment. In

each case, before leaving the scene, the

radio owner did tell those around him
that he was alone.—Ed.)

Self-paced study

I am a college freshman at the Illinois
Institute of Technology involved in an
NSF-sponsored  experimental  education
program. The program centers around
student participation in professional type
engineering projects.

The Keller PSI method (SN: 4/21/
73, p. 260) is used by the students to
learn information needed in project prob-
lem solving. Objective quizzes are designed
to test the students understanding (mas-
tery) of major concepts in each study pack-
et (module) area. A record of each stu-
dent’s mastered modules is kept on file
as an outline of the fields in which the
student is most knowledgeable.

Because the program is only in its first
year, a success or failure tag cannot be
put on its performance. Personally, I
have benefited tremendously from this
student orientated education and I am
very opimistic that it will become a
permanent department at ILT.

I find the self-paced study a much more
efficient and effective means of learning
than the traditional “classroom” educa-
tion.

Carl J. Glim
Chicago, Ill.

Address communications to Editor,
Science News, 1719 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

SCIENCE SERVICE

Institution for the Popularization of Science founded 1921; a nonprofit corporation
Board of Trustees—Nominated by the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF

SCIENCE: Athelstan Spilhaus, Woodrow Wilson

International Center for Scholars; Deborah

Partridge Wolfe, Queens College of City University of New York; Bowen C. Dees, The Franklin

Institute, Nominated by the NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES: Frederick Seitz, Rockefeller

University; Gerald F. Tape, Associated Universities; Allen V. Astin, National Academy of Sciences.

Nominated by the NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL: Glenn T. Seaborg (President), Universi

of California, Berkeley; Gerald Holton, Harvard University; Jose&h ‘l!(v Berg Jr., National Researc
. Rie

Council. Nominated by the JOURNALISTIC PROFESSION: O.
and Lee University; Norman Cousins, ‘“‘World”’; Julius Duscha, Was

ﬁel (Secretary), Washington
ington Journalism Center.

Nominated by the E. W. SCRIPPS TRUST: John Troan, Pittsburgh Press; Milton Harris (Treas-
urer), Washington, D.C.; Edward W, Scripps Il (Vice President and Chairman of the Executive

Committee), Edward W. Scripps Trust.

Director: E. G. Sherburne Jr.; Assistant Director: Dorothy Schriver; Business Manager: Donald R.

Harless; Things of Science: Ruby Yoshioka.

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
Science News. MIKORS

351

v

®
www.jstor.org



