Three planets
visible
by James Stokley

Venus, Jupiter and Mars are now vis-
ible in the August evening sky. Before
twilight fades Venus can be seen low
in the west. It sets less than an hour
and a half after the sun. In the south,
in Capricornus, stands Jupiter, visible
all night. It is a little more than a third
as bright as Venus. Mars rises in the
east about midnight. Although it is
about a quarter as bright as Jupiter, it
still surpasses its stellar neighbors. By
the end of the month it will rise about
10 p.m. local daylight saving time.

Only Jupiter appears on the accom-
panying maps, which show the sky as
it appears about 11 p.m., local DST, on
Aug. 1; an hour earlier on the 15th and
two hours earlier as the month closes.

Stretched across the southern sky on
August evenings are seven of the twelve
constellations that form the zodiac—
the background of the moon and
planets as they move across the sky.
Pisces, the fishes, where Mars appears.
is toward the east. Next, to the right, is
Aquarius, the water carrier, represent-
ed on the old star maps as a man
emptying a jar of water. Very curious-
ly, they showed the stream flowing into
the mouth of one of the fishes.

Then comes Capricornus, where Ju-
piter stands. Actually, it is one of thc
faintest of the zodiacal groups. This
was represented as a sea goat—a crea-
ture with the head and body of a goat
and the tail of a fish. It is a very an-
cient figure, for it was shown the same
way on Babylonian boundary stones—
among the oldest of records from the
past.

Farther right is Sagittarius, the arch-
er. He is a centaur, with the head and
shoulders of a man and the body of a
horse, about to shoot an arrow to the
right. Scorpius, the scorpion, comes
next. This is really the finest constel-
lation of the zodiac, but we can’t see it

CELESTIAL TIMETABLE

Aug. EDT
5 627 pm Moon in first quarter
8 2:00 pm Mercury farthest west
of sun
9 6:00 am  Moon farthest; distance
251,700 miles
12 5:00 pm Moon passes north of
Jupiter
13 10:17 pm  Full moon
19 3:00 pm Moon passes north of
Mars
21 6:22 am  Moon in last quarter
23  4:00 pm Moon passes north of
Saturn
25  3:00 am Moon nearest; distance
27,000 miles
27 11:25 pm New moon
31 1:00 am Moon passes south of
Venus
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to full advantage from northern coun-
tries. In the Southern Hemisphere,
where it passes directly overhead, it
makes a magnificent display.

Libra, the scales, are next, and they
have a curious history. These stars
were originally the claws of the scor-
pion but in ancient times they were
made to form a pair of scales. Farther
right, in the west, you will see the vir-
gin, Vigro. It contains a first-magnitude
star called Spica, which sets before the
times for which the August maps are
drawn.

Venus, visible in the west in the early
evening, is in Leo, the lion, but it sets
before the stars become visible. By the
end of August it will have moved into
Virgo.

More of the zodiac appears later at
night. Next to Pisces is Aries, the ram.
This is another rather inconspicuous
group, and none of its stars are shown.
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By 3 a.m. you can see them, as well
as the next constellation, Taurus, the
bull.

Gemini, the twins, where Saturn now
stands, follow Taurus. This group is not
prominent at present for it rises at dawn.
Mercury, when visible about the eighth,
is in this direction. Finally comes Can-
cer, the crab. You will not be able to
see it in August, however, for the sun
is in this part of the sky.

One way to remember the constel-
lations of the zodiac, in their usual
order from west to east, is an old verse.
It was written by the hymn writer
Isaac Watts (1674-1748), and it goes
like this:

The Ram. the Bull, the heavenly Twins
And next the Crab, the Lion shines,
The Virgin and the Scales.

The Scorpion, Archer and Sea-Goat,
The Man ithat holds the Water-pot,
And Fish with glittering tails.

FLY the WINNERS

of the
GREAT INTERNATIONAL
PAPER AIRPLANE
CONTEST

Now you can make and fly 20 of the most unusual
paper airplanes in the world. All are replicas of the
winning entries in SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN's First In-
ternational Paper Airplane Competition. Fantastic 128-
page book has all 20 on perforated pages so you can
easily tear them out, fold on the printed lines, and
watch them go. You won't believe how they fly, and
the records they achieved! See if you can match them.
Big 9” x 11%” volume includes plans of all winners,
time-aloft records, photographs, technical data, com-
mentary.

Young and old alike will be fascinated by this
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YOU MUST BE DELIGHTED!

EVERYTHING EDMUND SELLS HAS A 30-DAY
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE. Return book if
you aren't delighted.
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GIANT FREE CATALOG!

NEW! 164 PAGES—OVER 4500 UNUSUAL P
BARGAINS FOR HOBBYISTS, SCHOOLS, K
INDUSTRY . . . JUST CHECK COUPON!
@ EDMUND SCIENTIFIC CO.
X 300 Edscorp Bldg., Barrington, N.J. 08007

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
Science News. MIKORS
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official paperback by Mander, Dippel & Gossage. It's
easy to read, highly entertaining and very practical
for countless, amusing flying hours. The planes are
wild and the information about them will make you a

confirmed airplane buff, if you aren't already. The
book will inspire your own “best aircraft engineer”
contest . . . have you modifying and making your own
models. It's a great way to learn to “fly"” and
maneuver various paper planes, even use them to
send messages.

The various models in the book also make intriguing
“place cards’ at parties . . . and the book itself can
be a cherished prize for party game winners. 95
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Grut Int’l. Paper Plane Book(s) at $2. 95 ea.
FREE 164-page Catalog Q" (No. 9391Q)
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